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A Scientometric Review of Global Research on 
Political Elites
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Abstract

�ŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ�Öũā�Ö�ķŋłė̟āŭŶÖðķĢŭĞāù�ũāŭāÖũóĞ�ŶŋťĢó�Ģł�ŶĞā�Ʃāķù�ŋĕ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŭóĢāłóā�Öłù�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�

ŭŋóĢŋķŋėƘ̍��āƑāũÖķ�ŶũÖùĢŶĢŋłÖķ�ķĢŶāũÖŶŽũā�ũāƑĢāƒŭ�ĞÖƑā�ðāāł�ťŽðķĢŭĞāù�ŋł�ŶĞā�ŭŽðıāóŶ̇�ùĢŭóŽŭŭĢłė�

ŶĞā� ĿŋŭŶ� āĿťķŋƘāù� ĿāŶĞŋùŋķŋėĢāŭ̇� ŋŽŶķĢłĢłė� ŶĞā� ũāŭāÖũóĞ� ťÖłŋũÖĿÖ� Ģł� ŭťāóĢƩó� óŋŽłŶũĢāŭ̇�

ŋũ�ĿÖĴĢłė�óŋĿťÖũÖŶĢƑā�ÖŭŭāŭŭĿāłŶŭ�ŋĕ� ŶĞā�ŭŶÖŶā�ŋĕ� ŶĞā�ÖũŶ̍� Rł�Öł�ÖŶŶāĿťŶ�Ŷŋ�ÖóŨŽĢũā�Ö�óķāÖũāũ�

understanding of the intellectual landscape of the research on political elites, we performed a 

ŨŽÖłŶĢŶÖŶĢƑā�ŭóĢāłŶŋĿāŶũĢó�ũāƑĢāƒ�ŋĕ�˘ˑː�ťÖťāũŭ�ťŽðķĢŭĞāù�ðāŶƒāāł�ː˘˔˗�Öłù�ˑˏˑː�ĢłùāƗāù�Ģł�ŶĞā�

Scopus database. The results showed that the number of articles published has increased rapidly, 
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āŭťāóĢÖķķƘ�ŭĢłóā�ˑˏːˏ̍�¦Ğā�ũāĕāũāłóā�ķĢŶāũÖŶŽũā�ŭĞŋƒāù�ŶĞÖŶ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ�Ģŭ�Ö�ŶĞāĿā�ƑāũƘ�óķŋŭāķƘ�

associated with the performance of representative democracies. An overview of this study area 

ŭĞŋƒāù�ŶĞÖŶ�ŶĞā�ðĢðķĢŋėũÖťĞƘ�Ģŭ�ƩũŭŶ�ŋũùāũāù�ðƘ�óŋŽłŶũĢāŭ�ŋũ�ũāėĢŋłŭ�Öłù�ķÖŶāũ�ðƘ�ŭŽðıāóŶ̍��Ŀŋłė�

ŶĞā�ĿÖłƘ�ŭŽðıāóŶŭ�ùĢŭóŽŭŭāù̇�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�ÖðŋŽŶ�āķĢŶāŭ�Ģł�ĕŋũĿāũ��ŋƑĢāŶ�łÖŶĢŋłŭ�ŭŶÖłù�ŋŽŶ̍��ŭ�ƒā�ķŋŋĴ�

ŭťāóĢƩóÖķķƘ�ĢłŶŋ�ŶĞā�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł�Ģł�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ̇�ƒā�Ʃłù�Ö�ũāŭāÖũóĞ�Ʃāķù�ŭŶũŽóŶŽũāù�ÖũŋŽłù�!ĞĢķā�

and Brazil and a division between, on the one hand, political pcience studies and, on the other, 

ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŭŋóĢŋķŋėƘ�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�ĞāÖƑĢķƘ�ĢłƪŽāłóāù�ðƘ�ŶĞā�DũāłóĞ�ŭŋóĢŋķŋėƘ�ŋĕ�āķĢŶāŭ̍

Keywords̆�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ̒�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŭóĢāłóā̒�ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó�Ʃāķù̒�ŭóĢāłŶŋĿāŶũĢóŭ̒�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ̍

Resumen

Las élites políticas son un tema de investigación de larga data en el campo de la ciencia política 

Ƙ� ķÖ� ŭŋóĢŋķŋėĤÖ� ťŋķĤŶĢóÖ̍� �ā� ĞÖł� ťŽðķĢóÖùŋ� ƑÖũĢÖŭ� ũāƑĢŭĢŋłāŭ� ðĢðķĢŋėũ×ƩóÖŭ� ŶũÖùĢóĢŋłÖķāŭ� ŭŋðũā�

el tema, en las que se discuten las metodologías más empleadas, se esboza el panorama de la 

investigación en países concretos o se realizan evaluaciones comparativas del estado de la 

cuestión. En un intento de adquirir una comprensión más clara del panorama intelectual de la 

ĢłƑāŭŶĢėÖóĢŌł�ŭŋðũā�ĂķĢŶāŭ�ťŋķĤŶĢóÖŭ̇� ũāÖķĢơÖĿŋŭ�ŽłÖ�ũāƑĢŭĢŌł�óĢāłŶŋĿĂŶũĢóÖ�óŽÖłŶĢŶÖŶĢƑÖ�ùā�˘ˑː�

ÖũŶĤóŽķŋŭ� ťŽðķĢóÖùŋŭ� āłŶũā� ː˘˔˗� Ƙ� ˑˏˑː� ĢłùāƗÖùŋŭ� āł� ķÖ� ðÖŭā� ùā� ùÖŶŋŭ� �óŋťŽŭ̍� dŋŭ� ũāŭŽķŶÖùŋŭ�

mostraron que el número de artículos publicados ha aumentado rápidamente, especialmente 

ùāŭùā�ˑˏːˏ̍�dÖ�ķĢŶāũÖŶŽũÖ�ùā�ũāĕāũāłóĢÖ�ĿŋŭŶũŌ�ŨŽā�ķÖŭ�ĂķĢŶāŭ�ťŋķĤŶĢóÖŭ�āŭ�Žł�ŶāĿÖ�ĿŽƘ�ÖŭŋóĢÖùŋ�

Öķ� ùāŭāĿťāŊŋ�ùā� ķÖŭ� ùāĿŋóũÖóĢÖŭ� ũāťũāŭāłŶÖŶĢƑÖŭ̍�łÖ� ƑĢŭĢŌł� ėāłāũÖķ� ùā� āŭŶÖ� ×ũāÖ� ùā� āŭŶŽùĢŋ�

mostró que la bibliografía está ordenada primero por países o regiones y después por temas. 

Entre los muchos temas tratados, destacan los estudios sobre las élites en las antiguas naciones 

ŭŋƑĢĂŶĢóÖŭ̍��ķ�ŋðŭāũƑÖũ�āŭťāóĤƩóÖĿāłŶā�ķÖ�ťũŋùŽóóĢŌł�āł��ĿĂũĢóÖ�dÖŶĢłÖ̇�āłóŋłŶũÖĿŋŭ�Žł�óÖĿťŋ�

de investigación estructurado en torno a Chile y Brasil y una división entre, por un lado, los 

estudios de ciencia política y, por otro, los de sociologĤÖ�ťŋķĤŶĢóÖ�ĕŽāũŶāĿāłŶā�ĢłƪŽāłóĢÖùŋŭ�ťŋũ�ķÖ�

sociología de las elites francesa.

Palabras clave: éķĢŶāŭ�ťŋķĤŶĢóÖŭ̒�óĢāłóĢÖ�ťŋķĤŶĢóÖ̒�óÖĿťŋ�óĢāłŶĤƩóŋ̒�óĢāłŶŋĿāŶũĤÖ̒��ĿĂũĢóÖ�dÖŶĢłÖ̍

Resumo

Elites políticas são um tópico tradicional nos estudos de ciência política e de sociologia política. 

'ĢƑāũŭÖŭ� ũāƑĢŭţāŭ� ŶũÖùĢóĢŋłÖĢŭ� ùā� ķĢŶāũÖŶŽũÖ� ı×� ĕŋũÖĿ� ťŽðķĢóÖùÖŭ� ŭŋðũā� ŋ� ŶāĿÖ� ùĢŭóŽŶĢłùŋ� Öŭ�

ĿāŶŋùŋķŋėĢÖŭ�ĿÖĢŭ�āĿťũāėÖùÖŭ̇�ùāŭóũāƑāłùŋ�ŋ�ťÖłŋũÖĿÖ�ùŋŭ�āŭŶŽùŋŭ�āĿ�ťÖĤŭāŭ�āŭťāóĤƩóŋŭ�ŋŽ�

ĕÖơāłùŋ�ťāũĢŋùĢóÖĿāłŶā�ðÖķÖłöŋŭ�óŋĿťÖũÖŶĢƑŋŭ�ùŋ�āŭŶÖùŋ�ùÖ�ÖũŶā̍��ÖũÖ�ÖıŽùÖũ�ťāŭŨŽĢŭÖùŋũāŭ�Ö�

compreender melhor o panorama intelectual da investigação sobre elites políticas, realizámos 

ŽĿÖ�ũāƑĢŭíŋ�óĢāłŶŋĿĂŶũĢóÖ�ŨŽÖłŶĢŶÖŶĢƑÖ�ùā�̆ ˑː�ŶũÖðÖķĞŋŭ�ťŽðķĢóÖùŋŭ�āłŶũā�ː ˘˔˗�ā�ˑ ˏˑː�ā�ĢłùāƗÖùŋŭ�

łÖ�ðÖŭā��óŋťŽŭ̍�zŭ�ũāŭŽķŶÖùŋŭ�ĿŋŭŶũÖũÖĿ�ŨŽā�ŋ�łžĿāũŋ�ùā�ÖũŶĢėŋŭ�ťŽðķĢóÖùŋŭ�ŶāĿ�ÖŽĿāłŶÖùŋ�

ũÖťĢùÖĿāłŶā̇�āŭťāóĢÖķĿāłŶā�ùāŭùā�ˑˏːˏ̍���ķĢŶāũÖŶŽũÖ�ùā�ũāĕāũĆłóĢÖ�ĿŋŭŶũŋŽ�ŨŽā�ŋ�ŶāĿÖ�ùÖŭ�āķĢŶāŭ�
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ťŋķĤŶĢóÖŭ�āŭŶ×�ĕŋũŶāĿāłŶā�ÖŭŭŋóĢÖùŋ�Öŋ�ùāŭāĿťāłĞŋ�ùÖŭ�ùāĿŋóũÖóĢÖŭ�ũāťũāŭāłŶÖŶĢƑÖŭ̍�ĿÖ�ƑĢŭíŋ�

ėāũÖķ�ùÖ�×ũāÖ�ĿŋŭŶũŋŽ�ŨŽā�Ö�ðĢðķĢŋėũÖƩÖ�āŭŶ×�ťũĢĿāĢũÖĿāłŶā�ŋũùāłÖùÖ�ťŋũ�ťÖĤŭāŭ�ŋŽ�ũāėĢţāŭ�ā�

depois por assuntos. Entre os muitos assuntos discutidos destacam-se os estudos das elites 

ùŋŭ�ťÖĤŭāŭ�ùŋ�ÖłŶĢėŋ�ðķŋóŋ�óŋĿŽłĢŭŶÖ̍�Ŀ�ŋķĞÖũ�āŭťāóĤƩóŋ�ŭŋðũā�Ö�ťũŋùŽöíŋ�ùÖ��ĿĂũĢóÖ�dÖŶĢłÖ�

revelou um campo de pesquisa estruturado em torno de Chile e Brasil e uma divisão entre estudos 

ùā�óĢĆłóĢÖ�ťŋķĤŶĢóÖ�ā�āŭŶŽùŋŭ�ùā�ŭŋóĢŋķŋėĢÖ�ťŋķĤŶĢóÖ�óŋĿ�ĕŋũŶā�ĢłƪŽĆłóĢÖ�ùÖ�ŭŋóĢŋķŋėĢÖ�ùÖŭ�āķĢŶāŭ�

francesa. 

Palavras-chavĕ� āķĢŶāŭ� ťŋķĤŶĢóÖŭ̒� óĢĆłóĢÖ� ťŋķĤŶĢóÖ̒� óÖĿťŋ� óĢāłŶĤƩóŋ̒� óĢāłŶŋĿāŶũĢÖ̒� �ĿĂũĢóÖ�

Latina.

Introduction

¦Ğā�ŶāũĿ�̦ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶā̧�ĞÖŭ�ðāóŋĿā�óŋĿĿŋłťķÖóā�Ģł�óŋłŶāĿťŋũÖũƘ�ŭŋóĢāŶƘ̍�złā�ũāťāÖŶāùķƘ�Ʃłùŭ�

łāƒŭ�ĞāÖùķĢłāŭ�ŭŽóĞ�Öŭ�̦dāÖĴāù�āĿÖĢķ�ŭóÖłùÖķ�āłėŽķĕŭ��ŋķÖłù̪ŭ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶā̧ː�ŋũ�̦mÖŭŭ�dıŽðķıÖłÖ�

Protest Against Political Elites on Statehood Day”.2�Rł�NĢėķāƘ�Öłù�mŋŋũā̪ŭ�óŋłóĢŭā�ùāƩłĢŶĢŋł̇�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�

elites are “persons whose strategic positions in large and powerful organizations and movements 

āłÖðķā�ŶĞāĿ�Ŷŋ�ĢłƪŽāłóā�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ùāóĢŭĢŋł̟ĿÖĴĢłė�ùĢũāóŶķƘ̇�ŭŽðŭŶÖłŶĢÖķķƘ̇�Öłù�ũāėŽķÖũķƘ̧̍3 Burton 

Öłù�NĢėķāƘ� ĢùāłŶĢƩāù�Ŀŋũā�ŶĞÖł�ˑ˔ˏ�łāƒ�ũāĕāũāłóāŭ�ťŽðķĢŭĞāù�ƒĢŶĞĢł�ŶĞĢŭ�ũāŭāÖũóĞ�Ʃāķù�ðāŶƒāāł�

ː˘˖˕�Öłù�ː˘˗˓�Öķŋłā̍4 The last decade has witnessed an expansion and development of empirical 

ũāŭāÖũóĞ� ŋł� ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ� āķĢŶāŭ̍� zŽũ� āŭŶĢĿÖŶāŭ� ŭĞŋƒ� ŶĞÖŶ� ðāŶƒāāł� ˑˏːː� Öłù� ˑˏˑˏ� Öł� ÖƑāũÖėā� ŋĕ� ˔˖�

documents were published per year, as indexed in the Scopus database. What are the main themes, 

ťũŋðķāĿŭ̇�Öłù�ũāŭāÖũóĞ�ĿāŶĞŋùŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�ŋł�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ�Ģł�óŋłŶāĿťŋũÖũƘ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŭóĢāłóā̎�

ÂĞÖŶ�ÖðŋŽŶ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŭóĢāłóā�Ģł�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ̎

Extensive literature reviews have compiled and comprehensively evaluated studies on political 

elites. Putnam’s study stands out. By analyzing over 650 documents, the study developed a thorough 

ŋƑāũƑĢāƒ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ŭŶŽùƘ�Ʃāķù�ÖðŋŽŶ�āķĢŶāŭ�Ģł�Ŀŋùāũł�ŭŋóĢāŶĢāŭ�ŽłŶĢķ�ŶĞā�ː˘˖ˏŭ̍5 Numerous bibliographic 

ũāƑĢāƒŭ� ĞÖƑā� āĿāũėāù� ŭĢłóā� ŶĞāł̇� Öŭ� ƒā� Ʃłù� Öł� ÖóóŽĿŽķÖŶāù� ķĢŶāũÖŶŽũā� ŶĞÖŶ� ťāũĢŋùĢóÖķķƘ� ķĢŭŶŭ̇�

ũāƑĢāƒŭ̇� Öłù� ÖłÖķƘơāŭ� ƒĞÖŶ� ĞÖŭ� ðāāł� ƒũĢŶŶāł� ÖðŋŽŶ� ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ� āķĢŶāŭ̍� 'ĢƦāũāłŶ� ŋũėÖłĢơÖŶĢŋłÖķ�

ėŽĢùāķĢłāŭ̵ ĞÖƑā� ŭŋŽėĞŶ� Ŷŋ� Öùùũāŭŭ� ŶĞā� ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó� ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł� ƒĢŶĞĢł� ŶĞĢŭ� ũāŭāÖũóĞ� ùŋĿÖĢł̍� �āāķāũ�

̛ˑˏˏː̜�óĞũŋłŋķŋėĢóÖķķƘ�ŋũėÖłĢơāù�ŭŋóĢÖķ�ŭóĢāłóā�óŋłŶũŋƑāũŭĢāŭ�ÖðŋŽŶ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ�Ģł�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ̍�

NĢŭ� ťāũĢŋùĢơÖŶĢŋł� óŋĿťũĢŭāŭ� ŶĞā� ĢłŶāũƑÖķ� ĕũŋĿ� ŶĞā� ː˘˕ˏŭ� Ŷŋ� ŶĞā� ķÖŶā� ː˘˘ˏŭ̍6 The debate may be 

ŭŽĿĿÖũĢơāù�Öŭ�ĕŋķķŋƒŭ̆�Ģ̜�Ģł�ŶĞā�ː˘˕ˏŭ�Öłù�ː˘˖ˏŭ̇�ŭŶũŽóŶŽũÖķ̟ĕŽłóŶĢŋłÖķĢŭĿ�Öłù�ùāťāłùāłóƘ�ŶĞāŋũƘ�

ùŋĿĢłÖŶāù�ÖłÖķƘŶĢóÖķ�ťāũŭťāóŶĢƑāŭ̒�ĢĢ̜�Ģł�ŶĞā�ː˘˖ˏŭ�Öłù�ː˘˗ˏŭ̇�ŶĞā�ũĢŭā�ŋĕ�ùĢóŶÖŶŋũĢÖķ�ũāėĢĿāŭ�Ģł�dÖŶĢł�

America and their subsequent downfall were analyzed by way of intra-elite autonomous actions 

Öłù�ťÖóŶŭ̒�ĢĢĢ̜�Ģł�ŶĞā�ː˘˗ˏŭ�Öłù�ː˘˘ˏŭ̇�ŶƘťāŭ�ŋĕ�ŶũÖłŭĢŶĢŋłŭ�Öłù�ŋłėŋĢłė�ùāĿŋóũÖŶĢơÖŶĢŋł�ťũŋóāŭŭāŭ�

1  “Leaked email scandal engulfs Poland’s political elite”, Politico.Eu, June 24, 2021, accessed on June 2021, available at https://www.
politico.eu/article/leaked-email-scandal-engulfs-poland-political-elite-mails-hacking/. 

2  “Mass Ljubljana Protest Against Political Elites on Statehood Day”, Total-Slovenia-News.Com, accessed on June 2021, available at 
https://www.total-slovenia-news.com/politics/8504-mass-ljubljana-protest-against-political-elites-on-statehood-day-video.

3  John Higley and Gwen Moore, “Political Elite Studies at the Year 2000: Introduction”, International Review of Sociology 11, no. 2 (2001): 
176.

