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SUMMARY.—Philostratus the Fíder composedbis book of the Imagines/Eikones
around250AD. Ihe formatis a seriesof written descriptions(ekphraseis)of realwall
painting displayedin a NeopolitanVilla, Oneof the series—NESOJ(the lslands)—
picturesanarchipelagoin the(Atlantic) Ocean,Philostratus’ísland-groupis now identi-
fied asrepresentingtheCanaryIslands,thenasnow.standingfor theinsu/aeForrunatae.

«And, as imaginationbodiesforth
The forms of things unknown,thepoet’spen

Turnsthemto shapes,andgivesto airy nothing
A local habitationand aname.’>

— Shakespeare,A MidsummerNights Dreans,Y i. 14 ff.

«La descripciónde ciertasislas paradisiacas
en el remotoy misteriosoOccidentees un

curioso fenómenode la Antiguedad.»
— Antonio Garcíay Bellido

The ElderPhilostratus’Imagines<‘Eikones). a book of descriptions(dating from the
first half of the 3rd-century)of sorne sixty ancientpaintings, is not only the snost
extensiveliterarysourcein existencefor thecritical appreciationof ancientpaintingbut.
aswell. it is theprincipal representativeof classicalpainting in theOccident,Ontheone
hand.the authorcharacterizesthe ensembledescribedasbeing by thehandsof many
masters,On theother,as liad beendemonstratedin 1941 in a studyby Karl Lehmann-
Hartleben2 Philostratusactuallysaw thecollection of paíntings:thesehe viewedin a

A. Garcíay Bellido, «LasIslas de los Bienaventuradoso IslasAfortunadas>,,in Vcinii-
cinco Estampas de/a España Antigua, Madrid, 1967.Pp. 47-57 (p. 47). Garcíay Bellido is the
foremostauthorityon ancientSpanishhistory.Also usefulto this studywasA. O. Lovejoy&
O. Boas.Primitivism and Re/ated Ideas in Antiqui:y New York. 1973. Neitherof theseworks.
however.makesany mentionof PhilostratusImagines.

2 K. Lehmann-Hartleben.«Tite Imagines of tite ElderPitilostratus».Art Bulletin. XXIII.
1941.Pp. 16-44.1 shall bequotingfrom the text asgiven in Phi/ostratusImagincs; Cal/isrratus

Gerión. 8. 1990- 241/261 - Editorial de laUniversidadComplutensede Madrid.
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suburban,terracedvilla outsideNaples.As is now believed.besidesnot being in any
way imaginary, tite picturesdo not representa single gallery as such. nor even the
collectionof easel-paintingsof a connoisseur;theyareinstead«pinakes»-independently
paintedpictures on walls, or fresco-decorations,Titerefore. accordingto tehrnann-
Hartíeben,the sequenceof tite Imagines is onederived from the placenientof real
murais.seenroom by room, andfrom bottom to top of eachwall. andfrom oneto the
nextwall, As Lehmann-Hartlebensummedup bis argument,the«failureto accountfor
titegeneralideasandthecyclic sequencesprovetitat (Pitilostratus) reallysawthesepic-
tures... He parapitrasedratiter titan describedtite paintings. and pointed out tite
emotional values and psychological associationsof eacit picture (providing) a
descriptionwhicit wasaimednot to describebut to interpretwitat titeaudiencesaw» 3.

The purposeof titis investigationis to demonstratethat not only arePhilostratus
paintings«real»(apoint perhapsalreadyproven)but additionallyto showthat. at leasí
in onespecificinstance.agiven painíing-amarinelandscape-actuallyrecordeda «real
place»with a surprisingamountof topographicalaccuracy.Accordingly. tite detailsof
Pitilostratus’ descriptionmay permit us today to situatethis placewith a reasonable
amountof confidenceupona modernmap.Themuraldepictingtitis insularlandscape
was situatedin witat Lehmann-Hartlebenhascalled <‘Tite Room of the Primitive
World» (Imagines; II. 13-19),a roomcontainingsixotherpaintings.andtite secondin a
sequenceoffive otherfrescoedandinner-connectedrooms(fig. 1). In generalterms.titis
cycle (pinakes13-19)deals with tite titeme of tite sea.with the activities of Poseidon
(Neptune), and with the primeval origin of topographic features of tandscape.
particularly of a kínd dueto volcanic activity. Tite paintingwhich interestsme within
this seven-partcycle is no. 17: ~<Islands»(NHZ 01). As Lehmann-Hartlebensuggests,
titis «picture representsthe seven“FortunateIslands.and it wasinspired by learned
poeticor mythographicalsources»~. As 1 sitalí showby reviewingthepertinenttextual
materíals, ratiter titan being «mytitical», the so-called «Fortunatelslands». lying
beyondthe Pillarsof Hercules(Gibraltar)asdepictedin Pitilostratus’ account,can be
none otiter than tite Canary lslandsoff tite Atlantic coastof Morocco. Titerefore.
Pitilostratus’ eikon representstite first documentedlandscapepainting of the two
present-daySpanisitprovincescomprisingLas Islas Canarias, Moreover.onthebasisof
a comparisonbetweenmoderntopographicaldescriptionsof tite majorCanarias and
Pititostratus’descriptionsof eachof titese.1amenabledto tracea hypotiteticalrouteof
discoveryfrom eacit island to tite next on a map (ftg. 2).

Descr/prions; withan Eng/ish Transíation. LoebClassicalLibrary: London.1931. AII otitercías-
sical texrsquotedin Udspaperaretakenfrom tite Loeb Classics.unlessotherwiseindicated,

3 Leitmann-l-lartleben. p. 44.
Ibid.. p. 28. In regardto tite detailsof thestylistic appearanceof this fresco.1 wouldima-

gine titat it rather looked like tite well-known «OdysseanLandscape»in tite Vatican
Museum,Ontite otiterhand,titerearetwo schoolsof titought asto tite subjectmatter,mea-
ning andnatureoftite landscapein tite paintingdescribedby Pitilostratus,Many. ofcourse.
including Lcitmann-Hartleben,just assumeit to beanimaginativeinvention,On tite other
hand.sornebelievethatit mayhaverepresenteda real place.br example.theAcolian lslands
nearSicily andsoutiternItaly: seeespecially:TiteodorWeícker(cd.).PhilostratorumImagines
e: Ca//istrati Sra¡uae. Leipzig. 1825. p. 485 ff. In any event.accordingto Leitman-Hartleben
(p. 29), «tite paintingwhicit Pitilostratusdescribesis indeedthe mostcompreitensivesource
for ancientspeculationabouttite FortunateIsles».
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In bis inrroductory statement,Pititostratus makestivo points essentialfor any
accurate understanding of «Tite Islands». First. titat we are actually viewíng titese seve-
ral islands,just as theyitad beenseenfrorn tite deckof a realsailing sitip of tite period
whicit was(or itad been)passingtitrougit and by The Islands.Secondly.that titese
Islandsarenot like—and itence were certainlynot among—tite Aegeanlslands:

Would you like, muyboy.to haveus discourseaboutthoseis/ands,justasqseen
from a ship. asthougit we were sailing in andout amongthem in tite spring time,
witen Zephyrusmakestheseagladby breathinghis own breezeupon it? But you
must be willing to forget tite land, and to accept titis as tite sea, not roused and tur-
bulentnoryet fiat andcalm,buta seafit for sailing andasit werealive andbreat-
hing. LQ, we itaveembarked;for no doubtyou agree?Answerfor the boy: «1 agree.
le: usgo sailing». You perceivethattite seais large,andtite islands in it arenot, by
Zeus,Lesbos,nosyet Imbrosor Lemnos,but small íslands,herdingtogetiterlike
bamletsor cattle-folds,or, by Zeus.like farm-buildingson the sea-sitore‘.

lnmediately after come Philostratus’ descriptionsof the eight individual
«lslands»in this richly texturedmarinelandscapeof suchgreatvariety,begin-
ning with the first, which 1 taketo representLANZAROTE.

