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PROFESSIONAL CREATIVITY AS A COMPONENT OF THE EFFECTIVE ACTIVITY OF A TEACHER

Summary

The article considers the role and influence of professional creativity on the professional
activities as an expression of the teacher’s creative abilities. The purpose of the article is a
theoretical and empirical study of the influence of professional creativity on the effectiveness of
a teacher’s professional activity. Attention is paid to the place and importance of creativity in
the activities of a teacher. Based on an analysis of current literary sources, the phenomenon of
professional creativity of a teacher is highlighted, a definition of this concept is given, and its
structure and components are considered. The research methodology and its algorithm include a
complex psychological and pedagogical experiment, diagnosing the stated parameters and
statistical analysis of the results based on Spearman's rank correlation coefficient. The study of
teachers’ creativity was carried out on the basis of the Institute of Foreign Languages of the
Federal State Autonomous Educational Institution of Higher Education “The Peoples’
Friendship University of Russia” (RUDN) at the Center for Continuing Professional Education.
For research purposes, an experimental and a control group were formed. Each group consisted
of 35 teachers. The sample was homogeneous by age and gender. The results of the study allow
us to conclude that there is a strong relationship between the professional creativity of a teacher
and the effectiveness of the professional performance, which is confirmed by the results of
statistical processing of the data obtained.

Keywords: Professional Creativity, Professional Competence, Higher Education.

Resumen

El articulo considera el papel y la influencia de la creatividad profesional en las actividades
profesionales como expresion de la capacidad creativa del docente. EI propdsito del articulo es
un estudio teodrico y empirico de la influencia de la creatividad profesional en la efectividad de
la actividad profesional de un docente. Se presta atencion al lugar y la importancia de la
creatividad en las actividades de un docente. A partir de un analisis de las fuentes literarias
actuales, se destaca el fendmeno de la creatividad profesional de un docente, se da una
definicion de este concepto y se considera su estructura y componentes. La metodologia de
investigacion y su algoritmo incluyen un experimento psicolégico y pedagégico complejo,
diagnosticando los pardmetros establecidos y andlisis estadistico de los resultados con base en el
coeficiente de correlacion de rangos de Spearman. El estudio de la creatividad de los profesores
se llevd a cabo sobre la base del Instituto de Lenguas Extranjeras de la Institucion Educativa
Auténoma de Educacion Superior del Estado Federal "Universidad de la Amistad de los Pueblos
de Rusia" (RUDN) en el Centro de Educacion Profesional Continua. Con fines de investigacion,
se formd un grupo experimental y uno de control. Cada grupo estaba formado por 35 profesores.
La muestra fue homogénea por edad y sexo. Los resultados del estudio permiten concluir que
existe una fuerte relacion entre la creatividad profesional de un docente y la efectividad del
desempefio profesional, lo cual es confirmado por los resultados del procesamiento estadistico
de los datos obtenidos.

Palabras clave: Creatividad profesional, Competencia profesional, Educacion superior.

Introduccion

The social demand for highly professional teachers in Russia was expressed in the
system of requirements imposed by society for personal and professional demonstration of
competence and performance. This is confirmed by the increasingly widespread introduction of
the competence-based approach in education, which has made profound changes in the
fundamental foundations of higher education. The needs for high quality professional
performance, the desire for pedagogical self-improvement, the effective use of creative potential
in solving significant professional tasks and productive functioning should become the leading
directions in the system of teacher’s professional development.
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Creative thinking and the ability to find a way out of any given situation are the integral
parts of the mechanism called pedagogical creativity. A teacher of a modern school or
university should have in-depth knowledge of the methodological and organizational side of the
subject and means of pedagogical support for the development of each child’s personality, the
development of the students’ readiness for mobility and flexibility in a constantly changing
world and developing society (Dolzhich, Dmitrichenkova, 2018).

Among other skills, the teacher should have the skills to find an individual approach to
each student, to understand and identify the most problematic areas in teaching children. It is
also worth noting that through creativity, the teacher should be able to interest students, arouse
their desire for knowledge and a sufficient level of motivation. Education should teach not only
to memorize theoretical material and not be limited to measuring the learning outcomes as a
result of studying a subject, but to consider this issue creatively and form vital competencies.

This has necessitated the study of creativity as an integral part of the teacher’s
professional competence, which, within the framework of the competence-based approach, is
understood as professional creative competence, or professional creativity.