4  Michael Burton and John Higley, “Invitation to Elite Theory. The Basic Contentions Reconsidered”, in Power Elites and Organizations, G. 
9KNNKCO�&QOJQΆ�CPF�6JQOCU�4��&[G�GFU�����������$GXGTN[�*KNNU��5#)'�2WDNKECVKQPU�������

5  Robert D. Putnam, The Comparative Study of Political Elites�
'PINGYQQF�%NKΆU��2TGPVKEG�*CNN��������
6  John A. Peeler, “Elites, Structures, and Political Action in Latin America”, International Review of Sociology 11, no. 2 (2001): 231-246.
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prompted intra-elite relations researchers to investigate the decisive role of elites in consolidating 

competitive democracies, from which emerged an entire critical literature emphasizing other actors 

Öłù�ŋŶĞāũ�ĕÖóŶŋũŭ̒�Öłù�ĢƑ̜�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�ː˘˘ˏŭ�ŋłƒÖũùŭ̇�̦óũĢŶĢóÖķ�ıŽłóŶŽũā�ŶĞāŋũƘ̧7 has shifted the debate 

on the role of political elites, especially party leaders, and has contributed to balance interpretations 

based on either class protagonism or voluntarism of the elites.8

NŋƦĿÖłł̟dÖłėā�ŋũėÖłĢơāù�āĿťĢũĢóÖķ�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�ŋł�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ�ĢłŶŋ�ĕŋŽũ�ÖũāÖŭ̆�Ģ̜ social origin 

Öłù�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ũāóũŽĢŶĿāłŶ̒�ĢĢ̜�ÖłÖķƘŭĢŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�óÖũāāũŭ�ŋĕ�ťũŋĕāŭŭĢŋłÖķ�ťŋķĢŶĢóĢÖłŭ̒�ĢĢĢ̜�ÖóŶĢŋłŭ̇�ƑÖķŽāŭ̇�

and attitudes of elites; and ĢƑ̜ modes of interaction between elite groups.9�Âā�Öķŭŋ�Ʃłù�ðĢðķĢŋėũÖťĞĢóÖķ�

ũāƑĢāƒŭ� ũāėÖũùĢłė� ŶĞā� ŭŶÖŶā� ŋĕ� ŶĞā� ÖũŶ� ƒĢŶĞĢł� ŭťāóĢƩó� óŋŽłŶũĢāŭ̍� FāłĢāƘŭ� óÖķķāù� ÖŶŶāłŶĢŋł� Ŷŋ�

the emergence of a new generation of “neo-elitist” studies, in the early 2000s in France, and 

summarized these researches into three approaches: comparative, historical, and centered on the 

role of elites in the formulation of public policies.ːˏ��āŶŶŋł�ŭŽĿĿÖũĢơāù�ŋƑāũ�ːˏˏ�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�ÖðŋŽŶ�āķĢŶāŭ�

in Brazil, emphasizing the theoretical, methodological, and empirical categories which structured 

this production.ːː The essays organized by Vommaro and Gené performed comprehensive analyses 

of the literature in Argentina, Brazil, and Chile, systematizing the sizeable volume of contributions.ːˑ

�óĞŋķÖũŭ� ĞÖƑā� Öķŭŋ� ŋũėÖłĢơāù� ŶĞĢŭ� ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł� ÖũŋŽłù� ŭťāóĢƩó� ťũŋðķāĿŭ̇� ŭŽóĞ� Öŭ� ŶĞā�

ŽłùāũũāťũāŭāłŶÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ƒŋĿāł�Ģł�1Žũŋťā̪ŭ�ťÖũķĢÖĿāłŶÖũƘ�āķĢŶā̍�!ĞũĢŭŶĿÖŭ̟�āŭŶ�Öłù�bıîũ�ÖũũÖłėāù�

ŶĞā� ùĢƦāũāłŶ� āƗťķÖłÖŶĢŋłŭ� ÖùùũāŭŭĢłė� ŶĞĢŭ� ĢŭŭŽā� ĢłŶŋ� ŶĞũāā� ėũŋŽťŭ� ŋĕ� āƗťķÖłÖŶŋũƘ� ƑÖũĢÖðķāŭ̆�

cultural-historical, socioeconomic, and institutional.ː˒�ÁāāłāłùÖÖķ�ũāƑĢāƒāù�ː˕˖�óÖŭā�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�ŋł�ŶĞā�

relationship between the level of democracy, political stability, and intra-elite relations.ː˓ Codato, 

dŋũāłóāŶŶĢ̇� Öłù� �ũÖŶÖ� ÖłÖķƘơāù� ˔˕ˏ� ÖũŶĢóķāŭ� ťŽðķĢŭĞāù� ðāŶƒāāł� ˑˏː˔� Öłù� ˑˏː˗� Öłù� ŭĞŋƒāù� ŶĞÖŶ̇�

alongside the customary political science and political sociology literature, political communication 

has become the contemporary bordering research area on political elites.ː˔

Rł�ŶĞĢŭ�ÖũŶĢóķā̇�ƒā�ŶÖĴā�Ö�ùĢƦāũāłŶ�ÖťťũŋÖóĞ�Ŷŋ�ŶĞā�ĢłŶāķķāóŶŽÖķ�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł�ŋł�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ�Öŭ�ƒā�

ŭŶāĿ�ĕũŋĿ�ðĢðķĢŋĿāŶũĢóŭ�Öłù�ŭóĢāłŶŋĿāŶũĢóŭ̍�zŽũ�ėŋÖķ�Ģŭ�Ŷŋ�āƑÖķŽÖŶā̇�ƑĢŭŽÖķĢơā̇�Öłù�ŽłùāũŭŶÖłù�ŶĞā�

ùƘłÖĿĢóŭ�ŋĕ�ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł�ƒĢŶĞĢł�ŶĞā�ĿÖıŋũ�ŭŶŽùƘ�ÖũāÖ�óŋĿĿŋłķƘ�Ĵłŋƒł�Öŭ�̦ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ̧̍�

�ĢðķĢŋĿāŶũĢóŭ�Öķķŋƒŭ�Žŭ�Ŷŋ�ŨŽÖłŶĢŶÖŶĢƑāķƘ�ĿāÖŭŽũā�ŭāƑāũÖķ�ùĢĿāłŭĢŋłŭ�ŋĕ�ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó�ÖóŶĢƑĢŶƘ�ŶĞũŋŽėĞ�

ťŽðķĢóÖŶĢŋł�ŭŶÖŶĢŭŶĢóŭ̇�ƒĞĢķā�ŭóĢāłŶŋĿāŶũĢóŭ�ėũÖłŶŭ�Žŭ�Ö�Ŀŋũā�ŭƘŭŶāĿÖŶĢó�ĢłŭĢėĞŶ�ĢłŶŋ�ŶĞā�Ĵłŋƒķāùėā�

production panorama and context within a given scholarly domain. Scientometric-based reviews, 

more than traditional discussions about the “state of the art” regarding a given topic of interest, 

allow us to establish a more faithful quantitative scenario regarding the structural components of a 

ėĢƑāł�ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł�Öłù�ŶĞā�ũāóĢťũŋóÖķ�ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢťŭ�ðāŶƒāāł�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̇�ĢłŭŶĢŶŽŶĢŋłŭ̇�ıŋŽũłÖķŭ̇�
7  Ruth Berins Collier and David Collier, Shaping the Political Arena: Critical Junctures, the Labor Movement, and Regime Dynamics in Latin 

America (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1991).
8  Burton and Higley, “Invitation to Elite Theory”.
9 �7TUWNC�*QΆOCPP�.CPIG��ˑ/GVJQFU�QH�'NKVG�4GUGCTEJ �˒�KP�The Oxford Handbook of Political Behavior, Russell J. Dalton and Hans-Dieter 

Klingemann eds., 910-927 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007).
10  William Genieys, “The Sociology of Political Elites in France: The End of an Exception?”, International Political Science Review/ Revue 

Internationale de Science Politique 26, no. 4 (2005): 413-430.
11 �/CTKC�FC�)TC¨C�,CEKPVJQ�5GVVQP��ˑ'UVWFQU�UQDTG�CU�GNKVGU��WOC�NGKVWTC�FC�RTQFW¨¤Q�GO�RGTK´FKEQU�ˋ���������� �˒�Pro-Posições 32 (2021), 

available at https://www.scielo.br/j/pp/a/ScZ5vyDmN94XBxst3M7j7Hj/?lang=pt.
12  Gabriel Vommaro and Mariana Gené eds., Las élites políticas en el sur. Un estado de la cuestión de los estudios sobre la Argentina, Brasil y 

Chile (Munro: Ediciones Universidad Nacional de General Sarmiento, 2018).
13  Verona Christmas-Best and Ulrik Kjær, “Why So Few and Why So Slow? Women as Parliamentary Representatives in Europe from a 

Longitudinal Perspective”, in Democratic Representation in Europe: Diversity, Change, and Convergence, Maurizio Cotta and Heinrich Best 
eds., 77-105 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007).

14  Wouter Veenendaal, “When Things Get Personal: How Informal and Personalized Politics Produce Regime Stability in Small States”, 
Government and Opposition 55, no. 3 (2020): 393-412.

15 �#FTKCPQ�%QFCVQ��/CTKCPC�.QTGPEGVVK�CPF�$TWPC�2TCVC��ˑ 'NKVGU�2QN®VKECU�G�4GRTGUGPVC¨¤Q��7OC�+PXGUVKIC¨¤Q�&C�.KVGTCVWTC�%QPVGORQT£PGC�
5QDTG�2QN®VKEQU�2TQΉUUKQPCKU �˒�Äŗȫƍǹȃġ̒�ǯġǹƍƫŗƍǯġ̒ōŗ̒eƸűǄǯƴġňļǄ̒�ƍĿƫƍǄųǯĢɏŅġ̒5ƴ̒$ƍŜƸŅƍġǹ̒ÍǄŅƍġƍǹ̒˷̒�e� 95 (2021): 1-23.
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countries, and production periods. Furthermore, it provides subsidies for mapping large volumes 

of references, methodologies, as well as the relevance or absence and the rise or decline over time 

of certain themes.ː˕ It enables us to understand the structure, hierarchy, and internal dynamics of 

ĿÖıŋũ�ÖũāÖŭ�ŋĕ�Ĵłŋƒķāùėā�Öŭ�ĿŽóĞ�Öŭ�ŭťāóĢƩó�ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó�Ʃāķùŭ̇�Öŭ�ƒāķķ�Öŭ�Ŷŋ�ĿÖť�ŋŽŶ�óāłŶũÖķ�Öłù�ĕũĢłėā�

issues, types of producers, and classes of bibliographic products.ː˖ 

ÂĞÖŶ�ùŋ�ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó�ƒŋũĴŭ�ĕŋóŽŭāù�ŋł�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ�ùĢŭóŽŭŭ̎�ÂĞÖŶ�Öũā�ŶĞā�ĕŽłùÖĿāłŶÖķ�ũāĕāũāłóāŭ�

Ģł�ŶĞāŭā�ùĢŭóŽŭŭĢŋłŭ̎�ÂĞŋ�Öũā�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�ÖóŶĢƑā�Öłù�ĿŋŭŶ�ťũŋķĢƩó�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�Öłù̓ŋũ�ĢłŭŶĢŶŽŶĢŋłŭ̎�Rł�ƒĞĢóĞ�

óŋŽłŶũĢāŭ�ĞÖŭ�ŶĞĢŭ�ŶŋťĢó�ėÖũłāũāù�ėũāÖŶāũ�ÖóÖùāĿĢó�ũāķāƑÖłóā̎�ÂĞÖŶ�Öũā�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�óĢŶāù�ÖũŶĢóķāŭ̎�ÂĞÖŶ�

ùŋ�ŶĞāƘ�ĞÖƑā�Ģł�óŋĿĿŋł̎�¦Ğāŭā�Öũā�ŶĞā�ŽłùāũķƘĢłė�ŨŽāŭŶĢŋłŭ�Ģł�ŋŽũ�ƒŋũĴ�Öŭ�ƒā�ŭāŶ�ŋŽŶ�Ŷŋ�ĿÖť�ŶĞā�

global production on the issue, with a particular focus on studies produced in Latin America since 

ŶĞā�ː˘˘ˏŭ̍

We cataloged and analyzed the recurring patterns in titles and abstracts as well as reciprocal 

óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ�ðāŶƒāāł�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�Öłù�ÖũŶĢóķāŭ�Ģł�̆ ˑː�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�ťŽðķĢŭĞāù�ðāŶƒāāł�ː ˘˔˗�Öłù�ˑ ˏˑː�ĢłùāƗāù�Ģł�

the Scopus database. We used two relational bibliometric methods: co-word and co-citation, which 

āłÖðķāù�Žŭ� Ŷŋ�ðŽĢķù�ĿÖıŋũ� ŶĞāĿÖŶĢó�łāŶƒŋũĴŭ� Öłù�ĿÖť� ŶĞā� ÖƧłĢŶĢāŭ� Öłù� óŋłłāóŶĢƑĢŶƘ�ƒĢŶĞĢł� ŶĞĢŭ�

research domain.

This article is divided into three parts. In the next section, we outline how we built the database 

by mining and selecting information in the Scopus database and detail the meaning and function 

ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ðĢðķĢŋĿāŶũĢó�ĿāÖŭŽũāŭ�ŽŶĢķĢơāù̍�¦Ğā�ŶĞĢũù�ŭāóŶĢŋł�ĢłŶũŋùŽóāŭ�ŶĞā�ðĢðķĢŋĿāŶũĢó�łāŶƒŋũĴŭ�Öłù̇�

ŶĞũŋŽėĞ�ŶĞāĿ̇�ŶĞā�óĞÖũÖóŶāũĢŭŶĢóŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł�ŋł�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ̍�Rł�ŶĞā�ķÖŭŶ�ŭāóŶĢŋł�

ƒā�ùĢŭóŽŭŭ�Öłù�ĢłŶāũťũāŶ�ŶĞā�ĿÖĢł�ƩłùĢłėŭ�ŋĕ�ŋŽũ�ŭŶŽùƘ̇�ŭŶũāŭŭĢłė�ŶĞā�ĢłłŋƑÖŶĢŋłŭ�Öłù�ķĢĿĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ�ŋĕ�

this article and providing recommendations for future corresponding research.

Materials and methods

Bibliometric search and data collection

Âā� ŭāķāóŶāù� Öķķ� ÖƑÖĢķÖðķā� ƒŋũĴŭ� ÖðŋŽŶ� ̦ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ� āķĢŶāŭ̧� ƒĢŶĞĢł� ŶĞā� �óŋťŽŭ� ùÖŶÖðÖŭā̍� Âā� ĕŋŽłù�

ŭĢėłĢƩóÖłŶ� ŭĞŋũŶóŋĿĢłė� ũāėÖũùĢłė� ŶĞā� ũāťũāŭāłŶÖŶĢƑāłāŭŭ� ŋĕ� ŶĞā� ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł̇� āŭťāóĢÖķķƘ� Ģł� dÖŶĢł�

�ĿāũĢóÖ̍��āėĢŋłÖķ�óŋƑāũÖėā� Ģŭ� ķÖũėāķƘ�óŋłóāłŶũÖŶāù� Ģł�ÂāŭŶāũł�1Žũŋťā� ̛ŋƑāũ� ːˑ̇ˏˏˏ� ıŋŽũłÖķŭ̜�Öłù�

pŋũŶĞ��ĿāũĢóÖ�̛óĢũóÖ�˕̇˕ˏˏ�ıŋŽũłÖķŭ̜̍�Rł�ŶŽũł̇�ƒā�ĕŋŽłù�ŋłķƘ�˖˘ˏ�ÖóŶĢƑā�ıŋŽũłÖķŭ�Ģł�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ�

ĢłùāƗāù�Ģł�ŶĞā�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā�̛ŋũ�˒̍ˑ̜ͮ̍�'ĢŭŶũĢðŽŶĢŋł�ðāŶƒāāł�Ĵłŋƒķāùėā�ÖũāÖŭ�Ģŭ�āŨŽÖķķƘ�ŽłāƑāł̍�ÂĞĢķā�

NāÖķŶĞ� Öłù�dĢĕā� �óĢāłóāŭ� ÖóóŋŽłŶ� ĕŋũ� ˓˕ͮ�ŋĕ� ŶĞā� ˑ˔̇ːˏˏ� ıŋŽũłÖķŭ̇� �ĞƘŭĢóÖķ� �óĢāłóāŭ� ĕŋũ� ˑ˗ͮ̇� ŶĞā�

āłŶĢũā�Ʃāķù�ŋĕ��ŋóĢÖķ��óĢāłóāŭ�Öłù��ũŶŭ�Öłù�NŽĿÖłĢŶĢāŭ�ÖóóŋŽłŶŭ�ĕŋũ�ŋłķƘ�ˑ˕ͮ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā̍ː˗

¦ĞĢŭ�ťũŋðķāĿ�Ģŭ�ĕŽũŶĞāũ�ĞĢłùāũāù�ðƘ�Ŷƒŋ�óŋĿťķĢóÖŶĢŋłŭ�ƒĞāł�ÖŶŶāĿťŶĢłė�Ŷŋ�ťāũĕŋũĿ�Öł�āƧóĢāłŶ�

ŭāÖũóĞ�ŋł�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ�ŶĞÖŶ�ùŋāŭ�łŋŶ�ũāŶŽũł�āĢŶĞāũ�ĕÖķŭā�ťŋŭĢŶĢƑāŭ�̛ŋłā�ŋĕ�ŋŽũ�ÖŶŶāĿťŶŭ�ũāŭŽķŶāù�Ģł�

ŋƑāũ�ƩƑā�ŶĞŋŽŭÖłù�ũāŭŽķŶŭ̜�ŋũ�ĕÖķŭā�łāėÖŶĢƑāŭ�̛ÖłŋŶĞāũ�ÖŶŶāĿťŶ�ũāŭŽķŶāù�Ģł�ıŽŭŶ�ŋƑāũ�ˑˏ�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ̜̍�
16  Howard D. White, “Authors as Citers over Time”, Journal of the American Society for Information Science and Technology 52, no. 2 (2001): 

87-108.
17 �,GCP�6CIWG�5WVENKΆG��ˑ#P�+PVTQFWEVKQP�VQ�+PHQTOGVTKEU �˒�Information Processing and Management 28, no. 1 (1992): 1-3; A. F. J. VanRaan, 

“Scientometrics: State-of-the-Art”, Scientometrics 38, no. 1 (1997): 205-218.
18  Scopus, “Content Coverage Guide,” Elsevier, 2020.
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zł�ŶĞā�ŋłā�ĞÖłù̇�ŶĞā�āƗťũāŭŭĢŋł�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶā�ŋĕŶāł�āłóŋĿťÖŭŭāŭ̇�ƒĞāŶĞāũ�Ģł�ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó�ŋũ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�

discourse, virtually all politically relevant actors, operating as a synonym for “leaders, rulers, power 

ėũŋŽťŭ̇�ťŋƒāũ�łāŶƒŋũĴŭ̇�ťÖũŶĢāŭ̇�ŭŶÖŶā�ÖóŶŋũŭ̇�Öłù�ũŽķĢłė�óķÖŭŭ� ĕũÖóŶĢŋłŭ̧̍ː˘�zł�ŶĞā�ŋŶĞāũ�ĞÖłù̇� Ģł�

some political sociology approaches, as found in France for example, the most common expression 

ŭŶāĿŭ� ĕũŋĿ� Ö�mÖũƗĢŭŶ� ÖƧķĢÖŶĢŋł̆� ̦ũŽķĢłė� óķÖŭŭāŭ̧̍20 Another problem in this area is the limited 

ùĢƦāũāłŶĢÖŶĢŋł�ðāŶƒāāł�ŶĞā�ŶŋŶÖķĢŶƘ�ŋĕ�āķĢŶāŭ�Öłù�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ�Ŀŋũā�ŭťāóĢƩóÖķķƘ̍�zƑāũķƘ� ĢłóķŽŭĢƑā�

ùāƩłĢŶĢŋłŭ�ŭŽóĞ�Öŭ��ŽŶłÖĿ̪ŭˑː or Giddens’22�ŭāũƑā�Öŭ�āƗÖĿťķāŭ̍�¦ĞŽŭ̇�Ö�ŶĞāĿÖŶĢó�ŭāÖũóĞ�ƒŋŽķù�ķĢĴāķƘ�

ĕÖĢķ�Ŷŋ�āłóŋĿťÖŭŭ�Öķķ�ũāķāƑÖłŶ�ķĢŶāũÖŶŽũā�Ģĕ�ŶĞā�ŶāũĿŭ�Žŭāù�ĕŋũ�ŶĞā�ŭāÖũóĞ�̞�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶā�ŋũ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�

āķĢŶāŭ�̞�ùŋ�łŋŶ�ÖťťāÖũ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ŶĢŶķāŭ̇�ÖðŭŶũÖóŶŭ̇�ŋũ�ĴāƘƒŋũùŭ̍

zŽũ�ÖùƑÖłóāù�ŭāÖũóĞ�āŨŽÖŶĢŋł̇�ťāũĕŋũĿāù�ŋł�mÖƘ�ˑ˔̇�ˑˏˑː̇�ƒÖŭ�Öŭ�ĕŋķķŋƒŭ̆

Table 1. Advanced search string in Scopus database on “political elites”

Everything
TITLE ( “polit* elit*” ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( “stat* minist*” AND “polit* elit*” ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( congressman AND “po-

lit* elit*” ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( parliamentary AND “polit* elit*” ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( deput* AND “polit* elit*” ) OR TITLE-
ABS-KEY ( senat* AND “polit* elit*” ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( congresswoman AND “polit* elit*” ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( held AND 

office AND “polit* elit*” ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( elected AND “polit* elit*” ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( “stud* of polit* elit*” )

AND

Only Latin America
( LIMIT-TO ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Brazil” ) OR LIMIT-TO ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Chile” ) OR LIMIT-TO ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Mexi-

co” ) OR LIMIT-TO ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Argentina” ) OR LIMIT-TO ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Ecuador” ) OR LIMIT-TO ( AFFILCOUN-
TRY , “Trinidad and Tobago” ) OR LIMIT-TO ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Uruguay” ) OR LIMIT-TO ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Colombia” ) )

AND

Except Latin America
( EXCLUDE ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Brazil” ) OR EXCLUDE ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Chile” ) OR EXCLUDE ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Mexico” 
) OR EXCLUDE ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Argentina” ) OR EXCLUDE ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Ecuador” ) OR EXCLUDE ( AFFILCOUNTRY 

, “Trinidad and Tobago” ) OR EXCLUDE ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Uruguay” ) OR EXCLUDE ( AFFILCOUNTRY , “Colombia” ) )

Source: Prepared by the authors.

