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Brazil ranks as the most speciose country regarding
marsupial diversity (Order Didelphimorphia), with the
last checklist of mammals reporting a total of 55 species
(Paglia et al., 2012). Since 2012 the known diversity
increased greatly in the country, reaching a total of 62
species according to the new book “Marsupiais do Brasil:
Guia de identificagdo com base em caracteres morfologicos
externos e cranianos”, edited by Faria et al. (2019).

The increase of one species per year between both
referred studies is noteworthy, moreover the book of
Faria and colleagues actually encompasses a much higher
number of taxonomic changes, including taxa that were
either recently described (Monodelphis arlindoi, M.
pinocchio, M. saci, M. touan, M. vossi, and Philander
pebas), revalidated (Gracilinanus peruanus, Marmosa
macrotarsus, M. waterhousei, M. budini, M. rutteri,
Marmosops caucae, Metachirus myosuros, and P. quica),
or represent the first published record for Brazil (M.
handleyi). On the other hand, taxa were also excluded
owing to either being considered junior synonyms (M.
maraxina, M. rubida, M. sorex, M. umbristriata, M.
theresa, P. frenatus), nomen dubium (M. impavidus), or
absent in Brazil (M. regina —now restricted to the type
locality in Colombia) —see further details in Burgin et

al. (2018), Brandao et al. (2019), Voss et al. (2019), and
references therein.

Faria and colleagues did not include the records of
Cryptonanus unduaviensis, Marmosops pakaraimae and
Monodelphis sanctarosae for Brazil (Silva et al., 2017;
Brandao etal., 2019). This is probably due to a conservative
criterion, which I consider to be a wise decision since these
records still need further morphological and/or genetic
evidence.

Not only the updated list justifies Faria and colleagues
contribution, but also the associated data to each genus
and species of didelphid marsupial. The book includes:
1) identification key for genera; 2) illustration of a
generalized didelphid skull, with indications of its major
structures; 3) data for each species, including: i) tables
with external measurements, ii) pelage and skull qualitative
characters, with high quality photos of live specimens,
iii) reproductive characters of mammae and pouches, iv)
habit and habitat preferences, and v) maps with updated
geographic distribution in Brazil.

Published with the support of the Sociedade
Brasileira de Mastozoologia, the stated goal of the book
is to contribute to the training and qualification of human
resources. The goal particularly draw my attention for two
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reasons: /) taxonomy is facing a decline in the number
of specialists and funding worldwide (Britz et al., 2020),
which is particularly troublesome since our knowledge on
didelphid diversity is far from stable —as attested by the
many taxonomic changes herein mentioned, and 2) the
number of zoological/botanical studies required to obtain
environmental licenses for construction of hydroelectric
dams, highways, railroads, electric transmission lines,
among others, has grown considerably in Brazil in recent
decades (Silveira et al., 2010). Despite the ecological
impacts caused by these anthropic advances, these studies
also generate an increase of specimens deposited in
Brazilian zoological collections (Silva et al., 2015; Brandao
et al., 2019). In several recently published accounts, data
on marsupials come from these newly collected specimens
(e.g., Semedo et al., 2015; Barbosa et al., 2016; Brandao
et al., 2015, 2019). Nonetheless, there is a considerable
disparity regarding the early identification of specimens in
the field when compared to their true taxonomic identity,
which should be based on the respective vouchers housed
in scientific collections. For instance, there is only about
half of specimens being correctly identified in the field in
the case of collected specimens from the State of Mato
Grosso (Brandao & Carmignotto, unpublished data). Faria
and colleagues new book will certainly be helpful on these
matters, either as a reference for students or as a field guide
for professionals.

Although not specifically designed for that purpose,
the compiled data contained in this new book shall also
provide further help on conservation actions. In a 10 year
interval, the number of threatened species of marsupials in
Brazil is now 4 times higher, since only one species was
previously considered threatened (Chiarello et al., 2008),
in contrast to the 4 species considered in the last evaluation
(ICMBio, 2018). Therefore, with the many taxonomic
changes and associated data published in recent years,
Faria and colleagues book is an important source of data
for future assessments on the conservation status of the
Brazilian marsupials, especially those recently recognized
as valid and distinct taxa.

For all the reasons described herein, one could only
reach the conclusion that the new “Marsupiais do Brasil”
book represents a valuable synthesis of the current
knowledge on exclude marsupials from Brazil, with regard
to its identification, geographic distribution, reproductive
data and habits. The book will be particularly useful
for young mammalogists with an interest in taxonomy
and ecology of didelphid marsupials, a diverse and still
poorly known group with an urgent need for further field/
collection efforts, as well as of future trained taxonomists.
Finally, but not least, the size of the book is ideal to be
used during field work for the study of marsupials.
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