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Abstract: The article presents a rare coin discovered around the Bârlad town. The coin has the 

obverse like Prussian coins of Frederic the Great and the reverse like Polish coins of Stanislas 

Poniatowski. It seems to be a hybrid coin, Zwittermünzen, and the cause of issuing it could be an 

economic war of Prussia against Poland. The coin had arrived through the Austrian and Russian 

soldiers who fought in Ottoman-Russian War of 1786-1792. 

 

 

Several coins, now in various private collections or museum collections, have been discovered in 

the city of Barlad area in recent years
1
. Among them is a rare specimen, which we continue to 

present. 

 

      

Figure 1: hybrid coin (x1,5) 

 

The coin dates back to 1783, although the last figure is heavier to identify, the coin being slightly 

scraped. It dates from the period of the three divisions of Poland, 1772, 1793, 1795
2
, more precisely 

between the first and the second. The weigth of the coin is 3,19 g and the diameter is 20 mm. 

 

 

Let's look at the obverse: it is a Prussian issue, typical of small coins, i.e. pfennig or 1/48 thaler 

or 1/24 thaler. After the position of the milesim, which fits the FR monogram, and the shape of 

monogram, we opt for a 1/48 thaler coin, a coin issued by Frederick the Great
3
. The reverse: the 

reverse should have looked different, mentioning the value of the coin. Instead we are dealing with 

the reverse of a typical Polish coin of the late 18th century, a coin issued by Stanislaus Augustus, a 

crown placed on a circle divided into four quadrants
4
. 

 

                                                 
1
For example LANGU, ONEL and GHERGHE 2010: 263-266, LANGU, ONEL 2011: 136-139, LANGU, ONEL 2012: 

158-159 
2
 SANDFORD 2003: 136-137 

3
 SCGC 1998: 687, 692- 693, KALINOWSKI 2006: 24, NEUMANN 1998: 311  

4
 KOPYCKY 1995: 126, SCWC 2002: 1036, HUNKA 1997: 85, tab IIb, IGER 2008: 260, GUMOWSKI 1960: 173, 

FISCHER 2007: 213 
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It seems to be a hybrid coin of the 18th century. Hybrid coins are not a novelty, they have been 

present since antiquity
5
, and their presence continued in the Middle Ages

6
. The 18th century coins 

are common on Romanian territory, being present in all regions, both as treasures and isolated 

coins
7
. 

 

The Prussian monetary system is relatively new, since only in 1701, the elector of Brandemburg 

is recognized as King of Prussia. When Frederick has become king monetary system was based on 

the reichstaler created in the previous century, but the golden-gold ratio had changed now. 

Moreover, the regions that formed Prussia at that time were quite different and a monetary reform 

could also help unite the state. The 1750 reform led by Johan Graumann led to the creation of a 

supraregional system based on three high-quality gold coins of the taler and its divisions
8
. The 

reform came in time because between 1756 and 1763 there was the 7-year war, a war that would put 

Prussia face to face with Austria, Russia and France. To finance the war, Frederick produces a 

continuous devaluation of the coin, through successive reductions of precious metal, which reach 

1760 to two-thirds. After the war, with the 1764 reform, the currencies returned to the value of 

1750. The devalued currencies circulated in Poland and severely damaged its economy. 

 

In fact, one of Frederic's purposes since his coming to the throne was Poland's economic 

destabilization. Prussia issues, in its mints, Berlin, Konigsberg, Sczezscin and Wroclaw, qualitative 

inferior coins bearing the name of Frederic the Great but imitating contemporary Polish coins
9
. It is 

the context in which Stanislaus Augustus Poniatowski (1764-1795) comes to the throne of Poland. 

He initiates a monetary reform that will take place in 1766, a reform based on a nominal gold, six 

silver nominals and four copper nominals
10

, designed to cover all market needs. Poland has aligned 

itself with the German system, based on the Cologne mark, from which 10 Polish thalers were 

minted
11

. The major problem was that when they started the reform and set the nominals and their 

values, they started from an undervalued price of silver. This has led to much higher import costs of 

precious metal, and implicitly a gradual decrease in coin production
12

. At the same time, the 

Prussians took out the good Polish currency and invaded Poland with their own, inferior currency
13

. 

The King is pressed to change the report but this will take place in 1787. Meanwhile, the first 

division of Poland had taken place, which had abducted a third of its territory
14

. 

 

The coin presented by us is, we believe, from a group of imitation, hybrid coins, issued by the 

Prussians, the aim being to destabilize the Polish economy. There is also the possibility of being a 

fake of a local currency or a war fake coin. It arrived in the area most probably because of the 

Austrian and Russian soldiers who participated in the Russian-Austro-Turkish war of 1787-1792, 

with several military operations completed in the area, most important being the battles of Focsani 

and Mărtinesti
15

. 

 

 

                                                 
5
 CARSON 1983: 70-71, MARCOS 1999: 47-54, STUMPF 2017: passim 

6
 STEWART 1983: 312, 314, in German space they are named ”Zwittermünzen”, and they are since the beginning of 

16th century, FREY 1917: 156 
7
POPEEA and CUSTUREA 1980: 389-394, MARCU 1980: 395-410, SPIRU 1980: 651-658, .MOGLAN,.VĂLEANU, 

and BUTNARIU 2010: 121-150 
8
ENGEL, SERRURE, 1897: 132, https://www.bundesbank.de/Redaktion/EN/ Downloads/ Bundesbank/ 

Money_Museum/a_prussian_king_and_his_money.pdf?__blob=publicationFile, consulted online 17.07.2017  
9
 WOJTOWICZ 2006: 9 

10
 ENGEL, SERRURE 1897: 540 

11
 WÓJTOWICZ 2006: 7 

12
 Ibidem 

13
 Ibidem 

14
 ZOLLNER 1997: 389-390 

15
 LANGU 2017: 26-34 

https://www.bundesbank.de/Redaktion/EN/%20Downloads/%20Bundesbank/%20Money_Museum/a_prussian_king_and_his_money.pdf?__blob=publicationFile
https://www.bundesbank.de/Redaktion/EN/%20Downloads/%20Bundesbank/%20Money_Museum/a_prussian_king_and_his_money.pdf?__blob=publicationFile
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