¦Ğā� ŭāÖũóĞ� ŭŶũĢłė� óŋłŭĢŭŶŭ� ŋĕ� ŶĞũāā� ťÖũŶŭ̆� Ģ̜� ŶĞā� ƩũŭŶ� ŭāÖũóĞāŭ� ĕŋũ� ŶĞā� āłŶĢũā� ŭŶŽùƘ� óŋũťŽŭ� ÖðŋŽŶ�

political elites and its variants, such as State ministers, congressional representatives,  members 

ŋĕ� ŶĞā�ťÖũķĢÖĿāłŶ̇� Ģł�ÖùùĢŶĢŋł� Ŷŋ�ðĢðķĢŋėũÖťĞĢóÖķ� ũāƑĢāƒŭ�ũāķÖŶāù� Ŷŋ� ŶĞā� ŶĞāĿā̒� ĢĢ̜� ŶĞā�ŭāóŋłù�ťÖũŶ�

ĢłóŋũťŋũÖŶāŭ�ŶĞā�ƩũŭŶ�ðŽŶ�ƩķŶāũŭ�ŶĞā�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł�ĕũŋĿ�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ̒�Öłù�ĢĢĢ̜�ŶĞā�ķÖŭŶ�ťÖũŶ�ŭāÖũóĞāŭ�ĕŋũ�

productions from all other parts of the world, except Latin America.

¦Öðķā� ˑ� ŭĞŋƒŭ� ŶĞā� ŭŶŽùƘ� óŋũťŽŭ�ùĢƑĢùāù� ĢłŶŋ� ėũŋŽťŭ̍� Rł� ŶŋŶÖķ̇�ƒā� ÖłÖķƘơāù�˘ˑː� ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ� ŋĕ�

ƑÖũĢŋŽŭ�ŶƘťāŭ̇�ÖķðāĢŶ�ĿÖĢłķƘ�ũāŭāÖũóĞ�ÖũŶĢóķāŭ̇�łāÖũĢłė�˖ˏͮ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ŶŋŶÖķ�̛˕˓ˑ�ĢŶāĿŭ̜̍�

19  G. Lowell Field, John Higley and Michael G. Burton, “A New Elite Framework for Political Sociology”, Revue Européenne Des Sciences 
Sociales 28, no. 88 (1990): 149.

20  Raymond Aron, “Catégories Dirigeantes Ou Classe Dirigeante?”, Revue Française de Science Politique 15, no. 1 (1965): 7-27; William 
Genieys, “Nouveaux Regards Sur Les Élites Du Politique”, Revue Française de Science Politique 56, no. 1 (2006): 121-147. “Partly because 
of these sociohistorical reasons, the notion of elites has never been considered in France as an analytical variable or even as a useful 
concept with which to understand changes in political power. There have been remarkably few articles on elites published in either the 
Revue française de sociologie or the Revue française de science politique since the 1950s. A synthetic overview written by researchers from 
the Fondation Nationale des Sciences Politiques (FNSP) put the word ‘elite’ in quotes, clearly indicating the problems faced by political 
scientists in using this term or concept”. Genieys, “The Sociology of Political Elites in France”, 414.

21 � 6JG�GNKVG� EQORTKUGU�RGQRNG� ENQUG� VQ� VJG� VQR�QH� VJG�RQYGT�R[TCOKF�CPF�YJQ�JCXG� VJG�CDKNKV[� VQ� KPΊWGPEG�RQNKVKECN�FGEKUKQPU��6JG�
FGΉPKVKQP� GPEQORCUUGU� FKXGTUG� GNKVG� ITQWRU� UWEJ� CU� TGNKIKQWU�� OKNKVCT[�� KPVGNNGEVWCN�� CU� YGNN� CU� RQNKVKECN�� YKVJ� CP� GORJCUKU� QP�
preponderance. Putnam, The Comparative Study of Political Elites. 

22 � 'NKVGU� CTG� KPFKXKFWCNU� YJQ� QEEWR[� HQTOCNN[� FGΉPGF� RQUKVKQPU� QH� CWVJQTKV[� KP� VJG� OCPCIGTKCN� TCPMU� QH� C� UQEKCN� QT� KPUVKVWVKQPCN�
QTICPK\CVKQP��6JKU�FGΉPKVKQP�GPEQORCUUGU�LWFKEKCN��DWTGCWETCVKE��WPKQP��GEQPQOKE��LQWTPCNKUVKE��CU�YGNN�CU�RQNKVKECN�GNKVGU��CEEQTFKPI�VQ�
positional criteria. Anthony Giddens, “Elites in the British Class Structure”, The Sociological Review 20, no. 3 (1972): 345-372. 
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Table 2. Grouping of the analytical corpus and number of documents

corpus source period documents Type and number of documents

Only Latin America Scopus 1990-2021 48 Article 38; Book Chapter 5; Book 2; Review 2; Note 1

Except Latin America Scopus 1958-2021 873 Article 604; Book Chapter 126; Review 90; Book 35; 
Note 10; Conference Paper 5; Erratum 2; Editorial 1

Total Scopus 1958-2021 921 Article 642; Book Chapter 131; Review 92; Book 37; 
Note 11; Conference Paper 5; Erratum 2; Editorial 1

Source: Prepared by the authors based on the Scopus database.

The production from Latin American indexed in the Scopus database on “political elites” is very 

ķĢĿĢŶāù�Öłù�ŋŽũ�ŭāÖũóĞ�ũāŶŽũłāù�ŋłķƘ�˓˗�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�ÖėÖĢłŭŶ�˗˖˒�ĕũŋĿ�ŋŶĞāũ�ťÖũŶŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ƒŋũķù�̛˘˔ͮ�

ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ŶŋŶÖķ̜̍�DŽũŶĞāũĿŋũā̇�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖł�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�ĞÖƑā�ðāāł�ĢłùāƗāù�ŋłķƘ�ĕũŋĿ�ː˘˘ˏ�ŋłƒÖũùŭ̇�ƒĞĢķā�

ĕŋũ�ŶĞā�ŋŶĞāũ�ťÖťāũŭ�ŶĞā�ŭāũĢāŭ�ŭŶÖũŶŭ�ĕũŋĿ�ː˘˔˗̍�¦ĞŽŭ̇�ŶĞā�ķĢŶāũÖŶŽũā�ĞāũāðƘ�ÖłÖķƘơāù�ĿÖƘ�ðā�ķÖũėāķƘ�

unrepresentative of the region.

Types of bibliometric analyses

We used three methods for the relational bibliometric analysis: co-word, document co-citation, and 

author co-citation.

!ŋ̟ƒŋũù� ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�ĿāÖŭŽũā� ŶĞā� óŋ̟ŋóóŽũũāłóā� ŋĕ� ŶāũĿŭ� ŋũ� āƗťũāŭŭĢŋłŭ� ̛łŋŽł� ŶāũĿŭ̜� Ģł� ŶĢŶķāŭ̇�

ÖðŭŶũÖóŶŭ̇� Öłù� ĴāƘƒŋũùŭ� ŋĕ� ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ� Ģł� Ö� ėĢƑāł� ŭŶŽùƘ� óŋũťŽŭ̍� ¦Ğā� ŭŶũāłėŶĞ� ŋĕ� ŶĞā� ÖŭŭŋóĢÖŶĢŋł�

between words is based on the number of times they occur together in the analyzed texts.23 The size, 

ťŋŭĢŶĢŋł̇�Öłù�ĢłŶāłŭĢŶƘ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�óŋłłāóŶĢŋł�ðāŶƒāāł�ŶāũĿŭ�ŋũ�ėũŋŽťŭ�ŋĕ�ŶāũĿŭ�Ģł�Ö�ŭāĿÖłŶĢó�łāŶƒŋũĴ�

ŭāũƑāŭ�Öŭ�Öł�ĢłùĢóÖŶŋũ̇�ÖķðāĢŶ�ĢłùĢũāóŶ̇�ŋĕ�ÖƧłĢŶĢāŭ�ðāŶƒāāł�ŶĞāĿāŭ̇�ťũŋðķāĿŭ̇�óŋłóāťŶŭ̇�ĿāŶĞŋùŭ̇�

Öłù�ũāŭāÖũóĞ�ŶāóĞłĢŨŽāŭ̍�złā�ŭĢėłĢƩóÖłŶ�ÖùƑÖłŶÖėā�ŋĕ�ŶĞĢŭ�ũāķÖŶĢŋłÖķ�ĿāÖŭŽũā�Ģŭ�ŶĞÖŶ̇�ŽłķĢĴā�ĿāŶĞŋùŭ�

based solely on bibliometric data, we can access the ÖťťũŋƗĢĿÖŶā�óŋłŶāłŶ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�̞�āƑāł�

ŶĞŋŽėĞ�ŶĞā�ŭÖĿā�ŶāũĿŭ�ĿÖƘ�ÖťťāÖũ�ƒĢŶĞ�ùĢƦāũāłŶ�ĿāÖłĢłėŭ�Öłù�ĕŋũ�ùĢƦāũāłŶ�ũāÖŭŋłŭ�Ģł�Ö�ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó�

discourse.24

¦Ğā� óŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋł� ĿāÖŭŽũā� ũāĕāũŭ� Ŷŋ� Ŷƒŋ� āķāĿāłŶŭ� ̛ā̍ė̍̇� ıŋŽũłÖķŭ̇� ÖũŶĢóķāŭ̇� ŋũ� ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̜� ŶĞÖŶ�

appear together in the reference list of a third document, thus implying that these two previously 

published elements were cited together by a later document.25 This method stems from two 

ŽłùāũķƘĢłė�ÖŭŭŽĿťŶĢŋłŭ̍�¦Ğā�Ŀŋũā�Ŷƒŋ�ĢŶāĿŭ�Öũā�óĢŶāù�ŶŋėāŶĞāũ�̛ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̇�ĕŋũ�āƗÖĿťķā̜̇�ŶĞā�Ŀŋũā�

ķĢĴāķƘ�ŶĞāƘ�Öũā�ũāķÖŶāù�Ģł�óŋłŶāłŶ̇�ŶĞŽŭ�ĕŋũĿĢłė�Ö�̦ŭóĞŋŋķ�ŋĕ�ŶĞŋŽėĞŶ̧26�ŋũ�Ö�ŭťāóĢƩó�ŶĞāĿÖŶĢó�Ʃāķù̍�

And the higher the co-citation frequency, the more relevant these two references will be for a given 

ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó�ùĢŭóŋŽũŭā̍�Nāłóā̇�óŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋł�āłÖðķāŭ�Žŭ�Ŷŋ�ĢùāłŶĢĕƘ�ŶĞāŋũāŶĢóÖķ�ŶũÖùĢŶĢŋłŭ�Öłù�ĢłŶāķķāóŶŽÖķ�

structures.27�¦ƒŋ�ŽłĢŶŭ�ƒāũā�Žŭāù�ĕŋũ�ŶĞā�óŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋł�ÖłÖķƘŭĢŭ�Ģł�ŶĞĢŭ�ŭŶŽùƘ̆�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�̛ðŋŋĴŭ�Öłù�

23  Michel Callon, Jean-Pierre Courtial, William A. Turner, and Serge Bauin, “From Translations to Problematic Networks: An Introduction 
to Co-Word Analysis”, Social Science Information 22, no. 2 (1983): 191-235.

24 �+XCP�<WRKE�CPF�6QOCĽ�ÍCVGT��ˑ$KDNKQOGVTKE�/GVJQFU�KP�/CPCIGOGPV�CPF�1TICPK\CVKQP �˒�Organizational Research Methods 18, no. 3 (2015): 
429-472.

25 �*GPT[�5OCNN��ˑ%Q�%KVCVKQP�KP�VJG�5EKGPVKΉE�.KVGTCVWTG��#�0GY�/GCUWTG�QH�VJG�4GNCVKQPUJKR�DGVYGGP�6YQ�&QEWOGPVU �˒�Journal of the 
American Society for Information Science 24, no. 4 (1973): 265-269.

26 �*QYCTF�&��9JKVG��CPF�$GNXGT�%��)TK·VJ��ˑ#WVJQT�%QEKVCVKQP��#�.KVGTCVWTG�/GCUWTG�QH�+PVGNNGEVWCN�5VTWEVWTG �˒�Journal of the American 
Society for Information Science 32, no. 3 (1981): 163-171.

27 �/CTKC�%N¢WFKC�%CDTKPK�)T¢EKQ��ˑ#EQRNCOGPVQ�$KDNKQIT¢ΉEQ�G�#P¢NKUG�FG�%QEKVC¨¤Q��4GXKU¤Q�6G´TKEQ�%QPEGKVWCN �˒�Encontros Bibli: Revista 
5ƫŗȃǯǉƸƍŅġ̒ōŗ̒�ƍĿƫƍǄȃŗŅǄƸǄƴƍġ̒ŗ̒$ƍŜƸŅƍġ̒+ġ̒eƸűǄǯƴġňļǄ̒21, no. 47 (2016): 90.
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ÖũŶĢóķāŭ̜�Öŭ�ŭĞŋƒł�Ģł�DĢėŽũā�ː̇�Öłù�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�Öŭ�ŭĞŋƒł�Ģł�DĢėŽũā�˒̍

Science map

zŽũ�ŭŋĕŶƒÖũā�ŋĕ�óĞŋĢóā�ĕŋũ�ùĢŭťķÖƘĢłė�ŶĞā�ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢť�łāŶƒŋũĴŭ�ƒÖŭ�Áz�ƑĢāƒāũ�ƑāũŭĢŋł�ː̍˕̍ː˔�̛ĞŶŶť̆̓̓

ƒƒƒ̍ƑŋŭƑĢāƒāũ̍óŋĿ̜̓̍� ¦Ğā� ŭŋĕŶƒÖũā� Öķķŋƒŭ� Žŭ� Ŷŋ� óŋłŭŶũŽóŶ� Öłù� ƑĢŭŽÖķĢơā� ŭóĢāłŶŋĿāŶũĢó�ĿÖťŭ� ĕŋũ�

ÖłÖķƘơĢłė� ķÖũėā� ƑŋķŽĿāŭ� ŋĕ� ùÖŶÖ̍� ¦Ğā� Áz�ƑĢāƒāũ�ĿÖťŭ� Žŭā� ŶĞā� ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ̪� ùāŭóũĢťŶĢƑā�ĿāŶÖùÖŶÖ�

̛ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̇�ıŋŽũłÖķ�ŶĢŶķāŭ̇�ĢłŭŶĢŶŽŶĢŋłÖķ�ÖŽŶĞŋũĢŶĢāŭ̇�ėāŋķŋóÖŶĢŋłŭ̇�óĢŶāù�ũāĕāũāłóāŭ̇�ƘāÖũ�ŋĕ�ťŽðķĢóÖŶĢŋł̇�

āŶó̜̍̇� óŋĿťĢķāù� Ģł� ðĢðķĢŋėũÖťĞĢó� ĢłùāƗĢłė� ùÖŶÖðÖŭāŭ̍�pāŶƒŋũĴŭ� Öũā� ĕŋũĿāù� ðÖŭāù� ŋł� ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢťŭ�

ŋĕ� ùĢũāóŶ� óĢŶÖŶĢŋł̇� óŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋł̇� ðĢðķĢŋėũÖťĞĢó� óŋŽťķĢłė̇� ŋũ� óŋ̟ÖŽŶĞŋũŭĞĢť̍� Áz�ƑĢāƒāũ� Öķŭŋ� āłÖðķāŭ�

ŶāƗŶ�ĿĢłĢłė�Ŷŋ�ėāłāũÖŶā�óŋ̟ŋóóŽũũāłóā�łāŶƒŋũĴŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�ũāķāƑÖłŶ�ŶāũĿŭ�āƗŶũÖóŶāù�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĢŶķāŭ̇�

ÖðŭŶũÖóŶŭ̇�Öłù�ĴāƘƒŋũùŭ̍28

Áz�� ŭŶÖłùŭ� ĕŋũ�̦ƑĢŭŽÖķĢơÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ� ŭĢĿĢķÖũĢŶƘ̧̍29� ¦Ğā� āķāĿāłŶŭ�ƒĢŶĞĢł� Ö� Ĵłŋƒķāùėā�łāŶƒŋũĴ� Öũā�

óķŽŭŶāũāù� ÖóóŋũùĢłė� Ŷŋ� óŋłƪŽāłóā� ŋũ� ÖƧłĢŶƘ̍� ¦Ğā� ƑĢŭŽÖķĢơÖŶĢŋł� ŋĕ� ŶĞā� ùĢƦāũāłŶ� āķāĿāłŶŭ� Ģł� ŶĞā�

Áz�ƑĢāƒāũ� łāŶƒŋũĴ� Ģŭ� ùĢŭŶÖłóā̟ðÖŭāù̍� Rł� ŋŶĞāũ� ƒŋũùŭ̇� ŶĞā� ùĢŭŶÖłóā� ðāŶƒāāł� Ŷƒŋ� łŋùāŭ� ̛ŶāũĿŭ̇�

ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̇� ÖũŶĢóķāŭ̜� ĢłùĢóÖŶāŭ̇� ÖťťũŋƗĢĿÖŶāķƘ̇� ŶĞā� ̦ũāÖķ̧� ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢť� ðāŶƒāāł� ŶĞāĿ� Ģł� Ö� Ŷƒŋ̟

dimensional Euclidean space.30�¦Ğā�óķŋŭāũ�ŶĞā�āķāĿāłŶŭ�Öũā�Ŷŋ�āÖóĞ�ŋŶĞāũ̇�ŶĞā�ŭŶũŋłėāũ�ŶĞā�ÖƧłĢŶƘ�

ðāŶƒāāł�ŶĞāĿ̒�óŋłƑāũŭāķƘ̇�ŶĞā�ĕÖũŶĞāũ�ÖƒÖƘ̇�ŶĞā�ƒāÖĴāũ�ŶĞā�ÖƧłĢŶƘ̍�¦Ğā�ùĢƦāũāłŶ�ŋðıāóŶŭ�ũāķÖŶāù�

Ŷŋ�āÖóĞ�ŋŶĞāũ�̛ŋũėÖłĢơÖŶĢŋłŭ̇�óŋŽłŶũĢāŭ̇�ıŋŽũłÖķŭ̇�āŶó̜̍�Öũā�ŶĞāł�ùĢŭŶũĢðŽŶāù�Öłù�ÖķķŋóÖŶāù�Ģł�óķŽŭŶāũŭ�

ÖóóŋũùĢłė�Ŷŋ�ŭĢĿĢķÖũĢŶƘ�ŋũ�ĢùāłŶĢŶƘ�Öłù�ŭĢėłÖķāù�Ģł�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ�ðƘ�ùĢƦāũāłŶ�óŋķŋũŭ̍�¦Ğā�ėũŋŽťĢłė�Ģŭ�

ðÖŭāù�ŋł�ŽłùĢũāóŶāù�ùĢũāóŶ�óĢŶÖŶĢŋł�ŋũ�óŋ̟ŋóóŽũũāłóā�ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢťŭ�̛Ģł� ŶĞā�óÖŭā�ŋĕ� ŶāũĿŭ̜� ŶĞũŋŽėĞ�

Öł�ÖėėũāėÖŶāù�ÖłÖķƘŭĢŭ�̛ƑÖł�1óĴ�Öłù�ÂÖķŶĿÖł�ˑˏː˖̜̍�¦Ğā�ƒāĢėĞŶ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�āķāĿāłŶŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴŭ�̞�

ƒĞāŶĞāũ�ƒŋũùŭ�ŋũ�ũāĕāũāłóāŭ�̞�Ģŭ�óŋłƑāƘāù�ðƘ�ŶĞā�łŽĿðāũ�ŋĕ�ŶĢĿāŭ�ŶĞāƘ�ÖťťāÖũ�Ģł�ŶĞā�óŋũťŽŭ̍�¦Ğā�

Ŀŋũā�ĢĿťŋũŶÖłŶ�Öł�ĢŶāĿ�ŋł�Ö�łāŶƒŋũĴ�Ģł�Áz�ƑĢāƒāũ̇�ŶĞā�ķÖũėāũ�ĢŶŭ�ķÖðāķ�Öłù�óĢũóķā̍

¦Ğā�łāŶƒŋũĴ�ĿÖťŭ�Žŭāù�ŶĞā�ùāŭóũĢťŶĢƑā�ĿāŶÖùÖŶÖ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�˘ˑː�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�óŋķķāóŶāù�Ģł�ŶĞā��óŋťŽŭ�

bibliographic database. For constructing the co-occurrence matrix of terms presented in Figure 2, 

Áz�ƑĢāƒāũ�āłÖðķāù�ŶĞā�ŶāƗŶ�ĿĢłĢłė�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�ũāķāƑÖłŶ�ŶāũĿŭ�āƗŶũÖóŶāù�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĢŶķāŭ�Öłù�ÖðŭŶũÖóŶŭ̍�

ŭĢłė�Ö�ŶĞāŭÖŽũŽŭ̇�ƒā�ƒāũā�Öðķā�Ŷŋ�ėũŋŽť�ŭāƑāũÖķ�ŭťāķķĢłėŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ŭÖĿā�ƒŋũù�ŋũ�ƑÖũĢÖłŶŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ŭÖĿā�

topic of interest to improve the visual arrangement of the elements on the maps.˒ː We did not use 

ŶĞā�ĴāƘƒŋũùŭ�ťũŋƑĢùāù�ðƘ�ŶĞā�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�Öŭ�ŶĞāƘ�Öũā�ƑāũƘ�ĢĿťũāóĢŭā�łŋũ�ŶĞā�ŭŽðıāóŶ�

ĢłùāƗĢłė�ŶāũĿŭ�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā��óŋťŽŭ�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā�ðāóÖŽŭā�ŶĞāƘ�Öũā�Ŷŋŋ�ėāłāũĢó̍�zŽũ�ŶāŭŶŭ�ƒĢŶĞ�ĴāƘƒŋũùŭ�ùĢù�

not enable the creation of clusters with any thematic or theoretical meaning.

¦Ğā�łāŶƒŋũĴŭ�ťũāŭāłŶāù�Ģł�ŶĞā�łāƗŶ�ŭāóŶĢŋł�ƒāũā�ðÖŭāù�ŋł�ŶĞā�óŋ̟ŋóóŽũũāłóā�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�ũāķāƑÖłŶ�

ŶāũĿŭ�̛DĢėŽũā�ˑ̜�Öłù�ŶĞā�óŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋł�ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢťŭ�ŋĕ�ðĢðķĢŋėũÖťĞĢó�ũāĕāũāłóāŭ�̛DĢėŽũā�ː̜�Öłù�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�

̛DĢėŽũā�˒̜̇�Ģł�ŶĞā�ķÖŶŶāũ�óÖŭā�ĕŋũ�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ�ŋłķƘ̍32

28  Nees Jan van Eck and Ludo Waltman, “Software Survey: VOSviewer, a Computer Program for Bibliometric Mapping”, Scientometrics 84, 
no. 2 (2010): 523-538.

29  Nees Jan van Eck and Ludo Waltman, “Visualizing Bibliometric Networks”, in Measuring Scholarly Impact: Methods and Practice, Ying Ding, 
Ronald Rousseau, and Dietmar Wolfram eds., 285-320. Basel: Springer, 2014.

30 � (QT�OQTG� FGVCKNU� QP� VJG� FGDCVG� CDQWV� DKDNKQOGVTKE�OCRU� DCUGF� QP� FKΆGTGPV� CRRTQCEJGU� 
K�G��� FKUVCPEG�DCUGF�� ITCRJ�DCUGF�� CPF�
timeline-based approaches), see van Eck and Waltman, ibidem. 

31 �(QT�GZCORNG��VJG�VGTOU�QT�GZRTGUUKQPU�ˑECPFKFCVGU�HQT�FGRWV[˒�QT�ˑECPFKFCVGU˒�YGTG�WPKΉGF�CU�ˑECPFKFCVGU˒��.KMGYKUG��ˑEQPEGRVWCN�
FGΉPKVKQP �˒� ˑEQPEGRVWCN� HTCOGYQTM �˒� CPF� ˑEQPEGRVWCNK\CVKQP˒� DGECOG� ˑEQPEGRV˒�� 1T� ˑOWPKEKRCN� IQXGTPOGPV �˒� ˑOWPKEKRCN� NGXGN �˒� CPF�
“municipality” were grouped together under the term “local government”. 

32  The complete information regarding the parameters for building the VOSviewer networks is available on Appendix 1.
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Results of the scientometric analysis

Rł�ŶĞā�ĕŋķķŋƒĢłė�ŭāóŶĢŋł�ƒā�ťũāŭāłŶ�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�ĢĿťŋũŶÖłŶ�ƩłùĢłėŭ�ŋĕ�ŋŽũ�ũāŭāÖũóĞ̍�¦Ğā�ĢłĕŋũĿÖŶĢŋł�

Ģŭ�ŋũėÖłĢơāù�ĢłŶŋ�Ŷƒŋ�ťÖũŶŭ̍�¦Ğā�ƩũŭŶ�óŋłóāũłŭ�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�Öłù�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ƒĞŋ�ĞÖƑā�ƒũĢŶŶāł�ÖðŋŽŶ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�

elites in the world. The second part focuses solely on Latin America. 

The historical evolution of the literature

FũÖťĞ�ː�ŭĞŋƒŭ�ŶĞā�ėũŋƒŶĞ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ĿÖłŽŭóũĢťŶŭ�óŋłŶÖĢłĢłė�ŶĞā�ŶāũĿ�̦ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶā̧�Ģł�

ŶĞāĢũ�ŶĢŶķāŭ̇�ÖðŭŶũÖóŶŭ̇�Öłù�ĴāƘƒŋũùŭ�ƒĢŶĞĢł�ŶĞā��óŋťŽŭ�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā̍�¦Ğā�ŭāÖũóĞ�ũāŭŽķŶāù�Ģł�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�

ťŽðķĢŭĞāù�ĕũŋĿ�ː˘˔˗�Ŷŋ�ˑˏˑː̍

The bars signal the number of documents year by year while the line indicates the accumulated 

ƑÖķŽā�ŽłŶĢķ�ĿĢù̟ˑˏˑː̍�¦Ğāũā�Öũā�̆ ˑː�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�ŋĕ�ƑÖũĢŋŽŭ�ŶƘťāŭ�̛ ÖũŶĢóķāŭ̇�ðŋŋĴŭ̇�óĞÖťŶāũŭ̇�óŋłĕāũāłóā�

ťũŋóāāùĢłėŭ̇�āŶó̜̍̍

¦Ğā�ƩũŭŶ�ĿÖłŽŭóũĢťŶ�ĢłùāƗāù�Ģł��óŋťŽŭ�óŋłóāũłĢłė�ŶĞā�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶā�ùÖŶāŭ�ĕũŋĿ�ː˘˔˗̍��āŶƒāāł�

ŶĞā�ùāóÖùāŭ�ŋĕ�ː˘˕ˏ�Öłù�ː˘˘ˏ�ƒā�ĕŋŽłù�Ö�ŭŶÖðķā�ŭĢŶŽÖŶĢŋł�ÖŶ�ƑāũƘ� ķŋƒ�ķāƑāķŭ�̛Öł�ÖƑāũÖėā�ŋĕ�ŋłķƘ�ˑ�

ÖũŶĢóķāŭ�ťāũ�ƘāÖũ̜̍�Âā�Ʃłù�Ö�ĿŋùāŭŶ�Öłù�ŽłāƑāł�ėũŋƒŶĞ�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�ː˘˘ˏŭ�Öłù�Ö�ŭŽðŭŶÖłŶĢÖķ�āŭóÖķÖŶĢŋł�

ŋĕ�ŶĞā�łŽĿðāũ�ŋĕ�ťŽðķĢóÖŶĢŋłŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ķÖŶā�ˑˏˏˏŭ̍�Rł�ˑˏˏ˖̇�˒ˏ�ťÖťāũŭ�ƒāũā�ťŽðķĢŭĞāù̍��āŶƒāāł�ˑˏːː�Öłù�

2020 the average is 57 papers per year containing the expression “political elite”. In 2020 alone, 87 

documents were published.

Rł�ÖùùĢŶĢŋł�Ŷŋ�ŶĞā�ėũŋƒĢłė� ĢłŶāũāŭŶ�Öłù�ŶŋťĢóÖķĢŶƘ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ŭŽðıāóŶ̇� ŶĞĢŭ�ÖŭóāłùĢłė�óŽũƑā�ũāƪāóŶŭ�

ŭāƑāũÖķ� ŶĞĢłėŭ̆� Ŀŋũā� ıŋŽũłÖķŭ� ĢłùāƗāù� Ģł� ŶĞā� �óŋťŽŭ� ùÖŶÖðÖŭā̇� ŶĞā� āƗťÖłŭĢŋł� ŋĕ� ŶĞā� ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�

science community in the world, the production volume of the research teams, more streamlined 

óŋĿĿŽłĢóÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ũāŭŽķŶŭ̇�āÖŭĢāũ�Öóóāŭŭ�Ŷŋ�ķÖũėā�ùÖŶÖðÖŭāŭ̇�Öŭ�ƒāķķ�Öŭ�ŶĞā�ĢłóŋũťŋũÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó�

production from other regions of the world. We shall return to this last point later.

Graph 1. !ŽĿŽķÖŶĢƑā�ėũŋƒŶĞ� ̛ũŋƒ̜�Öłù� ŶŋŶÖķ�łŽĿðāũ�ŋĕ�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ� ̛óŋķŽĿłŭ̜�ťŽðķĢŭĞāù�ƒĢŶĞ� ŶĞā�

ŶāũĿ�̦ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶā̧�Ģł�ŶĞā��óŋťŽŭ�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā�Ģł�ŶĢŶķāŭ̇�ÖðŭŶũÖóŶŭ̇�Öłù�ĴāƘƒŋũùŭ�̛ː˘˔˗̟ˑˏˑː̜̂

�̂�łŶĢķ�mÖƘ̇�ˑˏˑː̍

Source: Prepared by the authors based on the Scopus database.
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The global production on political elites

The core literature about political elites

DĢėŽũā�ː�ŭƘŭŶāĿÖŶĢơāŭ�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�ŭĞÖũāù�ũāĕāũāłóāŭ�ÖĿŋłė�Öķķ�ĿÖłŽŭóũĢťŶŭ�Öłù�ťũŋƑĢùāŭ�Öł�ŋƑāũƑĢāƒ�

ŋĕ�ŶĞā�óŋũā�ķĢŶāũÖŶŽũā�Ģł�ŶĞā�Ʃāķù̍

Document co-citation analyses are especially useful for detecting changes or stability of 

theoretical paradigms over time. While variations in the number of citations of a single item may 

be ordinary occurrences, even if they enable us to measure the impact of articles or the reputation 

ŋĕ� ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̇� óĞÖłėāŭ� Ģł� óŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋł�łāŶƒŋũĴŭ� Öũā� ĕÖũ� ķāŭŭ� óŋĿĿŋł�̦Öłù� ũāťũāŭāłŶ�ĿÖıŋũ� ŭĞĢĕŶŭ� Ģł�

research activity and scholarly orientation within a discipline”.33

¦Ğā�łāŶƒŋũĴ�Ģŭ�ŋũėÖłĢơāù�ĢłŶŋ�ƩƑā�óķŽŭŶāũŭ̍�¦Öðķā�˒�ŭĞŋƒŭ�ŶĞā�ùŋĿĢłÖłŶ�ŭŽðıāóŶ�Öłù�ŶĞā�óāłŶũÖķ�

ũāĕāũāłóā� ĕŋũ� āÖóĞ� óķŽŭŶāũ̍� Rł� ėāłāũÖķ̇� ŶĞā� ŽłùāũķƘĢłė� ŭŽðıāóŶ� Ģł� ÖķĿŋŭŶ� Öķķ� ː˘� ũāĕāũāłóāŭ� Ģŭ� ŶĞā�

functioning of democracies and the role of the elite within them.

The main document in the red cluster is Wright Mills’ The Power Elite.34�¦Ğā�ðŋŋĴ�Ģŭ�Öł�ÖłÖķƘŭĢŭ�

of military, corporate, and political elites that de facto controlled American democracy. This same 

cluster also includes �ŋķƘÖũóĞƘ� ðƘ� �ŋðāũŶ� 'ÖĞķ̇� ƒĞĢóĞ� ũāùāƩłāŭ� ŶĞā� ĿāŶĞŋù� ŋĕ� ĿāÖŭŽũĢłė� Öłù�

meaning of political democracy,35�Öłù�ŶĞā�āŭŭÖƘ�ðƘ�FŽĢķķāũĿŋ�z̪'ŋłłāķķ̇�̦'āķāėÖŶĢƑā�'āĿŋóũÖóƘ̧̇�

which evaluates the dysfunction of personalist democracies in Latin American after the transition 

from military dictatorships.36� �Ĵā̪ŭ� ðŋŋĴ� Öùùũāŭŭāŭ� ŶĞā� ŭŽðƑāũŭĢŋł� ŋĕ� ùāĿŋóũÖóƘ� ðƘ� ÖŽŶŋóũÖŶĢó�

governments in African nations.37�Nāłóā̇� ŶĞā�ĿÖıŋũ� ĢŭŭŽā�Ğāũā� Ģŭ� ŶĞā� ùƘŭĕŽłóŶĢŋłŭ� ŋĕ� ùāĿŋóũÖóƘ̍�

ÂũĢėĞŶ�mĢķķŭ̪�ðŋŋĴ�Ģŭ�óŋłłāóŶāù�Ŷŋ��ŋðāũŶ�'ÖĞķ̪ŭ�ÂĞŋ�ėŋƑāũłŭ̎38 in the green cluster, which serves as 

a sort of response to the former

Table 3̍�mŋŭŶ�ĢĿťŋũŶÖłŶ�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�ðƘ�óķŽŭŶāũ�Ģł�ŶĞā�óŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋł�łāŶƒŋũĴ�Öłù�ùŋĿĢłÖłŶ�ŶĞāĿā�

cluster color theme reference title type

1 red problems of democracy (Mills 1956) The Power Elite book

2 green regime transitions (Higley and Burton 1989) The Elite Variable in Democratic Tran-
sitions and Breakdowns article

3 blue European integration (Best, Lengyel, and 
Verzichelli 2012)

The Europe of Elites: A Study into the European-
ness of Europe’s Political and Economic Elites book

4 yellow elite recruitment (Putnam 1976) The Comparative Study of Political Elites book

5 purple public opinion (Zaller 1992) The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion book

�ŋŽũóā̆��ũāťÖũāù�ðƘ�ŶĞā�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ðÖŭāù�ŋł�ŶĞā��óŋťŽŭ�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā�Öłù�Áz�ƑĢāƒāũ̍

33 �;QTIQ�2CUCFGQU��,QG�2JGNRU��CPF�$QPI�*[WP�-KO��ˑ&KUEKRNKPCT[�+ORCEV�QH�#FXGTVKUKPI�5EJQNCTU��6GORQTCN�%QORCTKUQPU�QH�+PΊWGPVKCN�
Authors, Works and Research Networks”, Journal of Advertising 27, no. 4 (1998): 55.