Literature review

The content-richness of the components of the teacher’s professional creativity could be
represented on the basis of the creativity parameters studied by E. Torrens, D.B.
Bogoyavlenskaya, E.E. Tunik, V.V. Moroz, D. Keyfer, J.R. Averill, Z. lvcevic, M.A. Runco
and others (Vasbieva et al., 2018; Birova et al., 2018; Volkova, Panchenko, 2018; Blinova et al.,
2018) (Table 1).

Table (1): Content of the components of the teacher’s professional creativity

Teacher’s professional creativity

Components Content of the components
Intellectual creativity Originality, flexibility, fluency, elaboration, richness and
brightness of associations
Individual creativity Imagination, the complexity of aspects of self-expression,
curiosity, impulsiveness, the need for creativity
Social creativity Expression, plasticity of the creative process, sensitivity
to social phenomena.
Emotional creativity Innovation, efficiency of performance and assessment,

the uniqueness of emotional states

Distinguishing of such elements as intellectual, personal, social and emotional creativity
in the structure of professional creativity is predicated on the specifics of the teacher’s
professional activity. When considering the problem of the professionally important qualities of
a teacher and the characteristics of professional activity, the following conclusions were drawn
as the basis for determining the structure and clarifying the formulation of the concept of the
teacher’s professional creativity:

- the psychological profession as a profession of the “person-person” group is socially
oriented, which implies the presence of a high level of such quality as social intelligence. In
turn, as Mark A. Runco noted, social creativity is a kind of derivative of social intelligence,
positioned as divergent thinking in the field of social and communicative situations (Runco,
2015). In this regard, we consider the presence of social creativity in the structure of
components of professional creativity reasonable;

- the overwhelming majority of researchers consider the psychological profession to be
personality-oriented, therefore, requiring highly developed personal qualities. Individual
creativity is the creative expression of one’s own individuality. For example, V.V. Moroz and
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Oon-Seng Tan believe that personality manifestations are essential for effective teacher
performance. In this regard, we believe that the important place of this parameter in the
structure of professional creativity is justifiable (Moroz, 2011; Oon-Seng, 2017). Also, this
quality correlates with A. Maslow’s creativity of self-realization;

- psychological activity requires a well-developed emotional sphere, empathic abilities,
understanding of emotions and experiences of other people (Averill, 2015). This ability to create
new, original emotional experiences (J. R. Averill) is essential for effective entry into the
psychological profession. Based on the listed arguments, we consider it reasonable to include
emotional creativity in the structure of professional creativity;

- intellectual creativity, actually divergent thinking, is the basis of any creative
manifestations, and its place in the structure of the teacher’s professional creativity is axiomatic
(Bogoyavlenskaya, 2016; 2017; Bogoyavlenskaya, Kotlyarova, 2017a; 2017b; lvcevic et al.,
2015).

The synergy of these components forms a new quality, which can be defined as the
teacher’s professional creativity. This structure of professional creativity arises from the
specifics of teaching performance and professionally important qualities of a teacher (Gorev et
al., 2018).

Proposed Methodology

The main task of our research is to bring together the theoretical knowledge and
practical experience accumulated in this area into a single system.

The study of teachers’ creativity was carried out on the basis of the Institute of Foreign
Languages of the Federal State Autonomous Educational Institution of Higher Education “The
Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia” (RUDN) at the Center for Continuing Professional
Education. For research purposes an experimental and a control group were formed. Each group
consisted of 35 people. The sample was homogeneous by age and gender.

The purpose of the article is a theoretical and empirical study of the influence of
professional creativity on the effectiveness of a teacher’s professional performance. To achieve
this goal, a complex psychological experiment was carried out, including a problem-search
method, a cross-sectional method and an experiment method.

In the course of organizing the experiment, the studied parameters were determined:
— intellectual creativity;

— individual creativity;

— social creativity;

— emotional creativity (Sharonova et al., 2018).

In the experimental study, the following diagnostic techniques were used:

— intellectual creativity: a modified and adapted version of the Creativity Assessment
Packet CAP, developed by Frank E. Williams;

— individual creativity: diagnostics of personal creativity of E.E. Tunic;
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— emotional creativity: an adapted version of the Emotional Creativity Inventory of J.
R. Averill;

— social creativity: modeling of social situations of D. Keyfer, MS;

— a set of methods for assessing the teacher’s professionalism and the effectiveness of
solving professional problems developed by A.V. Raspopov, L. L. Akimova.

In the course of the experimental study, a number of diagnostic tasks and a qualitative
analysis of the results obtained were implemented. In the control and experimental groups, the
actions presented in Table 2 were performed.

