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The Research Institute of Applied Economics (IREA) in Barcelona was founded in 2005,  
as a research institute in applied economics. Three consolidated research groups make up 
the institute: AQR, RISK and GiM, and a large number of members are involved in the 
Institute. IREA focuses on four priority lines of investigation: (i) the quantitative study of 
regional and urban economic activity and analysis of regional and local economic policies, 
(ii) study of public economic activity in markets, particularly in the fields of empirical 
evaluation of privatization, the regulation and competition in the markets of public services 
using state of industrial economy, (iii) risk analysis in finance and insurance, and (iv) the 
development of micro and macro econometrics applied for the analysis of economic 
activity, particularly for quantitative evaluation of public policies. 

 
IREA Working Papers often represent preliminary work and are circulated to encourage 
discussion. Citation of such a paper should account for its provisional character. For that 
reason, IREA Working Papers may not be reproduced or distributed without the written 
consent of the author. A revised version may be available directly from the author. 
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    Abstract  
 

Cohesion Policy is the main policy tool of the European Union and 
the backbone of its regional policy. Given its characteristics, it is 
the EU policy with the greatest impact on the daily life of 
European citizens and can compensate population groups and 
places less favoured by the European integration process. As a 
result, the implementation of Cohesion Policy in a region is 
expected to shape the degree of regional support for the process 
of European integration. This study tests this assumption using 
regional data for the EU28 in a period that includes the recent 
phases of expansion and recession, in a scenario characterized 
by growing anti-EU rhetoric. The results suggest that a greater 
amount of EU funds spent in the region does not stimulate 
regional support for the Union. However, an appropriate temporal 
distribution of the resources allocated to the region could have a 
positive effect on support. 
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