34  C. Wright Mills, The Power Elite. New York: Oxford University Press, 1956.
35  Robert A. Dahl, Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition. Democratization (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1971). 
36  Guillermo O’Donnell, “Delegative Democracy”, Journal of Democracy 5, no. 1 (1994): 55-69.
37  Claude Ake, The Feasibility of Democracy in Africa (Dakar: Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa, 2000).
38  Robert A. Dahl, ąƀǄ̒PǄȫŗǯƸǹ˝̒+ŗƴǄŅǯġŅȸ̒ġƸō̒ÀǄȰŗǯ̒ƍƸ̒ġƸ̒�ƴŗǯƍŅġƸ̒$ƍȃȸ̒(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1961).
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In the green cluster, the highlight is Higley and Burton’s article “The Elite Variable in Democratic 

¦ũÖłŭĢŶĢŋłŭ� Öłù� �ũāÖĴùŋƒłŭ̧̇� Ģł� ƒĞĢóĞ� ŶĞā� ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ� ÖũėŽā� ŶĞÖŶ� ŶĞā� ƑÖũĢÖðķā� ĕŋũ� ŽłùāũŭŶÖłù� ŶĞā�

ŭŶÖðĢķĢŶƘ̓ĢłŭŶÖðĢķĢŶƘ�ŋĕ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ� ũāėĢĿāŭ�Öłù�ŶĞā�ŭĞĢĕŶ� ĕũŋĿ�ŋłā�ũāėĢĿā�Ŷŋ�ÖłŋŶĞāũ� Ģŭ� ŶĞā�ùāėũāā�ŋĕ�

consensus among national elites.39 Political transition processes and their complications are also 

ŶĞā� ŭŽðıāóŶ� ŋĕ� �ũơāƒŋũŭĴĢ̪ŭ� ðŋŋĴ̍40� ¦Ğā� ŶĞĢũù� óķŽŭŶāũ� ̛ðķŽā̜� Ģŭ� ÖðŋŽŶ� ŶĞā� ũŋķāŭ� Öłù� ťũāĕāũāłóāŭ� ŋĕ�

political elites in European integration processes.˓ː The yellow cluster is about recruitment42 and 

representation theory.43��ŋðāũŶ��ŽŶłÖĿ̪ŭ�ðŋŋĴ� �¦Ğā�!ŋĿťÖũÖŶĢƑā��ŶŽùƘ�ŋĕ��ŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�1ķĢŶāŭ serves as a 

ĴĢłù�ŋĕ�ŭƘłŶĞāŭĢŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞāŭā�Ŷƒŋ�ťũŋðķāĿŭ̍44�Rł�óķŽŭŶāũ�˔�̛ťŽũťķā̜̇�ŶĞā�ĿÖĢł�ũāĕāũāłóā�Ģŭ�ÑÖķķāũ̇�ƒĞĢóĞ�

āƗťķŋũāŭ�Ğŋƒ�ťŽðķĢó�ŋťĢłĢŋł�Ģŭ�ĢłƪŽāłóāù�ðƘ�ŶĞā�ùĢŭóŋŽũŭāŭ�ŋĕ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ̍45

Figure 1. !ŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋł� łāŶƒŋũĴ� ŋĕ� ũāĕāũāłóāŭ�ĿāłŶĢŋłāù� ŶŋėāŶĞāũ� Ģł� ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ� ƒĢŶĞĢł� ŶĞā� ŭŶŽùƘ�

corpus about “political elites”

pŋŶā̆�ÁĢŭŽÖķĢơÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ� ŶĞā�óŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋł�łāŶƒŋũĴ�ŋĕ�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�ĿāłŶĢŋłāù�ÖŶ� ķāÖŭŶ�˓� ŶĢĿāŭ� Ģł� ŶĞā� ũāĕāũāłóāŭ�ŋĕ�˘ˑː�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ̍��āĕāũāłóāŭ�

ĕŋŽłù̆�˓˘̇ːˏ˗̍�¦Ğā�ƩėŽũā�ŭĞŋƒŭ�ː˘�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�óŋłłāóŶāù�Ŷŋ�āÖóĞ�ŋŶĞāũ�Öłù�ùĢƑĢùāù�ĢłŶŋ�˔�óķŽŭŶāũŭ̍�złķƘ�ŶĞā�ƩũŭŶ�ÖŽŶĞŋũ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ùŋóŽĿāłŶ�

Ģŭ�ķĢŭŶāù�ŋł�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ̍�¦Ğā�ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢť�ðāŶƒāāł�ĢŶāĿŭ�Ģŭ�ðÖŭāù�ŋł�ŶĞā�łŽĿðāũ�ŋĕ�ŶĢĿāŭ�ŶĞāƘ�Öũā�óĢŶāù�ŶŋėāŶĞāũ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ũāĕāũāłóā�ķĢŭŶ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�

ŭŶŽùƘ�óŋũťŽŭ̍�¦Ğā�ėũāÖŶāũ�ŶĞā�ƒāĢėĞŶ�ŋĕ�Ö�ùŋóŽĿāłŶ̇�ŶĞā�ķÖũėāũ�ŶĞā�ķÖðāķ�̛ŶĢŶķā̜�Öłù�óĢũóķā̍�¦ĢŶķāŭ�ĕũŋĿ�Ö�ŭÖĿā�ėũŋŽť�̛óķŽŭŶāũ̜�ĞÖƑā�ŶĞā�ŭÖĿā�

óŋķŋũ�Öłù�Öũā�ƑĢŭŽÖķķƘ�óķŋŭāũ�ŶŋėāŶĞāũ�Ģł�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ̍�¦Ğā�ŶĞĢóĴāũ�ŶĞā�ķĢłā̇�ŶĞā�ėũāÖŶāũ�ŶĞā�ĢłŶāũÖóŶĢŋł�ÖĿŋłė�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ̍�złķƘ�ŶĞā�ƩũŭŶ�ÖŽŶĞŋũ�

ÖťťāÖũŭ�ŋł�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ̍�

Source: Prepared by the authors based on the Scopus database.
39  Burton and Higley, “Invitation to Elite Theory”.
40  Adam Przeworski, Democracy and the Market: Political and Economic Reforms in Eastern Europe and Latin America (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1991).
41  Matthew Gabel, “Public Support for European Integration: An Empirical Test of Five Theories”, The Journal of Politics 60, no. 2 (1998): 

333-354; Liesbet Hooghe, “Europe Divided? Elites vs. Public Opinion on European Integration”, European Union Politics 4, no. 3 (2003): 
281-304; Heinrich Best, György Lengyel, and Luca Verzichelli eds., The Europe of Elites: A Study into the Europeanness of Europe’s Political 
and Economic Elites (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012).

42  Pippa Norris and Joni Lovenduski, Political Recruitment: Gender, Race, and Class in the British Parliament (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1995).

43  Hanna F. Pitkin, The Concept of Representation (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1967).
44  Putnam, The Comparative Study of Political Elites.
45  John R.Zaller, The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992).
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mŋŭŶ�ťũŋķĢƩó�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ

¦ŋ� ðāŶŶāũ� ŽłùāũŭŶÖłù� ƒĞĢóĞ� ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ� Öũā� ŶĞā� ĿŋŭŶ� ťũŋķĢƩó� Öłù� ĿŋŭŶ� ũāłŋƒłāù� Ģł� ŶĞĢŭ� ÖũāÖ� ŋĕ�

ĢłƑāŭŶĢėÖŶĢŋł̇�ƒā�ũÖłĴāù�ŶĞā�Ŷāł�ĿŋŭŶ�óĢŶāù�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā��óŋťŽŭ�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā̍�¦Öðķā�˓�ŭŽĿĿÖũĢơāŭ�ŶĞĢŭ�

ĢłĕŋũĿÖŶĢŋł�Öłù�ũāƑāÖķŭ�ŶĞā�ÖķĿŋŭŶ�āƗóķŽŭĢƑā�ťũāŭāłóā�ŋĕ�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ĕũŋĿ�1ŽũŋťāÖł�óŋŽłŶũĢāŭ�̛˘ˏͮ�ŋĕ�

óÖŭāŭ̜̍�¦Ğā�ŭŋķā�āƗóāťŶĢŋł�Ģŭ�`̍�NĢėķāƘ�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�łĢŶāù��ŶÖŶāŭ̍

¦Ğā�ƩũŭŶ�ĕŋŽũ�ťÖũÖĿāŶāũŭ�̛ ŶŋŶÖķ�łŽĿðāũ�ŋĕ�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā��óŋťŽŭ�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā̇�ŶŋŶÖķ�óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ̇�ŶŋŶÖķ�

citing documents, and Ğ�ĢłùāƗ̜�ĿāÖŭŽũā�ŶĞā�ťũāŭāłóā�Öłù�ĢłƪŽāłóā�ŋĕ�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ƒĢŶĞĢł�ŶĞā��ŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�

�óĢāłóā�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶƘ̍�¦Ğā�ķÖŭŶ�Ŷƒŋ�ĿāÖŭŽũāŭ�̛ŶŋŶÖķ�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�ƒĢŶĞĢł�ŶĞā�óŋũťŽŭ�ÖðŋŽŶ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ�

and percentage of documents about political elites over the total number of documents indexed in 

�óŋťŽŭ̜�ŭāũƑā�Öŭ�Ö�óũĢŶāũĢŋł�ĕŋũ�ŶĞā�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̪�ťũāŭāłóā�Ģł�ŶĞā�ÖũāÖ̍

Table 4̍�¦ŋť�ːˏ�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ðƘ�łŽĿðāũ�ŋĕ�óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ�ƒĢŶĞĢł�ŶĞā�ŭŶŽùƘ�óŋũťŽŭ�ÖðŋŽŶ�̦ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ̧

rank author* author affiliation country TDoc TCit TDCit h-index N Elites % Elites

1 Walgrave, S. University of Antwerp Belgium 99 4.081 2.802 35 8 8,08

2 Higley, J. University of Texas 
at Austin United States 62 959 823 11 9 14,52

3 Kenny, M, University of Sheffield United Kingdom 57 429 408 9 4 7,02

4 Lane, D. University of Cambridge United Kingdom 67 403 362 13 8 11,94

5 Best, H. University of Jena Germany 58 386 309 11 10 17,24

6 Verzichelli, L. University of Siena Italy 45 323 271 9 4 8,89

7 Coller, X. Universidad Nacional de 
Educación a Distancia Spain 38 273 213 9 5 13,16

8 Daloz, J.-P. Université de Strasbourg France 32 235 194 9 7 21,88

9 Sevenans, J. University of Antwerp Belgium 17 142 130 6 4 23,53

10 Cotta, M. University of Siena Italy 26 110 91 7 4 15,38

Caption: TDoc = total documents by the author indexed in Scopus; TCit = Total citations in Scopus; TDCit = Total citing documents; h-index 

= h-index calculated by Scopus; N Elites = total number of documents within the corpus about “political elites”; % Elites = percentage of 

documents about political elites over the total indexed documents. 

pŋŶā̆�̂�óŋ̟ÖŽŶĞŋũŭĞĢťŭ�Öũā�óŋĿťŽŶāù�ŭāťÖũÖŶāķƘ̍

Source: Prepared by the authors based on the Scopus database.

¦Ğā� ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ� Öũā� ũÖłĴāù� Ģł� ¦Öðķā� ˓� Žłùāũ� ŶĞā� óŋķŽĿł� ̦¦!ĢŶ̧� ̛ŶŋŶÖķ� óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ̜̍� �ŶāĕÖÖł�ÂÖķėũÖƑā̇�

ĿāĿðāũ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�'āťÖũŶĿāłŶ�ŋĕ��ŋķĢŶĢóÖķ��óĢāłóā�ÖŶ�ŶĞā�łĢƑāũŭĢŶƘ�ŋĕ��łŶƒāũť�Ģł��āķėĢŽĿ̇�Ģŭ�ðƘ�ĕÖũ�ŶĞā�

ĿŋŭŶ�óĢŶāù�ÖŽŶĞŋũ�̛˓̇ˏ˗ː�óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ̜̇�ƘāŶ�ŋłķƘ�˗ͮ�ŋĕ�ĞĢŭ�ƒŋũĴŭ�ĢłùāƗāù�Ģł��óŋťŽŭ�ũāĕāũ�Ŷŋ�̦ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�

āķĢŶāŭ̧̍�Nā�Ģŭ�Öķŭŋ�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�ĢłƪŽāłŶĢÖķ�ƒĢŶĞ�Öł�Ğ�ĢłùāƗ�ŋĕ�˒˔̍�`ŽķĢā��āƑāłÖłŭ�̛ŶĞā�ŋłķƘ�ƒŋĿÖł�ŋł�ŶĞā�

ķĢŭŶ̜̇�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�ŭÖĿā�ŽłĢƑāũŭĢŶƘ̇�Öłù�ƒĞŋ�ťŽðķĢŭĞāŭ�Ģł�óŋ̟ÖŽŶĞŋũŭĞĢť�ƒĢŶĞ�ÂÖķėũÖƑā̇�ĞÖŭ�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�

ťũŋķĢƩó�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł�ŭŶũĢóŶķƘ�ÖðŋŽŶ�ŶĞā�ŭŽðıāóŶ�̛ˑ˒̍˔̜ͮ�ÖĿŋłė�ŶĞā�Ŷāł�ĿŋŭŶ�óĢŶāù�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̍�ÂÖķėũÖƑā̪ŭ�

research is predominantly in the area of political communication.
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Thematic map

We performed a co-word test to understand how research problems are organized in the area. We 

analyzed the most frequent terms appearing simultaneously in the manuscripts’ titles and abstracts 

Öłù�ƒĞĢóĞ�ŭŽðıāóŶ�ėũŋŽťŭ�Ŷāłù�Ŷŋ�ĕŋũĿ̍�¦Ğāŭā�ŶāũĿŭ�ŭāũƑā�Öŭ�Ö�ũāĕāũāłóā�ťŋĢłŶ�Ŷŋ�āŭŶĢĿÖŶā�ŶĞā�óŋłŶāłŶ�

ŋĕ�ŶĞā�˘ˑː�ŶāƗŶŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ŭŶŽùƘ�óŋũťŽŭ�ƒĞĢķā�ŶĞā�óķŽŭŶāũŭ�ĢłùĢóÖŶā�ŶĞā�ùĢƦāũāłŶ�ŶĞāĿÖŶĢó�óŋĿĿŽłĢŶĢāŭ̍

Âā�Žŭāù�Ŷƒŋ�ĢłùĢóÖŶŋũŭ�Ŷŋ�ÖłÖķƘơā�DĢėŽũā�ˑ̆�ŶĞā�Ŷāł�ŶāũĿŭ�ƒĢŶĞ�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�ķĢłĴŭ�Öłù�ŶĞā�Ŷāł�ŶāũĿŭ�

ƒĢŶĞ�ŶĞā�ėũāÖŶāŭŶ�ķĢłĴ�ŭŶũāłėŶĞ�Ģł�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ̍�¦Ğā�ĿÖť�Ģŭ�ŋũėÖłĢơāù�ĢłŶŋ�łĢłā�óķŽŭŶāũŭ̍�¦Ğā�ŭĢơā�ŋĕ�

ŶĞā�óĢũóķā�Öłù�ĕŋłŶ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ĿÖť�ùāťāłù�ŋł�ŶĞā�ùāėũāā�ŋĕ�łŋùāŭ̇�ŶĞā�ŭŶũāłėŶĞ�ŋĕ�ķĢłĴŭ̇�Öłù�ŶĞā�ÖĿŋŽłŶ�

of citations. The color of the circle represents the cluster to which it belonged, and the cluster was 

ũāťũāŭāłŶāù�ðƘ�ùĢƦāũāłŶ�óŋķŋũŭ̍

!ķŽŭŶāũŭ�Öũā�ĕŋũĿāù�ƩũŭŶķƘ�ðƘ�ėķŋðÖķ�ũāėĢŋł�ŋũ�óŋŽłŶũĢāŭ�Žłùāũ�ŭŶŽùƘ�Öłù�ŭāóŋłùķƘ�ðƘ�ŶŋťĢóŭ�ŋĕ�

interest. Table 5 organizes this information and provides two measures about the importance and 

size of the groups: the number of terms that comprise each grouping and the percentage of terms in 

āÖóĞ�ėũŋŽť�ŋƑāũ�ŶĞā�ŶŋŶÖķ�łāŶƒŋũĴ̍

!ķŽŭŶāũ�ː�̛ũāù̜�āłóŋĿťÖŭŭāŭ�ː˖˕�ŶāũĿŭ�ùĢŭŶũĢðŽŶāù�Ģł�ŶĞā�óāłŶũÖķ�ÖũāÖ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ̇�Ģł�ƒĞĢóĞ�

the most recurrent term is career, 53 times. The binding theme that groups the documents together 

is the democratic transitions of authoritarian countries. These studies focus on State elites in these 

óŋŽłŶũĢāŭ̇� ŶĞāĢũ� óĞÖũÖóŶāũĢŭŶĢóŭ̇� Öłù� Ğŋƒ� ŶĞāŭā� ėŋƑāũłĿāłŶŭ� Öũā� óŋłŶũŋķķāù̍� ¦Ğā� óķŽŭŶāũ� ĞÖŭ� ƩƑā�

ŭŽðÖũāÖŭ̍�¦Ğā�ƩũŭŶ�Ģŭ�ùāƑŋŶāù�Ŷŋ�óŽķŶŽũā̇�āŶĞłĢóĢŶƘ̇�Öłù�ėŋƑāũłĿāłŶ�Ģł�ŭŶÖŶāŭ�ŭŽóĞ�Öŭ�RũÖł̇��ŽŭŭĢÖ̇�

and China. A second group addresses the political processes of systems associated to the Soviet 

łĢŋł̇�!ĞĢłÖ̇�Öłù�!āłŶũÖķ��ŭĢÖ̍�¦Ğā�ŶĞĢũù̇�óŋłłāóŶāù�Ŷŋ�ðŽŭĢłāŭŭ�āķĢŶāŭ̇�Ģŭ�ũāķÖŶāù�Ŷŋ�'ÖėāŭŶÖł�̛ ĕŋũĿāũ�

!ĞāóĞłƘÖ̜̍�¦Ğā�ĕŋŽũŶĞ�ŭŽðÖũāÖ�Öùùũāŭŭāŭ�āķāóŶĢŋłŭ̇�óŋĿťāŶĢŶĢŋł̇�āķĢŶā�ŭāķāóŶĢŋł̇�Öłù�ÖķŶāũłÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�

ťŋƒāũ̇�ťÖũŶĢóŽķÖũķƘ� Ģł��ŽŭŭĢÖ̇�FāŋũėĢÖ̇� Öłù��ũĿāłĢÖ̍�¦Ğā�ƩłÖķ�ėũŋŽť�ùāðÖŶāŭ� ŶĞā�ťÖũŶĢóĢťÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�

political elites in democratic transitions and State transformations, mainly in Estonia, Lithuania, 

and Latvia.

!ķŽŭŶāũ�ˑ�̛ėũāāł̜̇�ŋł�ŶĞā�ķāĕŶ�ŭĢùā�ŋł�ŶĞā�ĿÖť̇�Ģŭ�ŶĞā�ŭāóŋłù�ķÖũėāŭŶ�óķŽŭŶāũ�ƒĢŶĞ�ː˒ˏ�ŶāũĿŭ�̛ː˔̍˓ͮ�

ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ŶŋŶÖķ�ƒŋũùŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ̜̇�ŋũėÖłĢơāù�ÖũŋŽłù�ŶĞā�ŶāũĿ�women. This is the most important 

ŶāũĿ�Ģł�ŶĞā�āłŶĢũā�łāŶƒŋũĴ�ƒĢŶĞ�ˑˑˏ�ŋóóŽũũāłóāŭ̍�¦Ğāŭā�ũāŭāÖũóĞāŭ�Öùùũāŭŭ�āķāóŶŋũÖķ�ťũŋóāŭŭāŭ� Ģł�

ùāĿŋóũÖóĢāŭ� ƒĢŶĞ�ĿÖıŋũĢŶÖũĢÖł� ƑŋŶĢłė� ŭƘŭŶāĿŭ̍� �łŋŶĞāũ� ĢĿťŋũŶÖłŶ� óĞÖũÖóŶāũĢŭŶĢó� Ģŭ� ŶĞā� ĕŋóŽŭ� ŋł�

óŋĿťÖũÖŶĢƑā�ėāłùāũ�ÖłÖķƘŭāŭ� Ģł� ŶĞā� óŋĿťŋŭĢŶĢŋł�ŋĕ� āķĢŶāŭ̍�Âā�Öķŭŋ�Ʃłù�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�ŋł�Ğŋƒ� ŶĞā� ŭŋóĢÖķ�

óŋĿťŋŭĢŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ùŋĿĢłÖłŶ�ėũŋŽťŭ�Öłù�ŶĞāĢũ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�óÖũāāũŭ�óÖł�ÖƦāóŶ�ŶĞāĢũ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŭŶÖŶŽŭ̍

¦Ğā� ĿÖĢł� ŶāũĿ� ŋł� óķŽŭŶāũ� ˒� ̛ùÖũĴ� ðķŽā̜� Ģŭ� óĢŶĢơāł̍� ¦ĞĢŭ� Ģŭ� ŶĞā� ŭāóŋłù� ĿŋŭŶ� ĢĿťŋũŶÖłŶ� ŶāũĿ�

Ģł� ŶĞā� āłŶĢũā� łāŶƒŋũĴ� ƒĢŶĞ� ˒ˑ˗� óŋłłāóŶĢŋłŭ̍� ¦Ğā� ŶāũĿŭ� Ģł� ŶĞĢŭ� óķŽŭŶāũ� ĢłùĢóÖŶā� Ö� ťũāùŋĿĢłÖłŶ�

discussion around the theme of press, internet, and blogs. The most relevant texts are about mass 

communication and how elites are interested in and relate to the press. The articles in this cluster 

deal with elections, mainly in Asia and Eurasia.