Table (2): Algorithm of actions in the course of the experiment
Algorithm of actions
1) diagnostics of the structural components of creativity: intellectual, individual,
social and emotional creativity;
2) diagnostics of the effectiveness of solving professional problems of teachers;
3) correlation analysis of the relations between professional competence and the
effectiveness of solving professional problems.

Result Analysis

The results of the experimental study are graphically presented in the form of diagrams.
Generalized scale of measurements from 1 to 100, criteria for assessing significance:

1-27-low level,

27 - 59 - intermediate level;
59 - 77 - high level;

77 - 100 - very high level.

The diagnostic results are shown in Fig. 1.
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Emotional
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Individual 54
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Figure (1): Diagnostics results of the structural components of creativity

The results obtained indicate a predominantly intermediate level of development of all
professional creativity components in the control and experimental groups. This is consistent
with the development norms identified by J. R. Averill that are characteristic of young persons
and adults (Averill, 2015).

The diagnostic results of both groups are practically identical, with the exception of
minor deviations. It should be noted that the only component of a teacher’s creativity that has a
high level of development is the individual creativity. According to D. Keyfer (2008), individual
creativity is a kind of foundation for the development of creative abilities in specialists whose
career is associated with social or interpersonal interaction.

The effectiveness of solving professional problems was diagnosed using a set of
methods for assessing the professionalism of a teacher and the effectiveness of solving
professional problems (A.V. Raspopov, L.L. Akimova).

The diagnostic results are presented in the form of a diagram in Fig. 2.
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(Figure 2): The diagnostics results of the effectiveness of solving professional problems

The results obtained revealed the intermediate level of efficiency in solving professional
problems in both groups of subjects. It should also be noted that all respondents were engaged
in practical teaching activities for no more than three years. A small pedagogical experience can
be a significant factor, but it also leads to the conclusion that the influence of the experience
factor on the research results is negligible.

The analysis of the diagnostic results allows us to conclude that this sample is
homogeneous for all indicators, with the exception of insignificant deviations. The indicators
are in the range of intermediate values.

In order to establish the strength and depth of relations, a correlation analysis of
creativity and efficiency in solving professional problems was carried out. The results are
presented as a comparative correlation matrix in Table 3.

(Table 3): Comparative table of correlations between professional creativity (PC) and the effectiveness of
solving professional problems (ESPP) of the control and experimental groups at the indicative stage

Parametres Effectiveness of solving professional problems
(ESPP)
Experimental group Control group
Intellectual creativity (TI) 0.63 0.62
Naming
Originality 0.60 0.59
Fluency

Flexibility

Elaboration 0.69 0.70

Individual creativity (TI) 0.62 0.61

Inquisitiveness

Imagination

Complexity 0.60 0.60
Risk-taking

Social creativity (T1) 0.72 0.71

Expressiveness 0.70 0.70

Plasticity 0.77 0.77

Sensibility 0.59 0.60

Emotional creativity (TI) 0.71 0.72

Efficiency 0.59 0.59

Innovation 0.54 0.53
Authenticity

p <0,05,
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TI - total indicator,
PC - professional creativity,
ESPP - the effectiveness of solving professional problems

Correlation analysis data indicate a high and significant relationship between
professional creativity and the effectiveness of solving professional problems. The strongest and
most significant is the interdependence between ESPP and social and intellectual creativity,
which indicates their priority impact on ESPP.

It should also be noted that the most significant for solving professional problems, due
to the data presented, are the parameters responsible for the meaningfulness of the creative
process (efficiency, expressiveness, complexity, elaboration). Low level of their development in
the control and experimental groups explains, in our opinion, the results of the ESPP
diagnostics.

Based on the data obtained during the experimental study, it can be concluded that the
state of ESPP as a criterion for the effectiveness of the professional activity of teachers largely
depends on the level of development of the teacher’s professional creativity. The study
confirmed that the specificity and stability of the professional creativity development is
expressed in the nature of the relations between structural components, ramification and the
strength of inner connections.

Conclusion

In the course of the study, a significant interdependence was established between the
professional creativity of a teacher and the effectiveness of professional activity.

The results of the statistical analysis indicate that the meaningfulness of the creative
process largely determines the effectiveness of teachers’ solution of professional tasks. Thus, its
purposeful development could have a significant impact on the development of the teacher’s
professionalism.

Further research in line with the selected problems requires a larger sample of subjects
and a longitudinal survey, which would allow tracing the development of the declared
parameters in dynamics, as well as using a wider range of statistical methods.
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