(1) Tite first of titese(witicit is Lanzarote) is steepandsiteerandfortified by a
naturalwall (Riscos de Famara; 609metersat titeir highest).It lifts irs peakaloft for
all’seeingPoseidon:it is wateredwitit runningwaterandfurnisites tite beeswith
food of mountainfiower,whichtite Nereidsdoubtlesspluckwhentitey sportalong
tite seasitore6

(II) The adjoining island (evidently,¡s/a Graciosa to tite nortit: next to which is
Isla Alegranza. having titen lfl. as today, a Iighthousc).which is fIat andcovered

~«The
1—Lanzarote: Lanzaroteis not now continually«wateredwitit runningwater»,as Phi-

lostratusstated:instead,asexplainedby amodernguidebook,in tite easternpadoftite Cana-
ries«tite rarefalís of ram reachatropicalviolenceandrusit downin torrentsinto theravines
witich theystripcompletely,submergingtite roadswhichhavetobeprotectedby pavedfoun-
dations».Ontiteotiterhand,titeremayvery likely havebeennaturalspríngsin Pitilostratus
time.especiallyastite islanditassincebeengreatlychangedby telluric activity, and«the last
eruptions(1730-1736)transformedtite formerricit agriculturalregioninto an immenseseaof
lava,Sandbanks,drivenby thedesertwind sonietimescrosstite island completelyfrom one
side to theotiter». M. W. Scitweitzer,SPAJN(~<HacitetteWorld Guides»),Paris.1961.Pp. 993-
4 (hereafterreferredto as «SPAIN»). That theeasternislandswere certainly «watered with
runningwater»in Philostratustime is explainedby anotiterspecializedguidebook:«In 1404.
for example.[heconquestchroniclers(like Pitilostratusbeforethem)wroteof vigorouslyrun-
ning streams,andtitéy thoughttitat water-millscouldbemadein four or ftve places:anum-
berof salt-saturatedtrickling rivulets areall thatnow remains,andeventitesearestill trick-
ling». J. Mercer, Canarv Islands:Fuerteventura («The IslandsSeries»).Harrisburg.PA, 1973.
p. lO. Otiterworks on tite CanaryIslands1 itaveconsultedinclude:A Martí. ls/as Canarias
(«RutasdeEspaña».XIV). Madrid.1969 (interestingphotographs.but asuperficialtexr):and
C, W. Thomas.Adventures and Observa¡ions ofthe West Coast ofAfrica. and lis Is/ands New
York, 1860 (esp. Pp. 339-405:an interestingexampleof mid-Victorian, Georgia-Baptist.tou-
rism).
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witit adeepsoil. is initabitedby both fishermenandfarmers.wito oller eachotitera
market,tite latterbringof tite fruits of theiritusbandry,tite lormerof tite fish titey
havecaught:andtitey havesetup yonderstatueof Poseidontite Farmer(a ligitt-
itouse?)with aplougit andayoke,crediting1dm with tite fruits of tite earth:buí that
Poseidonrnayaolseemtoo rnucba landsman,titebeakofa ship is altacitedto tite
plow. andite breakstite groundasiitough sailing titrough it’.

(III) Tite two islandsnext to titese(FuerteventuraandJandia: nowjoinedby a
sand-spit:El Jable)were formerly botit joined in one(as today):but itaving been
brokenapartin tite rniddleby tite sea,its two partsitave becomeseparatedby the
widtit of a river. Titis you rnight know of from tite painting, rny boy; for you
doubtlesssee titat tite two severedportions of tite islands are similar. and
correspoadto eacitother,andareso shapedso titat concaveparts fít titose that
projecí. Europeoncesuiferedthesameexperiencein tite regionof tite Thessalian
Tempe:for witeneartitquakeslaid openthat land.theyindicatedon tite fractures
tite correspondenceof tite n,ountains.oneto theotiter, andeventodaytitere are
visible cavitieswhererocksoncewere,andwiticit correspondedlo tite rocks torn
from ítem, and, moreover.traceshavenot yet disappearedof tite iteavy forest
growtit thatmustitavefollowed te n,ountainsides witen titey split apart; for the
bedsof tite treesarestill left (onTempe).Sowe mayconsidertitat sornesucit titing
itappenedlo titis island(of Fuerteventura):witit theresulíthattite two islandslook
like one: andwitile ships sail under tite bridge, wagons go over it: in fact you
doubtless see tite nien making tite passage,titat they are botit wayfarersand
saiíors<

The aboyeseemsa fairly straight-forwarddescriptionof the íopographyof
the tbreeeasternmost islandsof Ihe CanaryArchipelago. According to a
modernguidebook,theseislandsare now «without forestsor streams.fairly
fiat, bristlingwith smallcraters,conesof ashesandoutflowsof lava...Only sixty
nautical miles from CapeJuby (in Morocco), the westerly African winds
sometimesbring swarmsof locusts(perhapsthe «bees»mentionedaboye).
Rainfalí is scanty,but Lanzaroteproducesabundantharvestsin good years...
The Tyrians (of Phoenicia)discoveredhere a rich source of crimson dye.

11,—Isla Graciosa: Tite thick ricit soil referred to by Philostratusis likely: «tite ashes
(picón) takenfrom oíd craters,spreadon tite soil in Iayersof 8-12 incitesinto witicit seedsare
sown,Titeir powerto absorbandretainthemoisturefrom tite nearbysubsoil in tite ashysur-
faceis suchthaIoneor two heavydownpoursayeararesuffícientto maketite cropsprosper».
Tite guidebookalsomentionsthatupon an islet slightly to thenorth of IslaGraciosa—ls/a
Aletranza— was «tite lighthouse:titis wasthefirsí islandspotedby Jeande Betitencourt(in
1462).whenceits name»,1 am fairly certainthenthai tite «statueof Poseidon,>mentionedby
Pitilostratus(perhapsconstructedfrom wood) servedprirnarily as a beaconfor mariners
approachingtite Canariesfrom tite nortit-east(SPAIN. pp. 9946).

< III,—Fuerreventura-Jandía:As 1 itave found, tite lengthy (and somewhatirrelevant)
digressionupon titecreationof tite straitsat Tempewastakenfrom DiodorusSiculus(Book
IV. 18. áss.),an historianwitose works were, 1 would imagine.very much on Philostratus
mmd, Interestinglyenough.nol longafterpicturingtite situationat Tempe.Diodorusturns to
discussHerculesmission to the Gardensof the Hesperides(IV. 26. 2 ss.).
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From tite differentiated mannerof tite presentationof the descriptionsof titese
individual islands (eightin alí. 1 titink), it appearstitat, in generalterms, the autitor-
cicerone proceededfrorn tite easternendof tite arcitipelago.nearestAfrica—tite direc-
tion from witicit anyancientMediterraneanmarínerwould itaveinevitablyapproacited
titeCanaries—andtitenhe proceededto move islandby island—followingtitedistincti-
veandvaryingwind-patternscornmpntoeachdifferentpartof tite arcitipelago—sailing
first to tite soutit-west,thenalong stretcitduewest,titen soutit, titen can,finally ending
up in tite exactcenterof the island-group—witereport wasmadeat Grand Canary
Island,mostlikely neartitemodernport-cityof LasPalmas.Onceoneis informedof tite
actualplacesthatarebeingvisited andcommentedupon,thentite detailedaccountof
tite «NESOJ»readslike anactualmariner’slog, or «Perip/us»—scarcelya surprisingor
original obsetyationfor Philostratusitimseíf saystitat. in effect it was such!

Pto. 1.
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extractedfrom a certain varietyof moss(«pluckedby theNereids»?)that was
particularly abundanton the islands of LanzaroteandFuerteventura»~.

The nextislanddescribedby Philostratusis radicallydifferentfrom thepro-
cedinggroup;it is, ashe putsit, «a marvel».lis distinctivephysicalcharacteris-
tics indicatethat it is the mostnorth-westerlyof the CanaryArchipelago:La
Palma Accordingtoourguidebook,it is an islandnoted«fortheextraordinary
beautyofits landscapeand. mostofalí, forthe famousCaldera in thecenterof
theisland;it is thelargest(volcanic)craterin theworld: 5 1/2 milesin diameter
Fromthe edgesof the crater,which towerup to nearly8,200 feetaltitude,with
pink jaggedcrestsfringedwith snowandcrownedwith giantpines,we descend
into a Dantesquecbasm,in someparts 6,566 feetdeep.a chaosof rocksand
trees and bellow are small farms surroundedby orchards»,Certainly this
awesomeand immensevolcanowasactive in classicaltimes, andpartsof he
islandwere recently«devastatedby the last eruption in July, 1949> ¡O,

Philostratusis evidently describingthevolcanicisle of La Palma wherehe
speaksof: -