!ķŽŭŶāũ�˓�̛Ƙāķķŋƒ̜�ĢłóķŽùāŭ�ƒŋũĴŭ�ÖðŋŽŶ�ťŽðķĢó�ŋťĢłĢŋł̇�ĢŶŭ�ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢť�ƒĢŶĞ�ĢĿĿĢėũÖŶĢŋł�ĕũŋĿ�

óŋłƪĢóŶ̟ÖƦāóŶāù�óŋŽłŶũĢāŭ�Ŷŋ�ŶĞā�1ŽũŋťāÖł�łĢŋł̇�Öłù�Ğŋƒ�ŶĞĢŭ�Ģŭ�ÖóóāťŶāù�ðƘ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ̍

!ķŽŭŶāũ�˔� ̛ťŽũťķā̜�óŋĿťũĢŭāŭ�ùāĿŋóũÖŶĢơÖŶĢŋł�ťũŋóāŭŭāŭ� Ģł�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖł�óŋŽłŶũĢāŭ̆� � ũāėĢĿā�

ŶũÖłŭĢŶĢŋłŭ̇�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ťũŋŶāŭŶŭ̇�Öŭ�ƒāķķ�Öŭ�ŶĞā�ťũŋƩķā�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�āķĢŶāŭ̍�¦Ğā�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł�Ģŭ�ùĢƑĢùāù�ðāŶƒāāł�
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ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�ŋł�ŶĞā�ŭƘĿðŋķĢó�óÖťĢŶÖķ�ŋĕ�ŭŋóĢÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ� Ģł��ũėāłŶĢłÖ�Öłù�ũŽėŽÖƘ�Öłù�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�ŶĞÖŶ�ũāĕāũ�Ŷŋ�

ťũŋŶāŭŶ�ƑŋŶĢłė�ĿŋƑāĿāłŶŭ�Ģł�!ĞĢķā̍�Âā�Öķŭŋ�Ʃłù�ÖłŋŶĞāũ�ėũŋŽť�ŋĕ�ŶāƗŶŭ�ÖðŋŽŶ�ťũŋĕāŭŭĢŋłÖķ�ťŋķĢŶĢóĢÖłŭ�

and political capital in Central Europe and Argentina.

Rł�óķŽŭŶāũ�˕�̛ķĢėĞŶ�ðķŽā̜̇�ŶĞā�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋłŭ�ĕŋóŽŭ�ŋł�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ�̛ƒĢŶĞ�ŭťāóĢÖķ�ĢłŶāũāŭŶ�Ģł�!ĞĢķā̜�

Öłù�ťŋŭŶ̟�ŋƑĢāŶ�óŋŽłŶũĢāŭ�̛ƒĢŶĞ�ŭťāóĢÖķ� ĢłŶāũāŭŶ� Ģł��ŽŭŭĢÖ̜̍��ŶŽùĢāŭ�ŋł�ťÖũķĢÖĿāłŶÖũĢÖłŭ�Öłù�ŭŶÖŶā�

ĿĢłĢŭŶāũŭ�ĿÖĴā�Žŭā�ŋĕ�ƑÖũĢāù�ŭŶÖŶĢŭŶĢóÖķ�ĿāŶĞŋùŭ̍

!ķŽŭŶāũ�˖�̛ŋũÖłėā̜�ėũŋŽťŭ�ťÖťāũŭ�ŶĞÖŶ�ŭŶŽùƘ�ŶĞā�ŭŋóĢÖķ�ŋũĢėĢł�ŋĕ�āķĢŶāŭ�Öłù�ŶĞāĢũ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŭŶũāłėŶĞ̍�

China and Russia are the highlights of this set. These studies are predominantly focused on post-

Soviet countries and elite transformation processes in democratic transitions. Central Europe is also 

in the analytical spotlight with analyses on the recruitment patterns of representative elites.

!ķŽŭŶāũ� ˗� ̛ðũŋƒł̜� Ģŭ� ÖðŋŽŶ� āķĢŶā� ĢłŶāũťāũŭŋłÖķ� ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢťŭ̍� ¦Ğāŭā� ŶƘťāŭ� ŋĕ� ũāŭāÖũóĞ� Öùùũāŭŭ�

ÖŭťāóŶŭ�ŭŽóĞ�Öŭ�ŭŋóĢÖķ�ŋũĢėĢłŭ̇�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢť�łāŶƒŋũĴŭ̇�Öłù�ŶĞā�óŋĿťŋŭĢŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ũāťũāŭāłŶÖŶĢŋł�

ŋƧóāŭ̇�ƒĢŶĞ�Ö�ťÖũŶĢóŽķÖũ�ĕŋóŽŭ�ŋł�ŶĞā�!āłŶũÖķ�!ŋĿĿĢŶŶāā�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�!ĞĢłāŭā�!ŋĿĿŽłĢŭŶ��ÖũŶƘ̍�!ķŽŭŶāũ�˘�

̛ťĢłĴ̜�Ģŭ�ÖðŋŽŶ�óŋũũŽťŶĢŋł�Ģł��ŭĢÖ̍

Figure 2̍�!ŋ̟ŋóóŽũũāłóā�łāŶƒŋũĴ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�ĕũāŨŽāłŶ�ŶāũĿŭ�Öłù�ŶĞāĢũ�ũāóĢťũŋóÖķ�ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢťŭ� Ģł�

titles and abstracts within the study corpus on “political elites” 

pz¦1̍̆�ÁĢŭŽÖķĢơÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�óŋ̟ŋóóŽũũāłóāŭ�łāŶƒŋũĴ�ŋĕ�ĿŋŭŶ�ĕũāŨŽāłŶ�ŶāũĿŭ�Öłù�ŶĞāĢũ�ũāóĢťũŋóÖķ�ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢťŭ�Ģł�ŶĢŶķāŭ�Öłù�ÖðŭŶũÖóŶŭ�ÖĿŋłė�

ŶĞā�˘ˑː�ŭāķāóŶāù�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�̛ŶŋŶÖķ̆�ː˖̇˔˒˘�ƒŋũùŭ̜�ĕŋũĿĢłė�˘�óķŽŭŶāũŭ̍�mĢłĢĿŽĿ�ŋóóŽũũāłóā�ŋĕ�˓�ŶĢĿāŭ�̛ŶāũĿŭ�ĕŋŽłù̆�ː̍˓ˏ˘̜̍�¦Ğā�ƩėŽũā�ŭĞŋƒŭ�

˗˓ˑ�ŶāũĿŭ�óŋłłāóŶāù�Ŷŋ�āÖóĞ�ŋŶĞāũ�̛ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�ũāķāƑÖłŶ�˕ˏ̜ͮ̍�Âā�ũāĿŋƑāù�Ŷƒŋ�ŋŽŶķĢāũ�ŶāũĿŭ�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ�Öŭ�ŶĞāƘ�ĞĢłùāũāù�ƑĢŭŽÖķĢơÖŶĢŋł̆�

̦RũÖłĢÖł�ťŋķĢŶĢóŭ̧�Öłù�̦pāĿŶŭŋƑ̧�̛˕�ŋóóŽũũāłóāŭ�āÖóĞ̜̍�¦Ğā�ėũāÖŶāũ�ŶĞā�ƒāĢėĞŶ�ŋĕ�Ö�ŶāũĿ̇�ŶĞā�ķÖũėāũ�ŶĞā�ķÖðāķ�Öłù�óĢũóķā̍�¦āũĿŭ�ĕũŋĿ�Ö�ŭÖĿā�

cluster have the same color and are closer together.

Source: Prepared by the authors based on the Scopus database.
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Table 5. Main research themes by cluster and predominant regions based on the thematic map of co-

occurrence of terms in titles and abstracts within the study corpus on “political elites” 

cluster color N of 
terms

% of the 
network 10 terms with most links 10 terms with the greatest total 

link strength on the network
predominant 

regions* main themes

1 red 176 20,9
career, party politics, technique, 

Soviet Union, regime change, 
political process, expert, 

tension, collapse, clan

Georgia, Soviet Union, career, Kyr-
gyzstan, political process, Lithuania, 

Latvia, rivalry, technique, Estonia
Central-Eastern and 

Northern Europe
authoritarian cou-
ntries and demo-
cratic transitions

2 green 130 15,4
status, women, man, majority, 

electorate, parliamentary election, 
center, equality, referendum, list

women, man, status, Indone-
sia, human right, seat, Croatia, 
district, electorate, supporter

North America, 
Central Europe

electoral proces-
ses, democracy, 
elite domination

3 dark 
blue 106 12,6

citizen, claim, limitation, press, 
insight, ideal, journalist, public 

sphere, scheme, essay

citizen, internet, benkler, public 
sphere, blog, Singapore, press, 

claim, observer, limitation
Indian Ocean

mass commu-
nication and 

its relationship 
with elites

4 yellow 102 12,1

public discourse, European 
integration, narrative, frame, 
political discourse, speech, 
content analysis, criticism, 

political agenda, economic crisis

narrative, frame, Serbia, political 
discourse, public discourse, European 

integration, speech, political 
agenda, terrorism, European path

Belgium; Slovakia, 
Romania, and 

Bulgaria

public opinion, 
immigration, 
and European 

integration

5 purple 74 8,8
protest, American politics, 

authoritarian regime, Argentina, 
help, Chile, employer, message, 

obligation, comparative analysis

protest, employer, American politics, 
mutual society, obligation, Chile, 
Argentina, message, help, liege

East-Central Europe 
and Latin America

protests and 
authoritarianism

6 light 
blue 72 8,6

population, wave, immigration, city, 
quarter, diversity, parliamentary 

debate, fifth, big city, employment

population, city, New York, Los 
Angeles, immigration, wave, quarter, 
African American, resident, big city

Latin America 
and post-soviet 

countries

elite composition, 
substantive 

representation, 
and capital

7 orange 68 8,1
ruler, inability, demonstration, 

political control, faction, political 
economy, estate, death, social 

status, commonwealth

Nigeria, death, political control, small 
firm, Northern Nigeria, ruler, political 

economy, estate, king, inability
post-soviet 

countries

social origin, 
recruitment, 

political profile 
and strength

8 brown 59 7,0
practice, network, resource, 

war, economy, family, business, 
civil society, capital, China

network, remittance, practice, 
post office, firm, industry, China, 

Chinese state, war, Qiaopiju
China and India

interpersonal 
relationships and 

local governments

9 pink 55 6,5
agency, norm, arrangement, 

corruption, legitimacy, 
science, investigation, cost, 
reconstruction, commission

corruption, acc, accs [anti-corruption 
commissions], agency, legitimacy, 
investigation, norm, commission, 

reconstruction, arrangement
Caucasus and Asia corruption

�ŋŽũóā̆��ũāťÖũāù�ðƘ�ŶĞā�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ðÖŭāù�ŋł�ŶĞā��óŋťŽŭ�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā�Öłù�Áz�ƑĢāƒāũ̍�

Most cited authors

¦Öðķā�˕� ķĢŭŶŭ� Öłù� ŭŽĿĿÖũĢơāŭ� ŶĞā� ÖłÖķƘŶĢóÖķ� ŶĞāĿāŭ� Ģł� ŶĞā�ƩƑā�ĿŋŭŶ� óĢŶāù�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�ƒĢŶĞĢł� ŶĞā�

óŋũťŽŭ� ŋł� ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ� āķĢŶāŭ� ̛Öķķ� Ģł� 1łėķĢŭĞ̜� Öłù� ŶĞā� ùĢƦāũāłŶ� ŶāóĞłĢŨŽāŭ� āĿťķŋƘāù̍� ¦Ğā� ŽłùāũķƘĢłė�

ŨŽāŭŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ƩƑā�ũāĕāũāłóāŭ�óŋłóāũłŭ�ŶĞā�ŶũÖùĢŶĢŋłÖķ�ťũŋðķāĿ�ŋĕ�political power: who holds it, how 

it is exercised, its extent, how to stabilize it, and why renounce it.

¦Ğā�ĿŋŭŶ� ĢłƪŽāłŶĢÖķ� ƒŋũĴ� Ģŭ� �ŶũŽóŶŽũā� ŋĕ� 'āóĢŭĢŋł̆� ¦Ğā� !ŋėłĢŶĢƑā�mÖťŭ� ŋĕ� �ŋķĢŶĢóÖķ� 1ķĢŶāŭ edited 

ðƘ��Ɨāķũŋù� Ģł� ŶĞā� ː˘˖ˏŭ�ƒĢŶĞ� ːːˏ˒�óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ̍46��ŋðāũŶ��Ɨāķũŋù̇� ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞā�łĢƑāũŭĢŶƘ�ŋĕ�mĢóĞĢėÖł̇� Ģŭ�

ŋłā�ŋĕ� ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ� ĢłƪŽāłŶĢÖķ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ� ŭóĢāłŶĢŭŶŭ� Ģł� ŶĞā�łĢŶāù��ŶÖŶāŭ�ƒŋũĴĢłė� Ģł� ŶĞā�Ʃāķùŭ�ŋĕ�ťŽðķĢó�

policy, public administration, and public law.47 The practical ambition behind the volume was to 

̦ĢĿťũŋƑā� ŶĞā� ŨŽÖķĢŶƘ� ŋĕ� ùāóĢŭĢŋł�ĿÖĴĢłȩ̇� ŋĕ� ŶĞā� ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ� āķĢŶā̍� �ŭ� Ö� ŶĞāŋũāŶĢóÖķ� ŽłùāũŶÖĴĢłė̇� ŶĞā�

Ŀŋùāķ�ťũŋťŋŭāù�ðƘ��Ɨāķũŋù�Ģł�!ĞÖťŶāũ�ː�̛̦¦Ğā�!ŋėłĢŶĢƑā�mÖťťĢłė��ťťũŋÖóĞ�Ŷŋ�'āóĢŭĢŋł�mÖĴĢłȩ̜̇�

ŭŶũĢƑāŭ�Ŷŋ�ŽłùāũŭŶÖłù̇�ŶĞũŋŽėĞ�ĿÖŶĞāĿÖŶĢóÖķ�ũāťũāŭāłŶÖŶĢŋłŭ̇�óŋĿťķāƗ�ùāóĢŭĢŋł̟ĿÖĴĢłė�ťũŋóāŭŭāŭ�

and subsequently prescribe solutions for governments. A cognitive map is the conceptual device 

through which individuals classify and interpret their surroundings, and the model was designed to 

46  Robert Axelrod ed., Structure of Decision: The Cognitive Maps of Political Elites (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1976).
47  Natalie Masuoka, Bernard Grofman, and Scott L Feld, “The Political Science 400: A 20-Year Update”, PS: Political Science & Politics 40, 

no. 1 (2007): 133-145.
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comprehend, based on a person’s belief system, the structure of their causal statements regarding 

a public policy issue.

Table 6̍�¦Ğā�ƩƑā�ĿŋŭŶ�óĢŶāù�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�ƒĢŶĞĢł�ŶĞā�ŭŶŽùƘ�óŋũťŽŭ�ŋł�̦ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ̧

rank author, 
year document underlying 

issue subject technique type language citations

1 (Axelrod 
1976)

Structure 
of decision: 

The cognitive 
maps of po-
litical elites

How is 
power 

exercised?

The study develops a new approach for analyzing 
decision-making based on a “cognitive map” 

of the contributing concepts, values, and 
beliefs of the political elite. Five empirical 
studies apply this idea to different areas 

such as foreign policy, parliamentary activity, 
transport policy, and environmental policy.

des-
criptive 

statistics; 
network 
analysis

book English 1103

2
(Gilens 

and Page 
2014)

Testing 
theories of 
American 
politics

Who holds 
power?

The authors examine which set of actors have 
influence over US public policy: ordinary citizens, 

economic elites, or interest groups. Through a 
multivariate analysis, the study demonstrates 

that economic elites and groups represen-
ting commercial interests have a substantial 
impact on US policy, while citizens and mass 
interest groups have little or no influence. 

These results confirm the theories of economic 
elite domination and the theoretical predictions 

of “biased pluralism” (in contrast to majority 
pluralism, in which the interests of all citizens 

are represented more or less equally).

logistic 
regression article English 770

3 (Rittber-
ger 2005)

Building 
Europe’s 

Parliament

Why 
concede 
power?

Analyzes how and why the political elites of 
European Union nations (political parties, national 

governments) transferred their sovereignty by 
delegating powers – supervisory, budgetary, 
and legislative – to the European Parliament. 
The basic reason stems from a deficit in the 

legitimacy of democratic representative systems.

expla-
natory 

(historical) 
narrative

book English 245

4
(Marcus-
sen et al. 

1999)
Constructing 

Europe?

How 
powerful 
are the 

political 
elites?

Examines why different Nation-States have 
different relationships to a European identity 
– UK, Germany, and France. In sum, due to the 
extent that the identities of Nation-States 
are incorporated into the political institu-

tions and political culture of a given country, 
and the leeway that political elites have to 

manipulate the construction of a new identity.

descripti-
ve analysis article English 179

5 (Gates et 
al. 2006)

Institutional 
inconsistency 
and political 
instability

How to 
stabilize 

the 
exercise 

of power?

Analyzes how political-institutional structures 
– executive office elections, degree or extent of 
participation, and control of authorities – affect 
political stability in democracies and autocracies. 
The study then tests the hypothesis that it is in 

the interest of political elites to impose consistent 
rules upon themselves for the exercise of power 
to safeguard the durability of political regimes.

logistic 
regression article English 165

Source: Prepared by the authors based on the Scopus database.

