
(IJCRSEE) International Journal of Cognitive Research in Science, Engineering and Education
    Vol. 5, No.1, 2017.

www.ijcrsee.com
43

1. INTRODUCTION

Higher education is undergoing global 
changes in the modern world. Nowadays mod-
ern society demands a new type of a competent 
professional in the field of the professional ac-
tivities. Today, modern higher education is not 
just a set of knowledge, but also a formation of 
a coherent picture of the world with its norms, 
ideals, values, which serve as a reference point 
of the human relations. It is a fact, that there 
are more requirements to the modern univer-
sity graduates (Stošić, L., 2015; Stošić, L. and 
Stošić, I., 2013; Galustyan, O. V., 2014, 2015). 
It is necessary to educate the specialists of a 
new type, the main characteristics of whose is 
high-level professional qualification, ability 
to self-development, critical thinking, abil-
ity to solve professional problems of different 
levels. The competitiveness of contemporary 
specialists relates to the level of the develop-
ment of their competences. Thus, the problem 
of students’ evaluation of educational achieve-

ments at university is urgent nowadays.
The main theoretical aspects of students’ 

evaluation of educational achievements were 
studied by (Balzer, L., 2006, 2015; Balzer, 
L. et al., 2002; Gowin, D. B. and Millman, J. 
1981; Kromrey, H., 2003; Wottawa, H. and 
Thierau, H., 2001). The categories reflected 
in their works allowed to identify the general 
idea that the evaluation of students’ education-
al achievements is the essential component of 
the educational process which includes con-
trolling, measurement and assessment.  Con-
trolling includes checking and measurement, 
and, thus, eliminates the management of the 
educational process; measurement includes 
estimation and assessment; assessment repre-
sents only testing.

The analysis of the psychological and 
pedagogical literature devoted to the evalu-
ation in the educational process has shown, 
that the scientists, who work on problems of 
higher education, confirm the need of the sys-
tematic study of the issues related to the orga-
nization of evaluation of students’ educational 
achievements at contemporary high school. 
The authors (Balzer, L., 2006, 2015; Balzer, 
L. et al., 2002; Gowin, D. B. and Millman, J. 
1981; Kromrey, H., 2003; Wottawa, H. and 
Thierau, H., 2001) note that the evaluation 
as the major component of the teaching and 
learning process of contemporary higher edu-
cation requires the constant updating of diag-
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nostic tools and the development of the evalu-
ation criteria of learning outcomes.

2. ACTIVITY AND CONTEXTUAL 
APPROACHES

The important methodological guideline 
of organizing evaluation of students’ educa-
tional achievements is activity approach. The 
main ideas of activity approach are discussed 
in the works of Russian scientists (Asmo-
lov, A. G. 2009; Davydov, V. V., 1972, 1981; 
Davydov, V. V. at all., 1982; El’konin, D. B. at 
all., 1989; Galperin, P. Y., 1999; Galperin, P. 
Y. and Talyzina, N. F., 1979; Lektorsky, V. A. 
2008; Levina, M. M., 2009; Rubinstein, S. L., 
1989; Schedrovitsky, G. P. and Kotelnikov, S. 
I., 1983; Slobodchikov, V. I., 1998). The lead-
ing idea of the activity approach is providing 
personal and professional development which 
is based on the active position of the student. 
The basic category of this approach is the cate-
gory of activity. When Rubinstein S. L. (1989) 
was making the analysis of the basic psycho-
logical processes of human activity, he con-
cludes, that activity is a human relation to the 
world, in case it is purposeful and conscious. 
Leontiev A. N. (1976) confirms the relation 
of the consciousness to activity as well. The 
scientist considers the equivalent of activity is 
the action itself.  The research by Leontiev A. 
N. (1976) suggests that the activity is also a 
condition for the formation of human sense. 
That means, that the activities generate a sense 
of evaluation of students’ educational achieve-
ments, thus, the development of reflection is 
going on. Lektorsky V. A. (2008) declared that 
there was special importance of reflection in 
students’ activities. Lektorsky V. A. (2008)  
considered that the implementation of the ac-
tivity approach is based on the formation of 
personal reflection, the reflection of the work 
and actions. So, we consider activity approach 
is an important methodological approach to 
the problem of evaluation of students’ educa-
tional achievements.

Rubinstein S. L. (1989) and Leontiev A. 
N. (1976) noted in their scientific works that 
activity is the basis of the formation of stu-
dents’ personality. The authors state that the 
primary function of activity is communication, 
because it is included in the collective com-
munication activities. We see the implementa-
tion of this idea in the use of evaluation tools 
in a virtual educational environment. Schedro-
vitsky G. P. and Kotelnikov S. I. (1983) con-
sider the implementation of activity approach 

in using such forms of evaluation as educa-
tional and business games. Educational and 
business games serve as an important form of 
evaluation of students’ educational achieve-
ments.