(IV) Tite neigbbouríngisland, my boy. we rnay considera marvel: for fire
srnouldersundertite witoleofit, itavingworkedits wayinto undergroundpassages
andcavitíesof tite island,titrougit witicb, astitrougit ducts,tite llamesbreakfortit
andproduceterriftc torrents from witich pour rnighty rivers of fire titat run in
biílows to tite sea,Ifonewishesto speculateaboutsuchnsatters,tite islandprovides
naturalbiturnenandsulpitur: andwiten titesearemixedby tite sea,tite islandis
fannedinto llame by manywinds,drawing from titeseatitat witich sets tite fuel
allame,Rut tite painting,following tite accountsgiven by tite poets. goesfartiter
andascribesamytb to tite island.A giant.narnely,wasoncestruckdowntitere.and
upon him, as bestruggledin tbedeathagony.tite islandwasplacedasa bond to
itoid bu down,andhe doesnot yetyield but from beneatbtite eartbrenewstite
fight andbreatitesfortit titis fire asbeutterstitreats,Yonderfigure, tbeysay,would
representTypho in Sicíly or Enceladusitere in ltaly (le., Naples. tite site of tite
pinakes). giantstitat both continentsandislandsarepressingdown, not yetdead
indeed,butalwaysdying.Andyou.yourself,rny boy. will imaginethatyou bavenot
beenleft out of tite contesí.wbcn you look at tite peak of tite rnountains(La
Caldera): for witat you seetiterearetitunderboltswiticit Zeusis iturling attitegiant.
andtite giant is alreadygiving up tite strugglebut still trusts in tite eartit. but tite
eanit itasgrown wearybecausePoseidondoesnot perrnit iter to remainin place.
Poseidonhasspreada mist over tite contest,so titat it resembleswitat hastaken
place now, Tisis hill encircíedby the sea is tite borne of a serpent.guardian
doubtlessof sornericit treasuretitat lies biddenundertite earth.This creatureis
saidto bedevotedto goídandwitatevergoldentiting it seesit lovesandciterisbes:
thustite fleecein Colcitis andtite applesof titeHesperides.sincetbeyseeniedtobe
of gold. two serpentstitat neverslept guardedandcíaimedas titeir own,And tite
serpentof Atitena, titat even to-day still makesits borne (in Atitens) on tite
Acropolis. in rny opinion.itas loved tite peopleof tite Atiteniansbecauseof tite

9 SPAIN. pp. 972.992.
SPAIN, p. 1008. Titere wasanotitereruptionin 1971.
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gold wbicit titey makeinto grassbopperpins for titeir itair, Heretiteserpentitimself
is ofgold: andtite reasonhetitrustsisis iteadoutof tite hold is, 1 think.tbat isefears
for tite safety of tite treasurebiddenbelow

Now that we have placed our narrator-navigatoron the north-western
perimeterof the archipelago,it seemslogical to supposethat he would bave
continuedhis loopingperambulationstowardthesouth,tlien towardsthe east.
This meansthat the next island to be described by Philostratus should
correspondto Hierro. the mostwesterlyandsouthernof theCanaries.Phiíostra-
tus explainedthat the next island after La Palma waswaterless,rocky and
largely treeless.although it was noted for its local wines, and so the place
«claims to be dedicatedto Dionysius’>. It is also, as he telís us, foggy and
violently wíndswept from the west. These details also accord with the
guidebookdescriptionof Hierro, wherewereadhowtbisislandis characterized
by «thealmosttotal absenceof springs,poorly compensatedfor the dampness
of the foggy atmosphere.It hasrelativelyfew woods...wine,dríedfigs, fruit and
cheeseare the only exports...Before the discoveryof America,Hierro usedto
markthe endof the known world...The GreekgeographerPtolomaeusplaced
his first meridianhere...(Onesees)pyramidsof ashesin thegreenfields whích
aresweptby terriblewinds...Largefig-treesbendto thegroundin little enclosu-
res,which protectthem from the goats.

(There are) hugevineyardswhich producea yellow wine, pungentand
heady».The nativesof Philostratus’island weredancersand revellers,just as
were neancientHierrans:«Beforetbeir conquestby the Spanish,the inhabi-
tants,who calledthemselvesBen-Bashiror Bimbachos,wereapastoralpeople;
they had simple customs,loved dancing,and had no idea of either war or
money» t2,

Onceagainwe shallfind thatPhilostratus’description(againwinth thecus-
tomarymythicembellishments)closelyaccordswith the detailsof the modern
tourist’s handbook’sdescriptionof Hierro:

(V) Canopiedwith ivy andbryonyandgrape-vines.tisis next islandclairnsto
be dedicatedto Dionysus.but addstitat Dionysus is now absent,doubtlessreve-
lling sornewisereon tite (African), rnainland. itaving entrustedto Seilenustite
sacredobjectsof titis place:titeseobjectsareyondercymbalslying upsidedown,
andgoldenmixing-bowlsovertumed,andRutesstiííwarsn,anddrumslying silent:
tite westwind seemsto Iift tite fawn-skinsfromtheground:andtitereareserpents.
someof witicb aretwinedabouttite tityrsi andotiters,in adrunkensleep.areat tite
disposalof tite Bacchantesfor useasgirdies.Of theclustersofgrapessomeareripe
to bursting.sorneare turning dark. sorneare still green. andsorneappearto be
hudding.sinceDionysus itas cunninglyfsxed tite seasonsof tite vinesso titat ite
rnaygatiteracontinuousitarvest,Tite clustersaresoabundanttbattheybotit hang
frorn tite rocks andaresuspendedovertite sea,andbirds of both tite seaandtite

1V—La Palma.
> SPAIN, pp. 1013-14.
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landny up to pluck tbem;for Dionysusprovidestite vine for alí birds alike excepí
tite owl. andtitis bird alonebedrivesaway frorn titeclustersbecauseit givesman a
prejudiceagainstwine, For ifan infantcitild tisat hasnevertastedwine sbouldcal
tite eggsofanowl. be itateswine alí bis life andwouldrefuseto drink it andwould
beafraid of drunkenmen.But you arebold enougit, myhoy.nol to feareventite
Seilenusheretitat guardstite island, tbougit ite is botis drunkenandis trying to
seizea Baccitante,Site, itowever,doesnot deignto Iook athim, butsincesite loves
Dionysussite fasitions bis irnage in iter mmd and pictures1dm andseesitim.
absenttitougb be is: for titougis tSelook of tite Bacchante’seyesis waveríng,yet
assuredlyit is not free frorn drearnsof love ‘>.

Having finished-with Hierro, Pbiíostratusnow swingsto the north-eastto
Gomera,againa very different sort of placefrom the precedingisland.As the
narrator explaíns, this island «yonder» (about 46 miles from Hierro) is
mountainous,thickly coveredwith forestsproviding wood for ship building
(especiallyuseful for masts), and it once aboundedwith wild game. The
modernguidebookconcurs,noting that, althougbGomerahas «no definable
(volcanie)crater,the islandis surroundedby a wall of sheerbasalticcliffs, cut
by narrowbarrancos...The summitof the island,which reachesan altitude of
5,520feetat Garajonay.is coveredbetweentherockychainsby a fine fertilesoil
bearingthick forestswhosebeechtreesare of a size unknown elsewhere».
Philostratusalsospeaksof the yodellingcríesof the localhunters,«sothatyou
might saythat Echoherselfjoinsin therevelof thehunt».Theguidebookstates
thateventoday<«heinhabitantsofGomerahavethepeculiarcustomoftalking
to eachotherby meansof the modulatedwhistlingofbriefsignals.Fromvaley
to valley, they transmit messagesandwarníngs»‘~, Here is how Philostratus
put it:

(VI) Nature in fasitioning yonder mountainshasmadean island titickly
growssandcoveredwitit forest,Iofty cypressandfir andpine.oaksalso andcedar:
for tite treesarepaintedeacitin its cisaracteristicfonn,Tite regionson tite island
witerewild beastsaboundaretrackedby buntersof boaranddeer.sorneequipped
wítit itunting-spearsandwith bows.Knivesandclubs. my hoy, arecarried by tite
bold itunters that attackat closequarters;anditere netsarespreadtbrougit tite
forest.sorneto surroundtite animals,sometoentraptitern,andsometocitecktiteir
running. Someof tite animalsitave beentaken,sorneflre struggling.sornebave
overpoweredtite itunter: everyyouthfuíarrn is in action, anddogsjoin menin an
outcry. so that you migitt say titat Echo iterselfjoins in tite revel of tite itunt,
Woodsmencut titrougb tite tau treesandtrim theni;andwitile oneraisesisis axe,
anotiteritasdrivenit borne,atbird witets isis axewhicit heflnds dulí from hewing.
anotherexaminesisis fir tree,judgingtite treewith aview to a rnastfor bissitip, and
still anotitercutsyoung andstraight treesfor oars

3 V,—Hierro.
‘4 SPAIN. p. 1011.
‘~ VI—Gomera.
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Now, with Philostratus’ plot clearly fixed upon the map. there can be no
doubtthat the nextislandin thechainof descriptionswould haveto havebeen
Tener(fe. As characterizedby ihe Greek.the islandis rocky, extremelyelevated,
and a natural nestingplace for swarmsof birds. As the moderm guidebook
explains:«Tenerifeisa volcanieformationlike theotberCanaryIslands:in the
centreof its largestpart rises the enormouscraterof Las Cañadas(6,560feet
altitude),12 kilometreswide,in tite centreof whicb is theenormousconeof tite
famoúsTeidePeak, 12,180 feet high; the peak,visible from far out at sea,has
neverfailed to impresspassingmariners Tite whole curved-inpart of tite
north-westshows a profusionof flora andfruit, asin thelegendatyGardensof
the Hesperides....Tenerife,ver>’different from theGrand Canary(tite last stop
on Pitilostratus’itinerar>’), hasfew forests, andtheseonly at the heightof Las
Cañadas»t6, Unfortunately, there is no mention here of the flocks of sea-
birds—buttheexistenceof thesecanbeattestedto by anymodernvisitor to the
island. Here is how PhilostratusdescribedTener(fe:

(VII) Tite precipitousrock and tite tlock of seagulísandtite birds in tbeir
rnidst itave beenpaintedfor somesucit reasonastisis: Tite men areattackingtite
sea-gulís,but not.by Zeus,for titeir llesh,witich is blackaudnoisorneandunpala-
table eventoa itungry man:but thesebirds supply to tite sonsof tite doctorsasto-
rnacit of sucis propertiesas to assurea good appetitein tisosewito eatsit and to
madetiternat nigitt. Rut tite gulís inducetite ternwith apartof tite food titey catcit
to actas awardenandto keepawakefor tisem,Nowtitoughtite temis a sea-bird.
yet it is sirnple-rninded.easy-going,andinefflcientatcatcitingprey:but in resisting
sleepit is strongandin factsleepsbuí little, For tisis reasonit letsout titeuseof lis
eyesto titegulís.Sowhentite gulísfly awayafter food.tite ternkeepsguardaround
tite itomerock. andthegulísretumtowardseveningbringing to it a titite of witat
titey itavecaugití: titey al oncesíeproundabouttite tern.andit staysawakeandis
neverovercomeby sleepexceptwitenthcy arewilling. If it sensestite approachof
any dangerit raisesa piercingsitrilí cry. audtitey riscaí tite signalandlly away.
supportingriteir warden if ever it growsweary in lligisí. Rut in tisis picture it is
standingandwatchingovertitegulís.In titat it standsin tite midst of itsbirds. tite
1cm is like Proteusamonglis seals.but it is superiorto Proteusin titat it doesnot
sleep “.

As is by now obvious, Philostratus’final stop was at tite island called tite
Gran Canaria,evidentlytheoní>’ oneatwhich anchoragewasmade.Moreover.
his mentionof tite island’s famousracingdogs (canis)gives us today a very
goodideaof titeetymologicalsourcefor themodernnameof titis Gran Canaria:

(VIII) On titis island.rnyboy. we haveputasitore:andtitougit i do not know
witat jis narneis, 1 st leasísisouldcali it ‘<golden», itad nol tite poetsappliedthis
epititet at randomto everytitingbeautifulandmarveííous.It is only big enougitlo

6 SPAIN. p. 997.
~7VII—Tener/fe.
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itaveasmall palace:for no onewiII plougit itereorcultivatetite vine: but it itas an
abundanceof springs,(tosorneof witicli it furnisitespurecold waterandto some
warerritat it itas iteate8, Let us concludethat it is an islandso well suppliedwith
water titat tite waterovertlowsinto tite sea,As for [bis surging water. bubbling
springstitat Ieap up andboundon itigis as frorn a cauldroncausetite rippling
waves,andtitis islandsurroundstite springs.Nowtite marvelof tite sourceof tite
springs,witetiteronesitouídassumethattitey comefromtite eartitorsitouídlocate
titem in tite sea,Proteusiteresitalí decide:for be itascometorenderjudgmenton
titis point.Le; us examinetite city titat itasbeenbuilt upontite island,For in trutit
titere itas beenbuilt tiserea likenessof afair andsplendidcity no largertitan a
itouse.andthereinis nurturedaróyal child andtitecity is bis play-titing.Titere isa
Iheatrelargeenougit to receivehurn1andbis playfellows, anda itippodromeitas
beenconstructedof sufficientsizefor little Melitacandogsto run meesin: for tite
boy usestiteseas itorsesandtitey areiteld togetiserby yokeandcitariot, andtite
driverswill betiteseapestitat titehoy regardsasbis servants,Yonderliare, brougitt
into tite itouseonly yesterday,1 believe. is fastenedwitit apurpleleasit Iike a dog.
but it objectsto beingboundandseeksto slip its bondswith tite itelp of its front
feet:andaparrotandarnagpiein awovencagesing Iike Sirenson tite island: tite
rnagpiesingswitat it knows,but tite parrot witat itas beentaugitt ‘~.

As the guidebook states(making, however,no mentionof modern dog-
races):«GrandCanar>’hasbeencalled“a miniaturecontinent”,becauseof the
contrastbetweentheAlpine natureofcertainvalleysandtheAfrican character
of the southcoast.The islandis almostcircular, 29 miles wide and 34 miles
long. It formsa volcanicmountainousmassdeepí>’indentedby barrancos,the
sides of which are often sheer,nr hollowed out by former craters.Its bighest
point, Los Pechos, reachesan altitude of 6,496 feet... Woods of laurels,
eucalyptus,or magnificentpinescoverthepeaksandsomenr the slopes...The
islandpossessesagreatnumberof mineralandhot springs...Scarcelyanything
is knownof the histor>’of GrandCanarybeforethearrival of Europeansin the
lSth-century,exceptthat the nativescalledit Tamaram,“homeor thevaliant”...
On landing at Gáldar. (the first Spaniards)found 600 warriors...and had to
seekrefuge in a tugoror, or council-chamber»Gáldar,some 30 km. from the
modermport-cityof Las Palmas,wasthe ancientcourtof the Guanchekings
(«guanartemes’>)~. Gáldaris alsoVer>’ likely tobethat«city thathasbeenbuilt

It VIII—Gran Canaria,

‘9 SPAIN. pp. 977-8. Tite pre-Europeanpopulationof tite Canaries,calledGuanc/se&are
asuniqueastite islandswiticit titey initabited.Titey (like theirislands)areeasyto recognize
in anearlyStli- to 6tit-centuryGreektext—titerecalled«Aedsiopes»—duetotiteir unusually
taIl statureandfair cornpíexions.Accordingto Scylax(Peñp/us. 112): «Andtitese(western)
Acduiopes aretite tallestofalí menwe know. tallertitan four cubits.And someof thernarefive
cubitstalí, And titey arebearded,andhavelong bair, andaretite mostbeautifulof alí men.
And lie rules over titem wito is tite tallest,And titey areitorsemenandjavelin-tlirowersand
arciters:and(beingignoran;of rnetals)tbeyusedartsitardenedin tire>,. Wlien speakingof
tite eastemnbrancitof tisis raceof sucit tau stature.tite late2d-centuryBC writer Agatliarchi-
des(Deniari e.ythraeo,49) gayetitem tite teisurelyandgenerous-mindedqualitiesusually
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upontheisland...no largerthanahouse»,whichwasdescribedby Philostratus.
As 1 have also supposed,it appearsthat Philostratus’ship finally dropped
anchorin LasPalmas,on the north-easttip of the island,mostprobabí>’ in the
ancientshelteredport within the modernprovincial capital —el Puerto dela
Luz— where passengersstill customaril>’ disembark.Here also Columbus
madeport in preparationfor his momentousvoyagesto the NewWorld.

As Lehmann-Hartlebenhadsupposed,given the fact that Philostratuswas
actualí>’ describing a real painting, it would be logical to assume that
«Philostratus’Marine-Painter»(to coin a namefor thisotherwiseunidentified
andtalentedtopographicalpainter)probabí>’drewupon textual sources—or
perhapseven verbal accounts—describing the topographyand points of
interest in the semi-legendary«Fortunate Islands» beyond the Pillars of
Hercules which Mediterraneansailors had been visiting for centuries.
Although the ftrst documeníedvoyageto theseregionsis thatof the Phoentctan
sailorHanno(before480 BC), it is certainthathewasnotthe first Furopeanto
know thesewaters20 ASter Hanno’stime thereare severalotheraccountsof

associatedwitit theinisabitantsof tite legendaryFortunatelslands.sayingtitey «aresaid to
itave limited alí uselesstisings.andlacknothingwiticit is fttting, alí endeavoringto follow a
divine way of life.,, Sincetitey do not cravepower.titey arenot involved in contentiousand
unitappysírife.,,Theydo not endangertiseir lives by navigationfor titesakeofgain,titereby
metingout pain titrough fatalsitipwreaks.Rut needinglittle, titey itave few griefs.Gaininga
sufftciency, titey do not demandsuperfluities...Titerefore, itaving ah titat he wants. he is
happyaccordingto tite logic of namre»Theseseerning-legendsabouttite talíAeth/opes; Ii-
ving in tite carefreeconditionsof a kind of primitive «GoldenAge”. aresubstantiatedUy
arcitacologicalÍinds and itistorical knowledgeof the real.ancient.Guanches.