The production about political elites in Latin America

Rł�ŶĞĢŭ�ŭāóŶĢŋł�ƒā�ùāŭóũĢðā�ŶĞā�ƩłùĢłėŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ŭóĞŋķÖũķƘ�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł�ŋł�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖł�āķĢŶāŭ̍�¦ĞĢŭ�

óŋũťŽŭ�óŋłŭĢŭŶŭ�ŋĕ�ŋłķƘ�˓˗�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�̛˒˗�ÖũŶĢóķāŭ̇�˔�ðŋŋĴ�óĞÖťŶāũŭ̇�ˑ�ðŋŋĴŭ̇�ˑ�ũāƑĢāƒŭ̇�Öłù�ŋłā�łŋŶā̜̍

Âā� ðāėĢł� ƒĢŶĞ� ŶĞā� óŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋł� łāŶƒŋũĴ� ŋĕ� ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ� ĿāłŶĢŋłāù� ŶŋėāŶĞāũ� Ģł� ŶĞā� ũāĕāũāłóāŭ� ŋĕ�

ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�ƒĢŶĞĢł�ŶĞĢŭ�óŋũťŽŭ�̛DĢėŽũā�˒̜̍48 Table 7 is an extension of the data from the co-citation 

łāŶƒŋũĴ�Öłù�ĢŭŋķÖŶāŭ�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�óĢŶāù�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�Ģł�āÖóĞ�óķŽŭŶāũ�ĕũŋĿ�DĢėŽũā�˒̇�ŭťāóĢĕƘĢłė�ŶĞā�óŋŽłŶũƘ�ŋĕ�

academic activity. As we can see, production is heavily regionalized.

48 �1PN[�VJG�PCOGU�QH�VJG�RTKPEKRCN�
ΉTUV��CWVJQTU�YGTG�WUGF�KP�VJG�EQ�EKVCVKQP�CPCN[UGU�RGTHQTOGF�KP�VJKU�UVWF[�
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Table 7.�¦Ğā�ƩƑā�ĿŋŭŶ�óĢŶāù�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ� Ģł�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ�ðƘ�óķŽŭŶāũ� Ģł� ŶĞā�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ̪�ũāĕāũāłóā�óŋ̟

óĢŶÖŶĢŋł�łāŶƒŋũĴ

rank cluster 1 (red) country cluster 2 (green) country cluster 3 (blue) country

1 Joignant, A. (30) Chile Bourdieu, P. (41) France Codato, A. (17) Brazil

2 Navia, P. (27) Chile Gaxie, D. (23) France Best, H. (13) Germany

3 Siavelis, P. (25) Chile Offerle, M. (18) France Cotta, M. (12) Italy

4 Gonzalez-Busta-
mante, B. (20) Chile Sawicki, F. (14) France Serna, M. (12) Uruguay

5 Schofield, N. (19) USA Weber, M. (14) Germany Santos, F. (11) Brazil

Silva, P. (19) Chile

cluster 4 (yellow) cluster 5 (purple)

1 Limongi, F. (14) Brazil Magaloni, B. (6) USA

2 Figueiredo, A. (11) Brazil Robinson, J.A. (6) USA

3 Michels, R. (8) Germany Spaeth, H.J. (4) USA

4 Mair, P. (7) Italy Acemoglu, D. (3) USA

5 Amorim Neto, O. (6) Brazil Spiller, P.T. (3) USA

pz¦1̍̆�pŽĿðāũ�ŋĕ�óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ�Ģł�ðũÖóĴāŶŭ

Source: Prepared by the authors based on the Scopus database.

!ķŽŭŶāũ�ː�̛ũāù̜�ėũŋŽťŭ�˗ː�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�Öłù�óŋłłāóŶŭ�Ŷŋ�Öķķ�ŋŶĞāũ�óķŽŭŶāũŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ̇�āƗóāťŶ�ĕŋũ�

óķŽŭŶāũ�˔�̛ťŽũťķā̜̍�Âā�Ʃłù�Ŷƒŋ�ùĢƦāũāłŶ�ÖťťũŋÖóĞāŭ�Ğāũā̆�ŋłā�ĕũŋĿ�ĿÖĢłŭŶũāÖĿ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŭóĢāłóā̇�

represented by Gonzalez-Bustamante, and another from French political sociology, represented 

ðƘ��̍�`ŋĢėłÖłŶ̍�¦Ğā�ƩƑā�ĿŋŭŶ�óĢŶāù�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�Öũā�ĕũŋĿ�!ĞĢķā�Öłù�ŶĞāĢũ�ũāŭāÖũóĞ�ĢłŶāũāŭŶŭ�ĢłóķŽùā�ŶĞā�

ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŶũÖıāóŶŋũƘ�Öłù�ŭŋóĢÖķĢơÖŶĢŋł�ťũŋóāŭŭāŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ťÖũķĢÖĿāłŶÖũƘ�āķĢŶā̇�ŶĞā�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�óÖťĢŶÖķ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�

elite, and duration of cabinet ministers in presidential democracies.

!ķŽŭŶāũ�ˑ�̛ėũāāł̜�ÖėėũāėÖŶāŭ�˓˖�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�Öłù�óŋłłāóŶŭ�Ŷŋ�Öķķ�ŋŶĞāũ�óķŽŭŶāũŭ�āƗóāťŶ�óķŽŭŶāũ�˔̍�¦ĞĢŭ�

óķŽŭŶāũ�ĢłóķŽùāŭ̇�ÖĿŋłė�ŋŶĞāũŭ̇��̍��ŋŽũùĢāŽ̇�'̍�FÖƗĢā̇�Öłù�m̍�zƦāũķā�Ģł�ÖùùĢŶĢŋł�Ŷŋ�D̍��ÖƒĢóĴĢ�Öłù�

z̍�!ŋũÖùĢłĢ̍�¦ĞĢŭ�ėũŋŽť�ĢłóķŽùāŭ�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�Ʃāķù�ŋĕ�ŋũ� ĢłƪŽāłóāù�ðƘ�DũāłóĞ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŭŋóĢŋķŋėƘ̍�

They discuss, from a Bourdieusian perspective, the reconversion of “capitals”, whether political, 

āóŋłŋĿĢó̇�ŭŋóĢÖķ̇�ĕÖĿĢķƘ̇�āŶó̍̇�ĢłŶŋ�ÖùƑÖłŶÖėāŭ̇�ťŋŭĢŶĢŋłŭ̇�Öłù�ŋƧóāŭ�Ģł�óĢũóķāŭ�ŋĕ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ťŋƒāũ̍
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Figure 3̍�!ŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋł�łāŶƒŋũĴ�ŋĕ�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ĿāłŶĢŋłāù�ŶŋėāŶĞāũ�Ģł�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�ƒĢŶĞĢł�ŶĞā�ŭŶŽùƘ�óŋũťŽŭ�

ŋł�̦ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ̧�̛dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ�ŋłķƘ̜�

pŋŶā̆�ÁĢŭŽÖķĢơÖŶĢŋł�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�óŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ�łāŶƒŋũĴ�ŋĕ�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ĿāłŶĢŋłāù�ÖŶ� ķāÖŭŶ�˒�ŶĢĿāŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ũāĕāũāłóāŭ�ŋĕ�˓˕�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ̍��ŽŶĞŋũŭ�ĕŋŽłù̆�

ː̇˓˕˕̍�¦Ğā�ƩėŽũā�ŭĞŋƒŭ�ˑˏ˕�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ùĢƑĢùāù�ĢłŶŋ�˔�óķŽŭŶāũŭ̍�złķƘ�ŶĞā�ƩũŭŶ�ÖŽŶĞŋũ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ùŋóŽĿāłŶ�Ģŭ�ŭĞŋƒł�ŋł�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ̍�¦Ğā�ũāķÖŶĢŋłŭĞĢť�

between items is based on the number of times they are cited together in document references. The greater the weight of an author, the larger 

ŶĞā�ķÖðāķ�̛łÖĿā̜�Öłù�óĢũóķā̍��ŽŶĞŋũŭ�ƒĢŶĞĢł�ŶĞā�ŭÖĿā�óķŽŭŶāũ�ĞÖƑā�ŶĞā�ŭÖĿā�óŋķŋũ�Öłù�Öũā�ƑĢŭŽÖķķƘ�óķŋŭāũ�Ŷŋ�āÖóĞ�ŋŶĞāũ�Ģł�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ̍�¦Ğā�

ŶĞĢóĴāũ�ŶĞā�ķĢłā̇�ŶĞā�ėũāÖŶāũ�ŶĞā�ĢłŶāũÖóŶĢŋł�ðāŶƒāāł�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̍�

Source: Prepared by the authors based on the Scopus database.

¦Ğā�ðķŽā�óķŽŭŶāũ�̛˒̜�Ģŭ�Ŀŋũā�óŋłłāóŶāù�Ŷŋ�ŶĞā�ėũāāł�óķŽŭŶāũ�Öłù�óŋĿťũĢŭāŭ�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�Ģł�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŭóĢāłóā�

ĞāÖƑĢķƘ� ĢłƪŽāłóāù� ðƘ� ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ� ŭŋóĢŋķŋėƘ̍� RŶ� óŋłŭĢŭŶŭ� ŋĕ� ˓˔� ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ� Öłù� ŶĞā� ũāĕāũāłóā� ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ� ̛�̍�

!ŋùÖŶŋ̇�m̍��āũłÖ̇�Öłù�D̍��ÖłŶŋŭ̜�Öũā�ĕŋóŽŭāù�ŋł�ŽłùāũŭŶÖłùĢłė�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŶũÖıāóŶŋũĢāŭ̇�ŭŋóĢÖķ�ŋũĢėĢłŭ̇�

ťũŋĕāŭŭĢŋłÖķ�ðÖóĴėũŋŽłùŭ̇�Öłù�ŶĞā�ťũĢŋũ�ÖŶŶũĢðŽŶāŭ�Öłù�óŋłùĢŶĢŋłŭ�ĕŋũ�āłŶũƘ�ĢłŶŋ�ŶĞā�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ÖũāłÖ�

of elites.

¦Ğā� Ƙāķķŋƒ� óķŽŭŶāũ� ̛˓̜� ĞÖŭ� ˑ˖� ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̇� Öłù� ĢŶŭ� ķāÖùĢłė� ŶĞāŋũāŶĢóÖķ� ÖťťũŋÖóĞ� Ģŭ� ĿÖĢłŭŶũāÖĿ�

ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ� ŭóĢāłóā̇� ĕŋóŽŭāù� ŋł� łāŋ̟ĢłŭŶĢŶŽŶĢŋłÖķĢŭŶ� ŭŶŽùĢāŭ̍� ¦Ğā� ũāĕāũāłóā� ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ� ̛D̍� dĢĿŋłėĢ� Öłù�

�̍�DĢėŽāĢũāùŋ̜�Öũā��ũÖơĢķĢÖł� ŭóĞŋķÖũŭ�ƒĞŋ� ŭŶŋŋù�ŋŽŶ� ĕŋũ� ŶĞāĢũ� ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�ŋł� ķāėĢŭķÖŶĢƑā�ťũŋóāŭŭāŭ̇� ŶĞā�

relationships between the Legislative and Executive branches, as well as the role of political parties 

in the legislative arena.

¦Ğā�ťŽũťķā�óķŽŭŶāũ�̛˔̜�Ģŭ�ĢŭŋķÖŶāù�Ģł�ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ̇�ĞÖŭ�ŋłķƘ�ː˕�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̇�Öłù�Ģŭ�ũāķÖŶāù�Ŷŋ�!āłŶũÖķ�

�ĿāũĢóÖ̍�¦Ğā�ũāĕāũāłóā�ƒŋũĴŭ�Öũā�ĿŋŭŶķƘ�ÖðŋŽŶ�ŶĞā�`ŽùĢóĢÖũƘ̍

mŋŭŶ�ťũŋķĢƩó�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�Ģł�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ

¦ŋ�ùĢŭóāũł�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�ĢłƪŽāłŶĢÖķ�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̇�ƒā�ũÖłĴāù�ŶĞā�Ŷāł�ĿŋŭŶ�óĢŶāù�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā��óŋťŽŭ�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā�

in our search strategy for Latin America only:



"A Scientometric Review of Global Research on Political 
Elites"

Codato, Adriano, Rodrigo Silva, Rafael Perich, Maiane 
Bittencourt y Mariana Lorencetti. 

Pléyade 28 / julio - diciembre (2021)
online ISSN 0719-3696

ISSN 0718-655X / pp. 56 - 83

Pléyade 28 / julio - diciembre (2021). online ISSN 0719-3696. ISSN 0718-655X / pp. 56 - 83 74

Table 8̍�¦ŋť�ːˏ�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ũÖłĴāù�ðƘ�łŽĿðāũ�ŋĕ�óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ�ƒĢŶĞĢł�ŶĞā�ŭŶŽùƘ�óŋũťŽŭ�ŋł�̦ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ̧�

̛dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ�ŋłķƘ̜

rank author author affiliation country TDoc TCit TDCit h-index N Elites % Elites

1 Joignant, A. Universidad Diego Portales Chile 19 115 99 6 2 10,53

2 Codato, A. Universidade Federal do Paraná Brazil 23 53 49 4 3 13,04

3 Coradini, O Universidade Federal do 
Rio Grande do Sul Brazil 12 32 28 3 3 25,00

4 Costa, L.D. Universidade Federal do Paraná Brazil 7 25 22 3 3 42,86

5 Massimo, L. Universidade Federal do Paraná Brazil 12 21 20 2 2 16,67

6 Garrido-
Vergara, L. Universidad de Santiago Chile 4 6 5 1 2 50,00

7 Perelló, L. New School for Social Research United 
States 6 6 6 2 2 33,33

8 Bottinelli, E. Universidad de la República Uruguay 2 2 2 1 2 100,00

9 Torres, J. Universidad Diego Portales Chile 2 2 2 1 2 100,00

10 dos Reis, E. Universidade Federal do Maranhão Brazil 6 2 2 1 2 33,33

Caption: TDoc = total documents by the author indexed in Scopus; TCit = Total citations in Scopus; TDCit = Total citing documents; h-index 

= h-index calculated by Scopus; N Elites = total number of documents in the corpus about “political elites”; % Elites = percentage of 

documents about political elites over the total indexed documents.

pŋŶā̆�̂�óŋ̟ÖŽŶĞŋũŭĞĢťŭ�Öũā�óŋĿťŽŶāù�ŭāťÖũÖŶāķƘ

Source: Prepared by the authors based on the Scopus database.

�ŽŶĞŋũŭ�Öũā� ũÖłĴāù�ÖóóŋũùĢłė� Ŷŋ� ŶĞā�̦¦!ĢŶ̧�óŋķŽĿł�̛ŶŋŶÖķ� óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ� Ģł� ŶĞā��óŋťŽŭ�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā̜̍�¦ƒŋ�

ŋðŭāũƑÖŶĢŋłŭ� Öũā� ĢĿťŋũŶÖłŶ� ũāėÖũùĢłė� ŶĞā� ùÖŶÖ̍� ¦Ğā�ƩũŭŶ� Ģŭ� ŶĞā� ŋƑāũƒĞāķĿĢłė� ĢłƪŽāłóā� ŋĕ� �ũÖơĢķ�

̛ƒĢŶĞ�˔�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ŋł� ŶĞā� ķĢŭŶ̜� Öłù�!ĞĢķā� ̛˒�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̜� Ģł�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ̍�zĕ� ŶĞā�ƩƑā��ũÖơĢķĢÖł�ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̇�

ŶĞũāā�Öũā�ĕũŋĿ�łĢƑāũŭĢùÖùā�DāùāũÖķ�ùŋ��ÖũÖł×�̛!ŋùÖŶŋ̇�!ŋŭŶÖ�Öłù�mÖŭŭĢĿŋ̜̍�¦Ğā�ŭĢŶŽÖŶĢŋł�Ģŭ�ŭĢĿĢķÖũ�

ƒĢŶĞ�!ĞĢķā̍�zĕ� ŶĞā� ŶĞũāā� ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ̇� Ŷƒŋ� Öũā� ĕũŋĿ�łĢƑāũŭĢùÖù�'Ģāėŋ��ŋũŶÖķāŭ� ̛`ŋĢėłÖłŶ� Öłù�¦ŋũũāŭ̜̍�

This indicates that these two institutions serve as references for political elite studies in the region. 

¦Ğā�ŭāóŋłù�ŋðŭāũƑÖŶĢŋł�óŋłóāũłŭ�ŶĞā�ķŋƒ�ŨŽÖłŶĢŶƘ�ŋĕ�óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ũāėĢŋłÖķ�ũÖłĴĢłė̍�¦Ğā�ķÖŭŶ�ƩƑā�

ÖŽŶĞŋũŭ�ĞÖƑā�˕�ŋũ� ĕāƒāũ�óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ� Ģł�ŶĞā��óŋťŽŭ�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā̇� Ģł�ŭŶÖũĴ�óŋłŶũÖŭŶ�ƒĢŶĞ�ŶĞā� ĢłŶāũłÖŶĢŋłÖķ�

ťÖłŋũÖĿÖ�̛¦Öðķā�˓̜̍

Most cited authors in Latin America

Âā� ŭāķāóŶāù� ŶĞā� ƩƑā�ĿŋŭŶ� óĢŶāù�ƒŋũĴŭ� Öłù� ĢùāłŶĢƩāù� ŶĞā� ŶĞāĿā� ŋũ� ŽłùāũķƘĢłė� ŭŽðıāóŶ̇� ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�

common research technique, and the type of document. Table 9 orders the references by number 

ŋĕ�óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ̍��ķķ�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�Öũā�ÖũŶĢóķāŭ�̛Öłù�łŋŶ�ðŋŋĴŭ̜�Öłù�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�Žŭāù�ŶāóĞłĢŨŽā�Ģŭ�ùāŭóũĢťŶĢƑā�

ŭŶÖŶĢŭŶĢóŭ̍�¦Ğā�ŋłķƘ�ƒŋũĴ�Ŷŋ�Žŭā�ķŋėĢŭŶĢó�ũāėũāŭŭĢŋł�Ģŭ�dÖłėŭŶŋł̍49

¦Ğā�ŭŽðıāóŶ�Ģł�ĕŋŽũ�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ƩƑā�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�Ģŭ�ŶĞā�ŭŋóĢÖķ�ŋũ�ťÖũŶĢŭÖł�̦ũāóũŽĢŶĿāłŶ̧�ŋĕ�ťÖũķĢÖĿāłŶÖũƘ�

āķĢŶāŭ̍�złā�ŭŶŽùƘ̇�ŽłķĢĴā�ŶĞā�ŋŶĞāũŭ̇�óŋłóāłŶũÖŶāŭ�ŋł�ťÖũŶƘ�óŋĞāŭĢŋł�Öłù�ùĢŭóĢťķĢłā50 and emphasizes 
49  Joy Langston, “The Changing Party of the Institutional Revolution: Electoral Competition and Decentralized Candidate Selection”, 

Party Politics 12, no. 3 (2006): 395-413.
50 �2GFTQ�4QDUQP�2GTGKTC�0GKXC��ˑ%QGU¤Q�G�&KUEKRNKPC�2CTVKF¢TKC�0Q�5GPCFQ�(GFGTCN �˒�Dados 54, no. 2 (2011): 289-318.
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ťāũŭŋłÖķ� ðÖóĴėũŋŽłùŭ� ŋĕ� �āłÖŶŋũŭ� Öŭ� Öł� āƗťķÖłÖŶŋũƘ� ƑÖũĢÖðķā̍� ¦Ğũāā� ŋĕ� ŶĞā�ƩƑā� ũāĕāũāłóāŭ� Öũā� Ģł�

Portuguese, but the most cited text is in English.