Asmolov A. G. (2009) identifies motiva-
tional and technological components of activ-
ity. The motivational component of evaluation 
includes motive and its result. The techno-
logical component includes technologies of 
achieving the aim. Galperin P. Y. (1999) sug-
gests that activity is the gradual formation of 
mental actions. Thus, the formation of profes-
sional competency should be proceeded step 
by step during the evaluation of students’ edu-
cational achievements.

The main ideas of activity approach to 
the organization evaluation of students’ edu-
cational achievements we see in the following 
statements:

1. Evaluation of students’ educational 
achievements is realized in dynamic activity. 
So, it is necessary to choose active forms of 
evaluation.

2. Professional and personal develop-
ment of the future specialists is carried out in 
activity.

3. Reflection is a component of evalu-
ation.

4. All types and forms of evaluation of 
students’ educational achievements should be 
endowed with the personal sense. The per-
sonal sense and the attitude of the students to 
the results of their own activity lead to their 
personal development.

5. Student is a subject of activity. And, 
consequently, student is a subject of evalua-
tion. Thus, students should take an active part 
in the choice of forms and methods of evalua-
tion of their activities.

6. Communication as a part of activity 
and as part of the evaluation of students’ edu-
cational achievements is realized both in con-
tact and in virtual educational environments.

7. Subject relations (teacher ↔ student, 
teacher ↔ students, student ↔ student, stu-
dent ↔ students) should be implemented at all 
levels of evaluation.

Schedrovitsky G. P. and Kotelnikov S.I. 
(1983) considered that the important aspect of 
the activity approach was “collective thinking 
activity”. The essence of “collective thinking 
activity” is the development of the personality 
which takes place in the joint activity. This po-
sition is very important for our study because 
evaluation of students’ educational achieve-
ments is seen from the position of such joint 
activities as teacher ↔ student, teacher ↔ 
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students, student ↔ student, student ↔ stu-
dents. We see the realization of this position in 
implementation of the teachers’ evaluation of 
the students’ achievements and mutual evalua-
tion of the students. In studies (Leontiev A. N. 
(1976)) the structure of activity includes moti-
vation, purpose, and condition. El’konin D. B. 
and Davydov V. V. (1989) saw the implemen-
tation of the activity approach in communica-
tion and in the formation of personal sense. In 
their opinion, personal self-improvement and 
the development of personal potentiality is 
realized due to the active position of the stu-
dents.

The next approach which is very im-
portant for our research of evaluation of stu-
dents’ educational achievements is contex-
tual approach. This approach is developed by 
(Verbitsky, A. A., 1990, 1991, 1995, 2004; 
Agapova, O. I. at all., 1987; Verbitsky, A. A. 
and Larionova, O. G., 2006; Verbitsky, A. A. 
and Dubovitskaya, T. D., 2003; Verbitsky, A. 
A. and Zhukova, N. V., 2006; Verbitsky, A. A. 
and Kalashnikov, V. G., 2012). When using 
contextual approach, we should be primarily 
focused on the professional activities of a fu-
ture specialist. The purpose of evaluation of 
students’ educational achievements based on 
the contextual approach is not to obtain the 
system of information, but the formation of 
the ability to fulfill future professional activi-
ties. Information takes place in the structure 
of evaluation activities of the student till the 
certain point. Then this information should 
be developed into the practical implementa-
tion. This means, that educational activity of 
the students should obtain features of their 
future professions. According to the contex-
tual approach, the content the evaluation tools 
should be closely connected with the future 
professional activity, that gives integrity, sys-
tem organization and personal meaning to 
evaluation. Content of evaluation materials is 
transformed into the object of professional ac-
tivity. It is important to mention that the con-
tents and conditions of professional activity 
have always been probabilistic and problem-
atic. Therefore, the basic unit of evaluation of 
students’ educational achievements based on 
the contextual approach is not a task, which 
is performed due to the example, but problem 
situation, which assumes the inclusion of pro-
ductive thinking of the student. The solution of 
professional-oriented tasks allows the integra-
tion of the competences of future specialists. It 
also allows natural entry into the profession by 
means of evaluation of students’ educational 
achievements.

The major task of evaluation based on 
of the contextual approach is to ensure the 
transition from training activity to the profes-
sional one by means of professional-oriented 
situations. We consider case study as a suc-
cessful method of evaluation. The fact is that 
while organizing the evaluation of students’ 
educational achievements, they fulfill all the 
requirements of the teachers without showing 
their own initiative, while the professional ac-
tivity demands the ability to take the lead, set 
and achieve goals, which are integral features 
of the creative development of the personality.

Principles of contextual approach for-
mulated by Verbitsky A. A. (2004) can be suc-
cessfully implemented in the organization of 
evaluation of students’ educational achieve-
ments:

1) The principle of personal inclusion of 
the students in the evaluation activities. This 
means organizing of students’ self-control.