Accoring to ourguidebook.«in tite tStit-century,titeFrencisandSpanisliconquerorswito
set foot on tite islandsfoundtitere a~fair-skinned race,of itigit stature.wbo behievedtitey
weretite lastsurvivorsof titeworld,alt tite resthavingperished”.Titis Guancheracetitenstill
lived asin titeStoneAge.not knowingoftite existenceof metal.Titey embalmedtiteir deadin
tite Egyptianfasition.andpaintedtiteir bodieson certaindayswitit designs...Titeir language.
of unknown origin. seernsto beíongto tite Berberand Haitian dialecis. Nurnerougskulls
foundsliow cliaracteristiessirnilarto titoseof Cro-Magnonman.,,Titesarneracepeopledtite
islands,altliougit navigationandboat-buildingwere unknownto titem.,.Tite peoplewors-
itipped onegod, He wito is Terribly Great”, titeAlmigitty, andpractisedcustornsofgenero-
sity, courageandcitastity witicit astonisitedtite invaders.,.Guanciteskulls. skeletonsand
rnummies(itavebeen)foundin thegrottoesor on tite battíef,elds.Certainwarriorswcre as
talí as 6 ft., 7 in. Tite mysteriousGuancitepeople...mingled with tite Spanishcolonizers.
whoselanguageandnamestitey adopted.togetiserwitit tiseir religion. ...In tite isolatedpue-
bios, itowever.onestill meetstypesof rnountain-dwellersof very talí statureandlight-colored
eyes who undoubtedlydescenddirectiy frorn tite nature-raceof bygone days.» SPAIN,
Pp. 972,984.997.

215 Especiallyinformativeon earlyexpeditionsto. and knowledgeof tite regionsbeyond
tite Pillars of HerculesareM. Cary& E. H. Warmington.The Ancien, Exp/orers. Harmonds-
wortit. 1963.stating(Pp. 43. 45) titat «Atlantic navigationdateswell backmio tite preitistoric
era..,Tite Pitoenici~nsprobablyreacitedtite StraitsofGibraltarsoonafter1200 BCo. Seealso
A. Scliulten.Tarasxás Madrid:Austral, 1972, for moreon earlynavigationin Spanisitwaters.
including an interestingcxaniinatíon(witich 1 cannotaccept:seenote 25) of tite Atíantis
legendin relation to ancientTartessós(p. 159 ff.).
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trips alongtite northernAfricancoasts.Curiousl>’enough,as weexaminethese
in detail, we shall find that of alí or theseit is Philostratus’eikonwhich seems
the mostcoherentof tite extantancientdescriptionsof tite strikingappearance
of theseveralCanaryTslands!Thereforeit is my hypothesisthat the Philostra-
tus Marine-Painteralso drewupon betteror moredetailedreportsthan those
written texts which have survived to the presentday. Certainly, given the
tenuoussurvival rateof suchearlydocuments,tisis is notanunwarrentedsup-
position.

Hannéspioneeringtrip to the southAtlantic, the first actualí>’recorded,is
besttold in hisown words,suchas tisesehavesurvivedin a Greekmanuscript
known as the ‘<Periplus of Hanno»:

Tite CartitaginianscomrnissionedHannoto sail past tite Pillars of Heracles,
andto foundcitiesof tlie Liby-Pitonenicians(i.e..tite Tunisian-Cartitaginians).He
setsalí witit sixty vesselsof ftfty oarsanda niultitudeof menandwomento tite
numberof 30000 (evidently an exaggeration,or an error of transcription),and
provisionsandotiterequiprnent.

After puttingout to seaandpassingtite Pillars we sailedbeyondtitern for two
days(at tisis timeadayssail wasabout80-90nauticalmiles).llerewe foundedour
first city. witicli we namedTitymiaterium(Meitedia).Underit awide plainopened
to view. Tisencewe síoodout westwardandmadeCapeSolocis(CapeCantín).a
denselywoodedLibyan (i.e., nortli-African) promontory.

Havingfoundedatempleof Poseidonattisis poiníwe sailedon for itaífadayto
tite east,until we arrivedata lagoon(tite marsisesof titeriverTensift). fulí of itigit
and titick-grown cane,Tisis was itauntedby elephantsand multitudesof otiter
grazingbeasts.

We skirted tite lagoonfor aboutoneday’s journey.Titen we foundedsea-side
townswiticit we namedCarianFort (Mogador),Gutta,Acra (Agadir), Melitta, and
Ararnbys.

Puttingout from titat point we reacitedabig river llowing frorn Libya. tite Lixus
(tite Draa.witicit still cardesan irnposingvolurneof waterwiten in spate).Lixite
nornadspasturedtiteir llocksonits banks,We madefriendswitli tisemandstayed
witli titern for atime.

Beyond titesedwelt initospitableAerhiopes (Berbers-Guancites).Titeir land is
tnfestedwitit wild beastsandis brokenupwitit isigis rnountain-citains(titeanti-At-
las),from witich tite Lixus is saidto tlow. Tisesehigblandsare initabitedby afrea-
kisit raceof men.titeTroglodytes(Pygrnies?),wito aresaidby titeLixites to runfas-
ter then itorses.

From tbern (tite Lixites) we took interpretersandcoastedalongtite desert(tite
Saitara)soutitwardfor two days(passingtheCanaries!).Titencewe turnedback
eastfor oneday.Therewe foundattite top of agulf asmall island,witit acircuit of
five stades(ca.halfa mile). Herewe foundedacolonynamedCerne,Wcestimated
from thedistancetraversedtitat it lay in aline with Cartitage;for it wastite sarne
distancefrorn Cartitageto tite Pillars andtitenceto Cerne(Heme Island).

From titat point we sailedtitrougit tite delta of a big river narnedtite Cliretes.
andcarneto a lake containingtitree islands largerthan Cerne. From titere we
accomplisitedoneday’ssail andarrived at tite iteadofthelake, Beyondtisis avety
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itigli rangeof mountainsroselike atower.Titis waspeopledby swar’nsofwild rnen
in beastsskins,wito drove us off with stonesandwould not let us land,

Sailingon fromthat pointwe carneto anotiterdeepandwide river, wisich was
infested witit crocodilesanditippopotami.Titencewe turnedbackto Cerne.

FromCernewe sailedsoutit for twelvedays,skirting tite lad,This waspeopled
alí thewaywitli Etitiopians.who ran awayfrom us anddid not stay.Titeir tongue
wasunintelligible to us andto tite Lixites in ourcompany.

Ontite last day of tite twelve we madefast undera higit woodedrange,with
varied andfragranttrees(CaboVerde) II

Obviously,Hannopassedcloseby theCanaries-althoughhedoesnotmake
the slightestmentionof them.The likely conclusion,supportedby otherearly
texts to be quotedhere, is that theseislandswerealreadysowell known to the
Carthaginiansasnot to require further explanation.

The later,semi-legendary«FortunateIslands»—inGreek.Kai ion Makaron
Nesois in Latin, FortunaíaeInsulae—aredescribedin the surviving documents
(with the sole exceptionof the Imagines!)in such a way as to makeaccurate
identificationusualí>’ nearí>’impossiblebetweentite threelikely Atlantic archi-
pelagos:eithertheCanaries,or the Mores,or Madeira.Thesourceof thiscon-
fusionhada lot todowith a generallackof precisionconeernigtheactualnum-
ber of islandsdescribed.Onesucb frustratingexampleis a bookby an unk-
nown authorcalled the Peri íhaumsgionakoñsmata(«ConcerningMarvellous
ThingsHeardOf>’). It probabí>’refersto anotherCarthaginianvoyage,perhaps
asearly as the Sth- or 6th-centuryBC:

It is said titat in tite seabeyondtite Pillars of HerculestiteCartitaginiansdisco-
veredan uninitabitedisland(or islandsl),altitoughonecoveredwitit all mannerof
treesand crisscrossedby navigablerivers (or inlets: also likely consideringtite
extremelyshallowdraftof boatsof thetime). Titis islandis notewortityfor its fruits.
It wasveryfar from rerrafirma. frorn witich it wasseveraldayssailing distance.Its
fertility causedtite Cartbaginiansto frequently visit it. audsomeof titem even
settledtitere,Rut tite Cartitaginianautitoritiesprohibitedfurtiter navigationtitere
undertite painofdeatit.evenputtingtitecoloniststo deatitin ordernot to revealits
existence.and titere arrived a multitude of otiter people(evidently tite Berber-
speaking,very talí, fair-itairedGuanches: tite laterinitabitantsoftite Canarieswiten
tite Spaniardsarrived).wiso tookovertite island(s),pre~entingtiteCartitaginians
frorn exploiting it (titem) furtiter 22

