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Resumen

Conferencia impartida durante la celebracion del I International Simposium Challenges en Active Ageing, cele-
brado en Mdlaga entre el 23 y el 27 de abril de 2012.

Este congreso fue organizado por la Facultad de Estudios Sociales y del Trabajo de la Universidad de Mdlaga,
dentro de los actos del Afio Europeo del Envejecimiento Activo y la Solidaridad Internacional. La RevistaeSa-
lud.com ha querido apoyar este evento publicando los abstracts y resimenes de las principales conferencias y

convirtiéndose en el medio oficial de este Simposium.

Abstract

The starting point of this lecture is the argument that
only multi-professional and networked aid promotes
the independence of people with dementia and main-
tains the psychosocial relief of their supporting family
members. We will ask how the social meaning of co-
production in case of dementia can be captured, in ac-

cordance with the substantive dimension of

co-production in dementia.

First the relation of activity and dementia comes in
the foreground. On the one hand the current norma-
tivity of activation reveals that the person with de-
mentia not only contradicts the today promoted
activation model, but passively undermines it. The per-
son concerned can live out ‘active ageing' no longer
and will speak to the writing on the wall of an activa-

tion society. On the other hand, 'activity' is a bottom
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up praxis of professionals, families and volunteers in
the care and support of people with dementia and is-
sues the co-production of these players.

Research logically is asked how the tension can be
captured. The phenomena of co-production are con-
ceptualized on the one hand at the three societal le-
vels (micro, meso, macro), on the other hand within
the three auxiliary systems professionals, families and
volunteers. The relation between help systems and le-
vels of society is methodically reconstructed through
the use of qualitative methods (expert and group in-
terviews, ethnomethodological observation).

The interpretative pattern analysis (‘Deutungsmus-
teranalyse') of activation is accessed for the societal
dimension. It allows the reconstruction of the repre-
sentation of the society within the individual subject.

The lecture will combine sociological and social work

analysis. It will consider the demographic development
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which comes with a dramatic increase of the number
of persons with dementia and will discuss the resul-
ting problems of exclusion and precarization. ‘Active
Aging' may sound as a cynical project for those who
care for those with dementia as long as ‘Activation’ is
conceptualized as a bottom down project and not as
bottom up politics who empower all three auxiliary
systems discussed in this lecture.

The data used in this lectures are in part results from
an ongoing Research and Development Project "Co-
production in the welfare mix of care for the elderly
and family care” funded by the German Ministry for
Research and Technology (http://koalfa.sw.fh-jena.de).
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