2) The principle of consistent use of 
evaluation methods we see in use both tradi-
tional methods and innovations (e.g. coach-
ing, flipped learning, BYOD (bring your own 
device)).

3) The principle of problem-based meth-
ods of evaluation involves the use of case 
study.

4) The principle of the adequacy of 
forms of evaluation due to its purpose which 
requires the use of such forms as web-quest 
and portfolio.

5) The principle of the leading role of 
the joint activity, interpersonal interaction and 
dialogic communication that means organiza-
tion of the mutual control of the students.

6) The principle of combination of tradi-
tional and innovative technologies in the orga-
nization of evaluation of students’ educational 
achievements.

7) The principle of transparency requires 
the organization of evaluation of students’ ed-
ucational achievements using the virtual edu-
cational environment.

The fact is, that the evaluation of stu-
dents’ educational achievements takes place 
in an artificial environment, which can not 
recreate the atmosphere of the professional 
activities. Besides, the evaluation of educa-
tional achievements of students involves the 
assessment of the personal results, but not the 
collective ones. The working process usually 
focuses on joint professional activity. The 
realization of evaluation of students’ educa-
tional achievements based on the contextual 
approach we see in using problem-oriented 
methods such as case study. It allows to recre-
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ate future professional activity using problem-
oriented tasks. It is connected to the changes 
of the social position of the students. That 
means, that the transition from training ac-
tivities to the professional activity is a com-
plex process. The implementation of skills is 
a challenge for many graduates. The system 
of problem situations allows the formation of 
theoretical and practical professional thinking 
of the future specialists.

Evaluation of students’ educational 
achievements based on contextual approach 
determines the characteristics of its organiza-
tion. The use of such forms of evaluation as 
web-quests, seminars, discussions, education-
al and business games allows to reproduce the 
future professional work situation.

Evaluation of students’ educational 
achievements suggests using the following 
forms of evaluation the activity of students:

• Evaluation activities of academic type, 
which is dominated by the assimilation of in-
formation, considering already formed com-
petence as of the students;

• Evaluation activities of a quasi-profes-
sional type simulates the conditions of future 
professional activity, the employment rela-
tionships. That means, that the solution of the 
problems and finding the ways out of the pro-
fessional situations.

• Evaluation activities of educational and 
professional type requires performing of the 
scientific research and practical developments 
of students (scientific and research work, stu-
dents’ projects, grant applications, participa-
tion at the scientific conferences, publication 
of scientific results at journals, etc.).

However, it should be noted that, con-
textual education by Verbitsky A. A. (2004), 
has three models such as semiotic, simulation 
and social one. The semiotic model is revealed 
in verbal or written texts, which contain infor-
mation of a discipline (eg. lecture materials, 
traditional tasks, instructions for preparation 
for practical classes, training programs, etc.). 
Unit of the student work is a substantive ac-
tion. Evaluation due to the simulation model 
is a modification of the future professional 
activity, which requires analysis and decision-
making based on the theoretical information. 
Unit of the student work is subject activity, the 
primary aim of which is the transformation of 
the practical simulated professional situations. 
Evaluation based on the social model is a piece 
of professional activity, which is analyzed and 
converted into a form of joint activity of the 
students in the group. Evaluation based on the 
social model we see in conducting the evalu-

ation of educational achievements of the stu-
dents using the virtual educational environ-
ment, where the activity in the interactive 
groups as the social models of the professional 
environment leads to the formation of the so-
cial competence of the future specialists.

3. CONCLUSION

Social and economic processes taking 
place in the educational environment and the 
world economy are reflected in the training of 
qualified specialists for various spheres. Since 
the labor market requires high demands to the 
future specialist, there is a need for the for-
mation of specialists of a new type, the main 
characteristics of whose are high level profes-
sional qualification, ability to self-develop-
ment, critical thinking, solving professional 
problems of various levels. All the mentioned 
above facts produce ensuring of the develop-
ment of education. These factors are prereq-
uisite for the development of some method-
ological aspects of the evaluation of students’ 
educational achievements at university. Sum-
marizing the results of the theoretical research 
we conclude, that the evaluation of students’ 
educational achievements at university is 
characterized by contradictions and problems 
which require serious consideration. Com-
petitiveness of the future specialists is based 
on the level of their competencies. Organiza-
tion of the evaluation of students’ educational 
achievements at university is revealed in vari-
ous forms and using various methods of eval-
uation in the contact and virtual educational 
environment, which should complement each 
other harmoniously.

Summing up, it should be noted, that the 
use of the activity and contextual approach 
to the evaluation of students’ educational 
achievements at university will allow con-
ducting evaluation, the main aim of which is 
comprehensive development of the students’ 
personality, their creative thinking, personal 
and professional growth.
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