DiodorusSiculus,writing muchlaterin theAugustanperiod(Libra ry, Book
Y, 20,3),repeatedthestoryof the mysteriousCarthaginiancolon>’takenoverby
apeopleunknownin titeMediterranean.Adthoughhe makesmentionof Etrus-
canswith similar designs upon the paradisefar out in tite Atlantic, he also
madesclear that their designsupon thesefair sitoreswerenever realized:

21 Hanno,as,quotedin The Ancien: Explorerv. pp. 63-4.
22 Peri, as quotedby Garcíay Bellido, «Las islas’>. p. 50.
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Tite Plioenicians.wito from ancienttimes on ¡nadevoyagescontinually for
purposesor trade.plantedmanycoloniestisrougitoutLibye(rneaningnortit Afri-
ca).andnot a fewas well in tite westernpartsof Europe.Andsincetiteir ventures
turnedout accordingto titeir expectations,titey amassedgreatwealtit andessayed
tu voyagebeyondtite Pillarsof ¡-lercules(Erakleiou s:e/au). into theseawiticli men
cali Tite Ocean,And, ftrstofalí, upontheStraititself by tite Pillarstitey foundeda
city on tite sitoresofEurope.andsincetite landformedapeninsulatliey calledtite
city Gaderia (Cádiz)...ThePitoenicians.titen, witile exploringtite coastoutsidetite
Pillarsfor tite reasonswe itavestated,andwitile sailing alongtite(Atlantic) sitore
of Libye. weredrivenby strongwindsagreatdistanceout into tite ocean,And after
beingstorm-tossedfor rnanydays.they werecarriedasitoreon tite island(descri-
bedbetow),andwitentisey itad observedits felicity andnaturetitey causedit to be
known by alí men,Consequentlytite Tyrrhenoi (Etruscans),at tite tirne (ótit-cen-
tury) witen tbey werernastersof tisewesternMediterraneansea,proposedto dis-
patcha colony tu it: but tite Cartitaginianspreventedtiteir doing so. partlyout of
concernlest rnany inhabitantsof Cartisagesisouldrernove titere becauseof tite
excellenceof tite island,andpartly in orderto isavereadyin it a placein witicit to
seekrefuge againstan incalculabletum of fortune. in casesorne total disaster
sitouldovertakeCartitage.Por it wastiseir tbouglit tbat,sincetitey were rnastersof
tite (Atíantie)sea,titey would tisusbeaisleto move.houselioldsandah,toan island
witicli wasunknownto titeir conquerors.

Diodorusalsodescribedthedelightsof themarvellousisland(s),which he,
of course,oní>’ knewof at secondhand (Y, 19, 1-3):

(After itaving) discussedwliaí relatesto tite (Mediterranean)islandswiticli lic
w¡thin tite Pillars of Hercules,we sitalí give an accountof titosewliicit arein Tite
Ocean,PorItere lies out in tite deepoitLibye (Morocco)anislandofconsiderable
size, andsituatedas it is in theoceanit is distantfrom Libyeavoyageof a nurniter
of daysto tite (soutit) west. Its Iand is fruitful. muchof it beingmountainousand
not a little beingalevel plainofsurpassingbeauty.Titrough it flow (barely)naviga-
ble rivers(for instance.tite shallowBarranco Guiniguada on Gran Canaria, or tite
Barranco de Santos on Tenenfe) whicbareusedfor irrigation, andtite islandcon-
tains manyparkspíantedwitit treesof everyvarietyandgardensin greatmultitu-
deswliicit aretraversedby strearnsof sweetwater: on it also areprívatevillas of
costly construction,and tbroughouttite gardensbanquetingitouses have been
constructedin a settingof flowers, andin thern tite initabitants [msstiteir time
duringtite summerseason,sincethelandsuppliesin abundanceeverytitingwiticit
contributesto enjoymentandluxury. Tite rnountainouspanof tite island is cove-
res witit densetisicketsof greatextentandwitit fruit-treesof everyvariety.and.mvi-
ting mento life arnongtite rnountains,it itascozygíensandsprings in greatnum-
ber, In a word, titis islandis well suppliedwitli springsof sweetwater(or mineral
springs)witicit not oníy malcestite useof it enjoyablefor titose wito passtiteir life
titerebut alsocontributeto tite iteaíthandvigor of titeir bodies,Titere is also exce-
llent liunting of everymannerofbeastandwild animal.andtheinitabitants.being
well suppliedwitit tisis garneat tiserir feasts.lack of notliing witich pertains tu
luxury andextravagance:for in facttite seawiticit wasitestite sitoreof tite island
containsamultitudeof lisit. sincetitecisaracterof titeoceanis sucit rhat it abounds
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tlirougit¿ut irs extentwitit ¡bit ofeveryvariety.And,speakinggenerally.tite climate
of titis island is so altogetitermild titat it producesin abundancetite fruits of tite
treesandtite otiterseasonalfruits for tite largerpanof tite year. so titar it would
appeartitat tite island.becauseofitsexceptionalfelicity. wereadwelling-placeof a
mceof gods andnot of men.

Anothermentionof the (same?)«FortunateTslands»is foundin relationto
a storyoverheardby the notableRomanexile Sertorius;this probablyhappe-
nedaround82 B CAs told by Plutarch,Sertorius,following a militar>’ defeatin
Morocco,returnedto Spain,landingnearCádiz.There,saysPlutarch(«Serto-
nus»,X~TII, 1-2):

He felí in witit sornesailors wito itad recentlycarnebackfrom tite Atlantic
Islands(tou Atlan:ikon néson). Tisesearetwo in number.separatedby avery narrow
strait:titey areten thousandstadesdistantfrorn Africa(anexaggeratedfigure,equa-
líing around2.000kilometers).andarecalled tite lslandsof tite Blest (kaí onomá-
zonraiMakáron). Theyenjoymoderaterainsat long intervaís.andwindswhicit for
tite mostpart aresoft andprecipitatedews,so titat tite islandsnot only itavearich
soil whicit is excellentfor plowing andplanting.but alsoproducea naturalfruit
titat is plentiful andwitolesomeenougit to feed.wititout toil or trouble.a leisured
folk, Moreover,an air titat is salubrious,owing to tite climate andtite moderate
citangesin tite seasons.prevailson theislands.Fortite nortitandeastwindswhicit
blow out from ourpanof theworld plungeinto fatitomlessspace.and.owingto tite
distance.dissipatctitemselvesandlosetiteir powerbeforethey reachtite islands:
witile tite soutit andwest windstitat envelopetite islandsfrom tite seasometimcs
bringin titeir train soft andinterrnittentshowers.but for tite mostpartcool them
witit rnoistbreezesandgentlynourisli titesoil, Thereforeaf¡rrn beliefhas¡nadeits
way. evento tite Barbarians.tbat titere is tite Elysian Ficíd. andtite abodeof tite
blessed,of wliicit Homersang23

The referenceto Homerindicatesin a useful fashionthe mannerin which
real geographicallocalities—known as a rule to thesewritersonly at second
hand from travellers’ tales—becameidentified with pre-existent legends.
According to the Greekbard (Odyssey,IV, 563-568):

Theimrnortalswilt sendyou to titeElysianField, to tite boundariesof tite eartit.
whereis yellow-itaired Risadamantus,Titere, in truth, is tite easiestlife for men,
Titere is neithersnowtitere nor long winter noreven ram,but Oceaneverscnds
fortit tite gentíy blowing breezesof Zepityr(Zephúroio) to rcfresit mcn

23 Garcíay Bellido (ibid.) rnentionsafragmentarytext by Sallust(Historia¿’. l. 101)witicit
repeatsSenoriusstory. addingat its close,«it is known that titesetwo islandswerecloseto
oneanother,bcingsorne 10.000stadesdistant from Cadiz.andtitesespontaneouslyprodu-
ced food for men>’. Although it is cornmonlybelievedtitat tite «two islands»mentionedin
titeseaccountsreferto Madeira,1 am inclinedto thinktitem to beLanzaroteandFuerteven-
tura. whicit tite Pitoenicianscertainly knewat f¡rst-itand,

24 Altitough 1 doubttitat Homerisad any«real»placein mmd. in generaltermsitis cita-
racterizationof tite Elysian Fieídscertainly is applicableto tite Canaries(SPAIN. p. 972):
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The «Elysian Field», on an island(or islands) in the distant seasto the
West,wasa motif repeatedlaterby Pindar (OdaeOlympiae,II, 68-76):«alí those
soulswho...havecompletedthe roadof Zeusto thetoweror Chronusgo where
the oceanbreezesblow about the Islandsof tite Blest and flowers of gold are
gleaming...»The ideareappearsin Hesiod’sdescriptionof the‘Ageof Heroes”
(WorksandDays,60-65),who «dwell with heartsfree of sorrowín tite islandsof
tite blessed(makóronnésoioi)by the deep-eddyingocean»25,

