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REVIEWS

Daniel D. SAUCEDO-SEGAMI
SOKENDAI-PUCP

I International Symposium on Public Archaeology 

SOKENDAI-PUCP (SIAP 2011)

From September 23rd to 25th, the “I International Symposium 
on Public Archaeology SOKENDAI-PUCP (SIAP 2011)” was held in the 

of Peru (PUCP), in Lima, Peru. The Symposium was a successful joint 

Inter-school Cooperated Educational Project Expenditure (Education) 
for FY2011, with the participation of 25 speakers and a total attendance 
of 130 people.
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the outcome relationships that arise when archaeology goes beyond 
the academic world, it allows a multi-disciplinary discussion about the 

out by students and professionals from different disciplines (including 

and countries (Japan, Peru and Colombia). These presentations were 

their interaction with the public in an academic common ground. 

The keynote lectures were carried out by Prof. Yuji SEKI (Director 
of the Pacopampa Archaeological Project - SOKENDAI), Prof. Krzysztof 
MAKOWSKI (Director of the Lomas de Lurin Archaeological Project 
- PUCP) and Prof. Paloma CARCEDO (General Director for Cultural 

situation of archaeology in Peru and its relationship with the public. 

Prof. Seki opened the discussion mentioning how, in the past 
few years, the situation of projects related to the public has changed. 

and the relationship between tourism and heritage has changed from 

are “ignorant” about their Prehispanic past and, as specialists, it is 
their duty to teach them the correct “history”. In order to really reach 

interpretations about the past with the academic position.

Prof. Makowski mentioned how archaeological heritage is still 
not a priority in the political system in Peru, and how, if there is an 
interest, it is based on the physical characteristics of that heritage 

the landscape. For instance, he mentioned the different problems that 
his project -which included sites like Tablada de Lurin, Pueblo Viejo 
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and Pachacamac- faced when different interests arose for the use of 

research because of its lack of support and bureaucratic system, 

this situation, for instance that archaeological heritage management 

of it. In addition, research and specialization through postgraduate 

heritage management should be organized through protocols, based on 

facing after being established. The former National Institute of Culture 

mentioned that politics need to be left aside, especially when hiring new 

and reaching the general public through publications.

Peru. In recent years, communication with the public has become a 

experience or skills to appropriately communicate the topics that may 
attract the public. The presentations of Cesar Sara and Maria Helena 
Tord showed how important it is to address the public with a simpler 
language, sometimes negotiating the topics that are more interesting 
for the general public rather than for archaeologists. Naotoshi Ichiki and 
Lucia Watson also showed us the possibility of presenting the whole of 

choose what is important to them through electronic catalogues.

Archaeology and Education are two professions strongly related 
for a long time, and there are many examples that can be found in the 
literature of Public Archaeology. The presentation of Alejandra Figueroa 
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introduced this topic, addressing its main concepts and problems. The 

archaeology is presented to the public by school and youth programs 
and by archaeological projects and museums. The presentations of 
Anny López Ponce de León, Isabel Collazos, Maria Fé Cordoba and Jose 

youth programs. In each case, they showed us how archaeologists can 
directly interact with children so as to share with them the experience 
of archaeological research or the interest in protecting archaeological 
heritage. With reference to archaeological projects and museums, the 
experiences presented by Roberto Pimentel, Claudia Garcia, Gonzalo 
Rodriguez, Irela Vallejo, Lisette Acuña, Lourdes Castillo, Lucia Watson, 

that can be taken, as well as the problems and solutions that arise in 
establishing a relationship with education professionals.

and the local population. With a multidisciplinary approach, the 
presentation of Fabricio Valencia showed us how the legal concept 
of heritage has changed, and how many legal loopholes need to be 

presented in this session on how to manage archaeological heritage 
and the relationship with local people showed that each situation should 

Gabriela Freyre, Julio Rucabado, Brian Billman, Arturo Noel, and 

del Carpio, Pedro Espinoza, Lucia Watson). In some cases the focus 

their work, showing their problems and solutions. It also allowed us 
to build an information network of colleagues with similar interests. At 

is becoming an area where academic research must be strongly tied to 
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of Arkeos, Electronic Magazine of Archaeology PUCP, scheduled for 
2012. 

Ponentes magistrales (arriba) 
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