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ResuMEN: Se presenta un caso de depredacién de cernicalo comtn (Falco tinunculus) sobre un

adulto de agama comun (Agama impalearis) en el este de Marruecos.

Despite being the most widespread reptile
species (Bons & Geniez, 1996), omnipresent and
probably the most abundant in Morocco, the
natural history of Agama impalearis is still par-
tially known. Several studies have shed light on
its diet (Znari & El Mouden, 1997a, and references
cited therein), reproduction (e.g., Znari & El Mou-
den, 1997b), ontogeny (El Mouden et al,, 1997) or
demography (Znari et al., 1998). The list of species
which prey and feed on this saurian, given its

wide distribution, abundance, phenology and
ecology, must be — presumably — rather long.
Nevertheless, references in that regard are lacking
or scarce. Pleguezuelos & Fahd (2004) mention
Hemorrhois hippocrepis among ophidians which
feed on this agamid. In Schleich ez a/. (1996) only
ophidians are listed (Hemorrhois algirus, Mal-
polon monspessulanus, Psammophis schokari and
Rbageris moilensis) and two raptor species (Buteo
rufinus and Falco biarmicus).



Bol. Asoc. Herpetol. Esp. (2016) 27(1) 43

&

4 ST ;
Figure 1: Adult female of # tinnunculus perched w
adult of A. impalearis recently captured.
Figura 1: Hembra adulta de F tinnunculus posada con
un adulto de A. impalearis recién capturado.
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An observation of predation by another rap-
tor (Falco tinnunculus) is presented here. On 30
March 2015 an adult female could be observed
and photographed perched on the ground with
an adult male of A. impalearis between its claws
(Figure 1). It left the ground in the presence of
the observers, carrying its prey between its infe-
rior extremities up to a nearby hill (Figure 2).

The location of this observation is an espar-
to grass area (Stipa tenacissima) along the 3479
country road that goes through the southwes-
tern part of the Plateau du Rekkam, northeast
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