The laterGreek geographerStraboalso knew of sorneMakáron nésoi —

«FortunateIsles>’— that were mentionedbriefly in his Geographiká(written
between29 and 7 BC). But he too had neverseentheseislesof the blessed.
Nevertheless,he refers(Book 1, 1, 5) to «theMakáron nésoi, found in front of
Maurousia(Morocco),towardsthe limits of theWest,by.thepart where(Africa)
comesnearto Iberia (Spain),andthis samenameshowsthat theseisles were
believedtobe fortunatefor beingin thevicinít>’ of theseplaces>’ 26, Thus,Stra-
bo wasthefirst to identify —in a strictly geographicway—theactuallocality of
theMakáron Nésolin theplacewhereonetoda>’finds theCanaries.As the Spa-
nisheditorof Strabo’sGeographikómakesclear:«theMaIc¿ron Nésol,or Islasde
los Bienaventurados”(the Romanscalled them Fortunarae Insulae) are the
Canar>’lslands(IslasCanarias).Doubtlessly,titesewereknownin ancienttimes
to Andalucianfishermenwho madethen,as now, lengthy fishing expeditions,
sailingthelength of theMoroccancoastdown totite Sahara(perhapsevenpast
Villa Cisneros).Punicnavigatorsfrom Cádiz mustthereforehavealso known

«Exposedto tite TradeWindsandbatisedby tite Gulf Stream.tite archipelagoenjoysalmosí
perpetualspringconditións.,,Noiteating is requiredin titewinter, andtite summersarenever
unpleasantíyitot... Titese(are)happyislands. whosenaturalbeautyandoriginality. togetiter
with tite inborncharrnoftite inhabitantsfon astrongínducementto retain tite travelíer»,It
mayalsobeadded,asamatterof peripiteralinterest,titat titenarneof «yellow-itairedRitada-
mantitus” is somewitatlike tisat of tite «¡¡ar/mg¡¿adas”, tite SacredVirgins of the fair-com-
plected.sometirnesblonde,Guanchos,«alí daugittersofcitieftains.wito itad to subrnit to tite
sarnerigorouscitastityastite RornanVestals.,,Ondaysofpubliegrief. titerewerebeatenin a
processionaccompaniedby convulsivedances.witilst imploring tite clemencyof tite itea-
vens. Titey can belikened to tite Hesperidesof Greeklegend>’. SPAIN. p. 991.

25 Allied to titis is tite farnouslegeudof tite «lost continent»of Atíantis. witose original
textual source is Plato (Timaeus, 24c: Kritias. 1 14a). A lot of rubbisit, of course,has been
publishedabouttliis legend,andthesemateríaisareexaminedin a lively fashionby L. Spra-
guedeCamp,Lost Continents:TheAtíantis Theme. NewYork: Dover. 1954. lf titerewas a real
placewiticit inspiredPlatoslegend(asíbelieve).tisen titis is theAegeanislandofTitera-San-
torini, devastatedby a volcaniceruptionin tite rnid-2d Milleniurn: J. V. Luce. The End of
Arlanris: New Ligia on Oíd Legend London, 1969. A fascinatingexplorationof cartograpitie
confusion in regard[o tite contentsof tite Atlantic Ocean.cxtendingeven into relatively
modem times. is found in R.H. Ramsey,No Longer on the Map: Discovcring Places ruar Never
Were. NewYork, 1973.Nurnerousreferencestotitemodern(re-)discovcryof rite Canariesare
foundini, H. Parry,The Age of Reconnai.ssance, New York, 1963.

26 Straboscitations liave beenlargeíy taken from an edition excellentlyannotatedby
Garcíay Bellido: España y los españoles hace dos mil años según la «Geografla» de Sirabón. Ma-
drid. Austral. 1945.
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of them,andit wasthroughthemthatcertainnoticesof these(real)islandsrea-
chedtite GreekandRomangeographersandhistorians»27

Rut Straboelsewherechampionsthe traditional link of theseislandsto the
«Elysian Fields» found in the Homeric saga,and in thesepassagesonecan
againappreciatethe mannerin which geographicalfactcameto beinextrica-
bí>’ identified with ancientlegend(Rook III, 2, II):

It seernstliat in formertimestite Baitis (GuadalquivirRiver)wascallesTanes-
sós (tite «Tarsitisb»of tite Oíd Testarnent).andGódeira (Cádiz>, andits nearby
islands.were calledErfitheia (tite Islade León)...Eratotitenesis accustomedtocatt
Tartessós tite regionaroundKólpe (Gibraltar).and calís Erj>theia «tite fortunate
isle».

Rut, as Straboaddslater(III, 2, 13):

Horneritad tite ideaof píacinghere(ontite southernAtlantic coastof Spain)
tite dwelling-placeof pious souls, the «E/>sion Pedion” (Elysian Fields), witere.
accordingto tite predictionof Proteus,Menelausmustlive someday(and quotes
tite Homeriepassagecited aboye).

Therefore,anyonewhohadreadStrabowould haveknownthat the«Fortu-
nateIsles>’,hereequatedwith the«EI>’sian Fields»,werelocatedin theAtlantic
directí>’ tothesóuthof, andnotfor distantfrom Spainin general.or from Cádiz
in particular—inotherwordsjust in that placewherethe Canar>’Archipelago
is actualí>’ to be found toda>’.

Somewhatlater, the actual locationof theseFortunate/Canary[slands was
madeevenmoreapparentby PomponiusMela (ca.50 AD) in his Chorographia
(III, 100-102):

Pasttisis (titePillarsof Hercules).thecoastbegins,witicit turns[otite West.bat-
ited by tite Mare At/anticum. In tite flrst pandwell tite Aeíhiopes In tite middle of
titis, nobodylives; for tisis is a regionwitit parcitedzonesandotherscoveredwith
sandandstones.infestedwitit reptiles(tite Saitara). tn front of tite parcitedzone
aretheislandsin witicit it is recalledtitat theHesperidesliad titeretiteir dwelling-
place. In tite sandyregionaretite AtlasMountains.In front of titesearetiteFortu-
natae lasa/aa, witosesoil spontaneouslyproducesagreatquantityof fruits. witicit
grow wititout cease(i.e.. all year long), andwbicit serveto nourisit the tranquil
initabitants,itappiertitan tisosewho dwelí in sumptuouscities.Titereareon oneof
theseisíands,twospringswitich possessextraordinaryqualities:tite watersofone
of titesegive to titeonewito drinksfrorn it a laugliing-f¡t witicit endsin death.the
watcrsfrorn tite otitercuresthis illness, (Furtiteron) to tite soutit.pastthe regions
infcstedwitit serpents.arefoundtite /iimanropodes («big-foot men»).witose flexible
andcurvedlegsareused,so titey say.to slitherratitertitan to walk.,. (andso forth,
endingby describingtropical regionswitit elepitants)28

27 Garcíay Bellido Strabón, note 365.p. 207.
28 Mela. in. La España de/siglo Ide nuestra era según P Mala i’ (1 P/inio (A. Garcíay Bellido.

editor). BuenosAires: Austral. 1945.Pp.41-2.
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Rut of alí the ancientwriters (otherthan, of course,Pitilostratus!) it was
Pliny the Elder who providedtbe mostorganizedanddetaileddescriptionof
the Fortunate/Canar>’Arebipelago.Therearetwo referencesto theseislandsin
his NaturalisHistoria. The ftrst mention(IV, 119) is ratherbrief, dealingwith
variousisland-groupsoff IheAtlanticcoasts:«In front of Celtiberia (Spain)the-
re areseveralisíands...andbeforethe Promuníurium(CapeFinisterre),in the
region of the Arroírebae(Galicia). therestand the six insulaeDeorum, which
havebeencalledby someForrunatae» 29 The secondreferenceto these(VI, 201-
205) is longer,moredetailedandfar moreaccuratein the strictly geogra-phical
sense:

Titerearethosewito believetisatevenfurtiterawayaretheFortunataeandsome
otiter islands (evidentlyreferring to tite westernpart of tite CanaryArcitipelago,
witicit isadnotbeenyetcolonizedby King Jubaof Morocco).Sebosusitimselfhas
cometo give titeir numberanddistances,statingtitat lunonia (FUERTEVENTU-
RA, closestto tite African rnainland)is located750miles frorn Cádiz (a Cadibus
DCCL p. ¡milia passum/ tradit): tliat Pluvalia (HIERRO) andCapraria (GRAND
CANARY). locatedfurtiter to tite west,arefoundatanidenticaldistancefrorn Cá-
diz: titat in Pl~ ya//a tisereis no waterbut rainfalí: tital at250 miles from titis are
foundtite Forrunataa. placedto tite left ofMauretania in titeeiglit itour of tite Sun
(in VIII horam solis): tisat oneislandis calledInvallis (LA PALMA). on accountof
its deepdepressions.andanotiteris calledPlanas/a (GOMERA). on accountof its
distinctive (planitas) citaracter(... er Planas/a a specie): tisat tite circumferanceof
Invallis is 300milesandtitat its treesreacita iteigitt of 140 feel (aclearreferenceto
Gomerasuniquely immensebeech-woodtrees).Jubacameto investigatetitese
titings of tite Fonunaíae: be placedtisernalsoto tite soutisandto tite westat625 mi-
lesfrom titePurpnriariae Islands(in titeMediterranean).locatedin sucit awaytliat
onesails lo titem first by going250milesaboyeto tite west, titen by following an
easterlycoursefor 375miles(titis mustbean errorin transcriptionfor it makesno
sense).Tite f¡rstis caledOmbrion (LANZAROTE). witicit givesnosign witatsoever
of construction,butitason its itilis apool andtreeswiticit look like sticks(arboras
sunilesfarulae) (surelytiteagavecactifoundin abundance);fromtheblacktreesbit-
ter wateris extractedandagreeablewaterfrom rite witite ones,Anotiter island is
calledlunonia (FUERTEVENTURA),onwisichis seenasmall temple madeofsto-
nc. In tite proxirnity titere is anothersrnall island of tite samename(«lunonia
M/nor’>=PUNTO DE JANDÍA). TitencomesCapraria («goat-land”).fulí of large
lizards,Within sigitt of titis is Ninguaria (TENERIFE).socalled becauseof its eter-
nalsnows(qssaehoc nomennomenaccepent aperpetua nive; acitaracteristieaspectof
TeidePeak).acluodyplace.Nearto titis is Canaria [witicit 1 believerefersagainto
«Capraria”-GRANCANARIAI, so namedfor tite multitude of largesizeddogs
witicit it sitelters.of witicit twowerebroughtto Juba:on titis islandarefoundtraces
of constructions.Ml tiseseislandshaveanabundanceof tree-grownfruits (pomo-
ru,n). as wel as alí ¡nannerof birds. Additionally. titis group is copiousin date-
palnisandpines.Titere is also boneyin quantity.andby tite streamstheregrow

29 Pliny. in ibid. p. 144.
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papyrusandcatfisit (si/uros). Tite isíandsarealsopolluted by tite putrefactionof
tite beastswiticit tite seaconstantlycastsupon tite sitores~

These,then,are theknowntextualparallelsto thedistinctivetopographical
pbenomenaencounteredin Philostratus’descriptionof the muraldepictingthe
«NESOI» ~ As was shownat theoutsetof thesearguments,thispaintingcon-
tainedcertainstriking topographicalfeatures,the kind andvarietyofwhichare
absolutel>’uniqueto the Canaries,but. nevertheless,severalof the featuresin
the mural do not appearin an>’ of ihe othersurvivingwritten accountsof the
marvelsin theseabeyondthePillarsofHercules.EvethoughPhilostratushim-
self was evidently familiar with the oft-told travellers tales about geological
oddities,as well as with the legendsof far-awayplaces(noticeparticularí>’ his
appropriationof DiodorusSiculus’accountof thedevastationofTempe),tliere
mustbe anotherexplanationfor the textualí>’ anomalous,thoughgeographi-
calI>’ accurate,landscape.featuresin the painting,andthis argumenthaslittle
todowith textsassuch,whetherlostor found 32, Could it be then that tite «Phi-

~ONa¡ura/ Hisroy, in ibid. pp. 150-2.In Latin,thepa~sagereadsasfollows: «Suníqui ultra
casFortunatasputentessequasdarnquealias,quarumenumeroidem Sebosusetiarnspatia
complexuslunoniamabessea GadibusDCCL p. tradit. abeatandundemad ocasumversus
PluvialiarnCaprariarnque,in Pluvalianonesseaquamnisieximbribus:abiis CCL Fortuna-
tascontra laevarnMauretaniaein VIII itoran,solis,vocarí lnvallem a convexitateet Plana-
stama specie.Invallis circuitu CCC p.; arborurnibi proceritatemadCXL pedesadolescere.
luba de Fortunatisita inquisivit: sub meridiernpositasessepropeoccasum,a Purpurariis
DCXXV p.,sic ut CCLsupraoccasurnnavigetur,deinperCCCLXXV ortuspetatur:primam
vocari Ombrionnullis aediticiorumvestigiis,itabere in montibusstagnurn,arboressímiles
ferulae,exquibusaquaexprimatur,enigris amara,ex candidioribuspotui iucunda:alteram
insulamlunoniarnappellari,in eaaedicularnessetantumlapideexstructam:abeain vicíno
eodemnomineminorem,deindeCaprariarnlacertisgrandibusrefertam:in conspectuearum
esseNinguariam,quaeitoc nornenacceperitaperpetuanive,nebulosam:proxirnamei Cana-
nurn vocari a multitudine canun,ingentis magnitudinis —ex quibus perductisuní Jubae
duo;apparentibi vestigiaaediftciorun,—curnornensautemcopia pomomrurn(recalling(?)
tite ‘applesof tite Hesperide?’)et aviurnornnisgenerisabundent.isancetpalmetiscaryotas
ferentibusac nucepinea abundare,essecopiarnet niellis, papyru¡nquoqueet siluros in
amnibusgigni; infestan eas beluis quaeexpellanturadsidueputescentibus.»tn regardto
Plinysmentionof «Goat-Land»((‘apraria). it is notewortitytitat tite f¡rstEuropeansettlersin
tite Canariesrernarkeduponthernanygoatsthere,andgoat-cheese(quesocabrero) is still a lo-
cal delicacy.Por tite «vestigia aed(ficiorum”, and particularly for tite «aedicu/ameswetantum
lapide exstructam» found on «lunoniaMayor». orFuerteventura.see Mercer.CanarvIslands.
p, 201 ff., for a listing of tite ancientstructuresfoundon Fuerteventura;Pliny wasprobably
réferringto tite greatstonewall stretchingfrom coast to coastacrossEl Jable,

~ Titere is oneotiterearlytext-Lucian,VeraeHistoriae. 1 & II—witicb 1 itave not citedasit
is quite clearly a parodyon Platos «Atíantis» andHorners«Hesperides”(seeespecially
Luciansmytitical «Cork-Town»—Phello).Clearly. titesestoriesdo not pretend(in spite of
titeir designationas«TraeSiories»)to representgeograpiticaltrutit: «Alice in Wonderíand»
is aboutas «trutisful!”.

32 As síatedcarlier (note4)1suspecttitat tite renderingof the featuresof the individual
partsof titeNesoi mural. titat is titosepertainingto cacispanicularisland.woulditavelooked.
in regardto style. like tite famous«OdysseyLandscape’>.But titis begstite questionof tite
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lostratusMarine-Painter»hadhimself beena marinerbelorehe took up his
evidentí>’ ablebrush?

mannerof its overalípictorialorganization.As 1 now believe,tisis typeof compositionwould
itavelookedverymucit like tite layoutofrny figure2. graphicallyrepresentingtheitineraryof
a saiíingsitip passingby tite individual islandsin tite CanaryArchipelago.In short. 1 would
calI Philostratusfrescoa «cartograpitic-landscape»,witit detailed representations(out of
scalc,ofcourse)of titedistinctivetopograpity.flora andfaunaof eacit island.Unfortunately,
as only a very few mapsfrom tite classicalperiodhavesurvived(seeCary & Warmington,
Ancient Exploren-. pp. 226-7.for titese).it is difticult to knowjusthow «typical»akind of carto-
grapitic-conventionthis frescorepresents.More titan Iíkely. it wasoncefar more common
tlian WC now suppose.Moreover.it appearstitat Pitilostratus wall-mapfoundalateredito in
a ituge paintedworld-map(completedca. ¡275)wbicit adornedawall in HerefordCatitedral
(Herts.. England).Upon tisis mappa mundt at abouttite properplacefor tite Canaries,are
showntite «Fonunate Insulae sersant Insuale s(an)cq’us) Brandan/a. unfortunatelynow much
oblirerated(R. D. Benedict.«Tite HerefordMap andtite Legendof St. Brandan>’,Bulletin of
the Amcrican Geographic Socierv, XXIV. 1892.pp. 312-65:on St. Brendanslegendaryvoyages.
seealso Ramsey,No Longer on iheMag p. 60 f.: andW. H Babcock.Legendary Islandsofthe
AtIende.-A Síudvin Medieval Geography NewYork. 1922, Pp. 34-49).Tite ancienrGreeknarne
for titeseoncecommonplacepseudo-cartograpiticrepresentationswasChorographia (an is
explainedas such in Ptolemy’s Geographia).