Discussion and conclusions

�óĢāłŶŋĿāŶũĢó� ķĢŶāũÖŶŽũā� ũāƑĢāƒŭ� ðÖŭāù� ŋł� łāŶƒŋũĴ�ĿÖťŭ� Öķķŋƒ� Ö� ťÖłŋũÖĿĢó� ƑĢŭŽÖķĢơÖŶĢŋł� ŋĕ� ŶĞā�

ŭŶũŽóŶŽũā�Öłù�ùƘłÖĿĢóŭ�ŋĕ�ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó�Ʃāķùŭ�ŋũ�āƑāł�ŭťāóĢƩó�ũāŭāÖũóĞ�ŶĞāĿāŭ�Öłù�ŭŽðıāóŶŭ̍�¦ĞāƘ�óÖł�

ÖŭŭĢŭŶ� ðŋŶĞ� ðāėĢłłāũŭ̇� ðƘ� óŋĿťũāĞāłŭĢƑāķƘ� ŋŽŶķĢłĢłė� ŶĞā� ĢłŶāķķāóŶŽÖķ� ķÖłùŭóÖťā� ŋĕ� Ö� ŭťāóĢƩó� ÖũāÖ�

̛ŶĞŽŭ� ÖķķŋƒĢłė̇� ĕŋũ� āƗÖĿťķā̇� Ŷŋ� Ʃłù� ŭŶĢķķ� ŽłāƗťķŋũāù� ŶŋťĢóŭ� ĕŋũ� ĕŽũŶĞāũ� ĢłƑāŭŶĢėÖŶĢŋł̜̇� Öłù�Ŀŋũā�

āƗťāũĢāłóāù�ũāŭāÖũóĞāũŭ�ðƘ�ĴāāťĢłė�ŶĞāĢũ�Ĵłŋƒķāùėā�Žť�Ŷŋ�ùÖŶā̍�FĢƑāł�ŶĞā�ƑŋķŽĿā�Öłù�ŭťāóĢÖķĢơÖŶĢŋł�

ŋĕ� ťŽðķĢóÖŶĢŋłŭ� Öłù� ŶĞāĢũ� ėũŋƒĢłė� Ŷũāłù� ̛ŭāā�FũÖťĞ� ː̜̇�ƒā� ĢłāŭóÖťÖðķƘ� ũāķƘ� ŋł�Ŀŋùāũł� óŋĿťŽŶāũ�

ŶāóĞłĢŨŽāŭ̇� ŭťāóĢÖķĢơāù� ŭŋĕŶƒÖũā� ĕŋũ� ĞÖłùķĢłė� ŶĞā�ĿāŶÖùÖŶÖ� ŋĕ� ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó� ÖũŶĢóķāŭ̇� Öŭ�ƒāķķ� Öŭ� ķÖũėā�

ùŋóŽĿāłŶ�ĢłùāƗĢłė�ùÖŶÖðÖŭāŭ̇�ŭŽóĞ�Öŭ��óŋťŽŭ�ŋũ�Âāð�ŋĕ��óĢāłóā̍�złķƘ�ŶĞāł�ùŋāŭ�ĢŶ�ðāóŋĿā�ĕāÖŭĢðķā�

to manage thousands of references and subsequently synthesize thematic patterns in a literature of 

ĢłŶāũāŭŶ̍�ķŶĢĿÖŶāķƘ̇�ŭóĢāłŶŋĿāŶũĢó�ŭŶŽùĢāŭ�óÖł�ťũŋƑĢùā�ŭťāóĢƩó�Ĵłŋƒķāùėā�ŋĕ�Ö�Ĵłŋƒķāùėā�ùŋĿÖĢł�

even without the direct involvement of experts in the area.˔ː

zŽũ� ŭƘŭŶāĿÖŶĢó� ŭóĢāłŶŋĿāŶũĢó� ũāƑĢāƒ� ŨŽÖłŶĢƩāŭ� ĿŽķŶĢťķā� Ĵłŋƒł� Öłù� ŽłĴłŋƒł� ÖŭŭŽĿťŶĢŋłŭ�

ÖðŋŽŶ� ŶĞĢŭ� ùŋĿÖĢł̍� Rł� ŶĞĢŭ� ÖũŶĢóķā� ƒā� Žŭāù� ÖŽŶĞŋũ� Öłù� ùŋóŽĿāłŶ� óŋ̟óĢŶÖŶĢŋł� łāŶƒŋũĴŭ� Öłù� ĴāƘ�

ŶāũĿŭ�łāŶƒŋũĴŭ�Ŷŋ�āƗťķŋũā�ťÖŭŶ�Öłù�ťũāŭāłŶ�ŶĞāĿÖŶĢó�Ŷũāłùŭ�Ģł�ŶĞā�ŭŶŽùƘ�ŋĕ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ̍�Âā�Žŭāù�

robust bibliometric methods to analyze subsets of publications. Thus, we considered highly relevant 

documents within this literature.

DĢėŽũā�ː�ŭĞŋƒŭ�ː˘�ƒŋũĴŭ�óŋłłāóŶāù�Ŷŋ�āÖóĞ�ŋŶĞāũ�ƒĞĢóĞ�Öũā̇�Ŷŋ�ŶĞĢŭ�ùÖƘ̇�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�āŭŭāłŶĢÖķ�ŋũ�

̦óķÖŭŭĢó̧�Ģł�ŶĞā�ÖũāÖ̍�zŽũ�ĿÖĢł�ƩłùĢłė�ũāėÖũùĢłė�ŶĞā�ũāĕāũāłóā�ķĢŶāũÖŶŽũā�Ģŭ�ŶĞÖŶ�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ�Ģŭ�Ö�

theme closely associated with democracy. The role of these political agents is crucial for explaining 

the good or bad functioning of modern representative governments as well as shifts from non-

democratic to democratic or semi-democratic political regimes.

Table 9̍� ¦Ğā� ƩƑā� ĿŋŭŶ� óĢŶāù� ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ� ƒĢŶĞĢł� ŶĞā� ŭŶŽùƘ� óŋũťŽŭ� ÖðŋŽŶ� ̦ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ� āķĢŶāŭ̧� ̛dÖŶĢł�

�ĿāũĢóÖ�ŋłķƘ̜

rank Author, year document Underlying 
question subject technique type lan-

guage Citations

1 (Langston 
2006)

The 
Changing 

Party of The 
Institutional 
Revolution

partisan-
political 

recruitment

Compares the recruiting process of Senate 
candidates from the Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI) of Mexico based on their professional 

background in two different contexts: when 
the PRI was hegemonic and when it ceased to 

be hegemonic. Throughout the non-competitive 
period (elections of 1976, 1982, and 1988), re-

cruitment was centralized and nationalized, and 
power was concentrated in the PRI leader. In the 
competitive period (in the 2000 election cycle), 
recruitment became decentralized and electo-
rally slanted towards more popular politicians.

des-
criptive 

statistics; 
logistic 

regression

article English 38

51  Chaomei Chen and Min Song, “Visualizing a Field of Research: A Methodology of Systematic Scientometric Reviews”, edited by 
Wolfgang Glanzel, PLoS ONE 14, no. 10 (2019): e0223994.



"A Scientometric Review of Global Research on Political 
Elites"

Codato, Adriano, Rodrigo Silva, Rafael Perich, Maiane 
Bittencourt y Mariana Lorencetti. 

Pléyade 28 / julio - diciembre (2021)
online ISSN 0719-3696

ISSN 0718-655X / pp. 56 - 83

Pléyade 28 / julio - diciembre (2021). online ISSN 0719-3696. ISSN 0718-655X / pp. 56 - 83 76

2
(Codato, 

Costa, and 
Massimo 

2014)

Classi-
ficando 

ocupações 
prévias à 

entrada na 
política

social 
recruitment

Discusses the classification and measurement 
of social positions of origin for studying the 

recruitment of political elites. The article 
presents a new criterion for addressing the 

variable “occupation prior to a parliamentary 
career” when codifying professions based on 
greater or lesser affinity with institutional 

policy. By studying the profile of candidates 
and elected officials for federal deputy in 

Brazil in 2006 and 2010, the study showed that 
social and gender cleavages are reinforced by 
the type of professional activity performed 
prior to a parliamentary activity, even before 

institutional filters produce their effects.

des-
criptive 

statistics
article Portu-

guese 12

3 (Neiva 2011)

Coesão e 
disciplina 
partidária 
no Senado 

Federal

political 
profile

Analyzes the behavior of political parties in the 
Brazilian Senate between 1989 and 2009 by as-
sessing their degree of discipline/internal cohe-
sion in roll-call votes. As in the Chamber of De-
puties, parties in the Senate have a high degree 

of unity, albeit for different reasons, among 
which the organizational characteristics of both 

Houses and the political profile of senators.

des-
criptive 

statistics
article Portu-

guese 9

4
(Cordero 
and Funk 

2011)

La política 
como 

profesión

partisan-
political 

recruitment

Explores the relationship between the social 
composition of the Chilean political elite and 

changes in political parties in the periods before 
and after the military dictatorship. By analyzing 

the social characteristics and political trajec-
tory of parliamentarians, the article argues that 
changes in parties may be explained by two pro-
cesses: democratization of the political system 

and professionalization of the political elite.

des-
criptive 

statistics
article Spanish 8

5
(Perissino-
to, Costa, 

and Tribess 
2009)

Origem so-
cial dos par-
lamentares 

paranaenses

social 
recruitment

Traces the socioeconomic and educational 
profile of parliamentarians in the state of 
Paraná, Brazil, from 1995 to 2006. It then 

tests the hypothesis of a possible correlation 
between the position of political parties within 

the ideological spectrum (left, center, and 
right) and the social origin of the analyzed 

parliamentarians (high, medium, and low social 
strata). The hypothesis was not confirmed. 
In the case of Paraná, ideologically distinct 
parties recruit their cadres from the middle 

classes and the political class is highly homo-
geneous: male, white, and Roman Catholic.

descrip-
tive 

statistics
article Portu-

guese 6

Source: Prepared by the authors based on the Scopus database.

DĢėŽũā� ˑ� ĢùāłŶĢƩāù� łĢłā� ùĢƦāũāłŶ� ŶĞāĿÖŶĢó� ėũŋŽťŭ� ũāķÖŶāù� Ŷŋ� Ŷƒŋ� ĢłŶāũóŋłłāóŶāù� ĢŭŭŽāŭ̇�

authoritarianism, and democracy, and allowed us to see how this production and debate is highly 

ũāėĢŋłÖķĢơāù̍� RĿťŋũŶÖłŶ�óķŽŭŶāũŭ� Ģł� ŶĞā�łāŶƒŋũĴ�ŋĕ� ŶāũĿŭ�Öłù� ŶĞāĿāŭ�Öũā�ÖŭŭŋóĢÖŶāù�ƒĢŶĞ�1ÖŭŶāũł�

Europe and China. The red cluster addresses authoritarian countries or democratic transition 

ťũŋóāŭŭāŭ̇�Öłù�ũāķÖŶāŭ�Ŷŋ�Öķķ�ŋŶĞāũ�óķŽŭŶāũŭ̇�ðāĢłė�ŶĞā�óāłŶāũťĢāóā�ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ķĢłĴ�ðāŶƒāāł�ŶĞāĿ̍

Figure 3 revealed how research on elites is also regionalized in Latin America, with a particular 

āĿťĞÖŭĢŭ� ŋł� ŶĞā� óķŽŭŶāũŭ� Ģł� !ĞĢķā� Öłù� �ũÖơĢķ̍� �Öŭāù� ŋł� ŶĞā� łŽĿðāũ� ŋĕ� óĢŶÖŶĢŋłŭ̇� ƒā� ĢùāłŶĢƩāù�

ŶĞÖŶ��̍� `ŋĢėłÖłŶ̇� ĕũŋĿ�łĢƑāũŭĢùÖù�'Ģāėŋ��ŋũŶÖķāŭ̇� Ģŭ� ŶĞā� ũāĕāũāłóā� ÖŽŶĞŋũ� Ģł� ŶĞā� ũāėĢŋł� Öłù� ŶĞÖŶ�

łĢƑāũŭĢùÖùā�DāùāũÖķ�ùŋ��ÖũÖł×̇�Ģł��ũÖơĢķ̇�óŋłóāłŶũÖŶāŭ�ŶĞā�ũāŭāÖũóĞ�ŋł�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�āķĢŶāŭ�ƒĢŶĞ�ŶĞā�ĿŋŭŶ�

ťũŋķĢƩó�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł̍

Limitations of the analysis

Some limitations of this study due to methodological problems should be noted. Given our use of 

Ö�ŭĢłėķā� ĢłùāƗĢłė�ùÖŶÖðÖŭā� ̛�óŋťŽŭ̜̇�Öķķ�ťāũŶĢłāłŶ�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł� Ģł��ũėāłŶĢłÖ� ũāėÖũùĢłė� ŶĞā�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�

ŭŋóĢŋķŋėƘ�ŋĕ�āķĢŶāŭ�ƒÖŭ�āłŶĢũāķƘ�āƗóķŽùāù�ĕũŋĿ�ŶĞĢŭ�óÖũŶŋėũÖťĞƘ̍�zŽŶ�ŋĕ�Ŀŋũā�ŶĞÖł�˘ˏˏ�ťÖťāũŭ̇�ƒā�

ĕŋŽłù�ŋłķƘ�˓˗�ĕũŋĿ�dÖŶĢł��ĿāũĢóÖ̇�ũāƑāÖķĢłė�ŶĞā�ùāƩóĢŶŭ�ŋĕ�ŶĞāŭā�ðĢðķĢŋėũÖťĞĢó�ùÖŶÖðÖŭāŭ� Ģł�ŶĞāĢũ�

coverage of languages other than English. Hence, our study corpus is not thoroughly representative 

ŋĕ�ŶĞā�ũāėĢŋł̪ŭ�ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł̍�zł�ŶĞā�ŋŶĞāũ�ĞÖłù̇�Ģĕ�ŭŽóĞ�ùŋóŽĿāłŶŭ�ƒāũā�ĞĢėĞķƘ�ũāķāƑÖłŶ̇�ŶĞāƘ�ŭĞŋŽķù�

have been cited in the literature comprising our initial selection.

złā�ĿŽŭŶ�Öķŭŋ�óŋłŭĢùāũ� ŶĞÖŶ� ŶĞā�ĿÖĢł�ŭāÖũóĞ� ŶāũĿ�̞̦ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ� āķĢŶā̛ŭ̧̜̞� Ģŭ�ƑāũƘ�ėāłāũĢó̇�Öłù�
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āƑāł�ƒĞāł�ŭťāóĢĕƘĢłė�ťŋķĢŶĢóÖķ�ŋƧóāŭ�̛ĿĢłĢŭŶāũ̇�ùāťŽŶƘ̇�āŶó̜̍̇�ŋŽũ�ŭŶŽùƘ�óŋũťŽŭ�ĿÖƘ�ĞÖƑā�ŋƑāũķŋŋĴāù�

some productions which, for example, might prefer not to use the word “elite”, whether due to 

ĢùāŋķŋėĢóÖķ� ŋũ�ĿāŶĞŋùŋķŋėĢóÖķ�ťũāĕāũāłóāŭ̍�FĢƑāł� ŶĞÖŶ� ŶĞā�ÖłÖķƘŭĢŭ�ŋĕ� ŶĞā�˘ˑː�ťÖťāũŭ�Žłùāũŭóŋũāù�

Ğŋƒ� ŭóĢāłŶĢƩó� ťũŋùŽóŶĢŋł� Ģŭ� ŶĞāĿÖŶĢóÖķķƘ� ĕũÖėĿāłŶāù� Öłù� łÖŶĢŋłÖķķƘ� ũāėĢŋłÖķĢơāù̇� Ö� ťũŋðķāĿÖŶĢó�

consequence of this type of review is that it groups together researches that utilize the same terms 

ðŽŶ�ĿÖƘ�łŋŶ�ĿÖĴā�ĿŽóĞ�ŭāłŭā�ƒĞāł�ťķÖóāù�ŶŋėāŶĞāũ̍��ŭ�ĢŶ�ŭāāĿŭ̇�āÖóĞ�ũāėĢŋł�ĞÖŭ�ĢŶŭ�ŋƒł�ķŋėĢó̇�ŶĞŽŭ�

ťũāŭāłŶĢłė�Ö�óĞÖķķāłėā�ƒĞāł�ÖŶŶāĿťŶĢłė� Ŷŋ�ťũŋıāóŶ�Ö� ŶĞŋũŋŽėĞķƘ�óŋĞāũāłŶ� ĢłŶāķķāóŶŽÖķ�ĿÖť�ŋĕ� ŶĞā�

global production.

zł�ŶĞā�ŋŶĞāũ�ĞÖłù̇�ťũāóĢŭāķƘ�ðāóÖŽŭā�ƒā�ĞÖƑā�ĢùāłŶĢƩāù�ŶĞā�ŶĞāĿÖŶĢó�ĕũÖėĿāłŶÖŶĢŋł�Öłù�ũāėĢŋłÖķ�

nature of the research communities on political elites, our study may guide further pathways for 

ŭāÖũóĞĢłė�ŶĞĢŭ�ŭŽðıāóŶ�Öłù�ťũŋƑĢùā�Ö�Ŀŋũā�ÖóóŽũÖŶā�ĢłƑāŭŶĢėÖŶĢŋł�ĢłŶŋ�ŶĞā�āƑāũ̟ĢłóũāÖŭĢłė�ƑŋķŽĿā�ŋĕ�

this type of research and production.
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Resumo

z�ŨŽā�ťāłŭÖĿ�ŋŭ�ėũŽťŋŭ� ŭŋóĢÖĢŭ�ĿÖĢŭ� āłùĢłĞāĢũÖùŋŭ�ÖóāũóÖ�ùŋ�ťÖėÖĿāłŶŋ�ùā� ĢĿťŋŭŶŋŭ̎��ŽÖķ�

Ă� Ö� ƑĢŭíŋ� ùāŭŭāŭ� ėũŽťŋŭ� Ö� ũāŭťāĢŶŋ� ùŋ� ťÖťāķ� ùŋ� 1ŭŶÖùŋ̎� !ŋĿŋ� āŭŭÖŭ� ťāũóāťöţāŭ� ùĢĕāũāĿ� ùŋ�

ùāŭāĿťāłĞŋ� ƩŭóÖķ� ùŋ� 1ŭŶÖùŋ� óĞĢķāłŋ̎� 1ĿðŋũÖ� ŋ� !ĞĢķā� ŭāıÖ� óŋłŭĢùāũÖùŋ� ŽĿ� ùŋŭ� ťÖĤŭāŭ� óŋĿ�

a maior capacidade estatal na América Latina, a sua política de impostos compartilha várias 

características com países de menor rendimento na região, a saber, a limitada redistribuição e 

Ö� ũāŶũŌėũÖùÖ� āŭŶũŽŶŽũÖ� ŶũĢðŽŶ×ũĢÖ̇� ÖťũāŭāłŶÖĿ� �ŽĿÖ�ùāƩóĢāłŶā�ĞÖðĢķĢùÖùā�łŋ� āłĕũāłŶÖĿāłŶŋ�ç�

desigualdade. Este artigo se baseia em uma apurada análise do rendimento do Estado, incluindo 

Ö�óŋĿťÖũÖöíŋ�ùŋ�!ĞĢķā�óŋĿ�ŋ�ũŽėŽÖĢ�ā��ŋũŶŽėÖķ̇�ðāĿ�óŋĿŋ�˒ˑ�āłŶũāƑĢŭŶÖŭ�óŋĿ�ĿāĿðũŋŭ�ùÖ�

elite econômica chilena. Neste artigo analisaremos as percepções da elite econômica em relação 

aos impostos e o papel redistributivo do Estado, assim como as divergências entre a qualidade 
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ķāƑÖ�ç�ĕÖķŶÖ�ùā�ƑŋłŶÖùā�ŋŽ�ĢłùĢŭťŋłĢðĢķĢùÖùā�ťÖũÖ�ťÖėÖũ�ĢĿťŋŭŶŋŭ̇�ŋŭ�ŨŽÖĢŭ̇�āĿ�ťũĢĿāĢũŋ�ķŽėÖũ̇�


