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Josep Maria Capdevila was born in Olot on 14 June 1892. He showed early
literary ambitions under the aegis of Olot poet Josep Maria de Garganta.
The start of his law studies at the University of Barcelona marked his full
entry into the cultural world of the time. His work as a literary critic won
him prestige in the intellectual circles of the time and his worth as a phi-
losopher also received recognition. He was a founding member of the So-
cietat Catalana de Filosofia (Catalan Philosophical Society, 1923). In the field
of thought, from 1920 on he broke away for the initial influence of d’Ors.
For Capdevila, writing involved a commitment and, stemming from this
conviction, May 1929 saw the appearance of El Mati, the daily newspaper
he founded and managed until 1934. He also dedicated himself to criticism
and teaching in the field of fine arts and aesthetics. At the end of January
1939 he went into exile in Colombia where he continued the work as a
teacher he had begun in Tarragona. When Capdevila returned to Catalonia
in 1965, his health was rather delicate. He passed away in the early hours of
3 January 1972 in the town of Banyoles.

The works of Joser MARIA CAPDEVILA. Primary sources

This bibliographic selection includes Josep Maria Capdevila’s most im-
portant writings, taken in the main from Joan Carreres 1 Péra’s book Josep
Maria Capdevila. Ideari i Poetica. We have followed the author’s chronologi-
cal and thematic criteria. A subsequent selection will cover his work as a
journalist.
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Books and anthologies
— Prologue for Miquel Costa i Llobera, Liriques, Barcelona: Ed. Catalana, 1923.
[Selection by J. Estelrich and J.M. Capdevila.]

— Les Cent Millors Poesies Liriques de la Llengua Catalana, Barcelona: Barcino,
1925. [Selection by J.M. Capdevila.]

— Poetes i critics, Barcelona: Ed. Catalonia, 1926.

— Com s’ha d’escriure una carta en catala, Barcelona: Barcino, 1926. [Epilogue by
Joaquim Ruyra, republished in 1926, 1927 and 1928].

— Selection of texts, introduction, notes and glossary for MARTORELL / GALBA,
Tirant lo Blanc, Barcelona: Barcino, 1925-1929.

— Introduction and selection in Francesc Vayreda, 30 reproduccions de pintures i di-
buixos, Barcelona: Ed. Sala Parés. 1926.

— Amics i terra amiga, Barcelona: Barcino, 1932.
— Introduction and selection, Jacint Verdaguer, Prosa. Barcelona: Catalonia, 1936.

— En el llindar de la filosofia. Correspondeéncia amb Maurici Serrahima, Barcelona:
Barcino, 1961. [En el umbral de la filosofia. Tiaduccion del Catalan por Diva
Perdomo. Prologo de Paulina Crusat. Cali: Prod. Latino-americanas Lida,
1964.]

— Eugeni d’Ors. Etapa barcelonina (1906-1920), Barcelona: Barcino, 1965.
— Estudis i lectures, Barcelona: Ed. Selecta, 1965.

— Selection and brief biography of the author, in Poesies de Josep Maria de GAR-
GANTA. Barcelona: Barcino, 1968. [Notes by Joan de Garganta.]

— Del retorn a casa, Barcelona: Portic, 1971. [Prologue by EVergés.|

— Els principis de la civilitzacié, Barcelona: Barcelonesa d’Edicions, 1992. [Intro-
duction by Jordi Gir6 1 Paris. |

Catalogues and offprints
— “El concepte de creacid en I'obra artistica”, Barcelona: Institut d’Estudis Ca-
talans, 1923, 305-321.

— “Lartiste en face de son oeuvre”, in Xenia Thomistica. Rome: Impremta Poli-
glota Vaticana. Pontificio Collegio Angélico, 1925, 379-388.

—“Bellesa i veritat”, in Revista d’Estudis Franciscans, 1924.

— “Loposicié de la poesia catolica i la poesia pagana”, in La Paraula Cristiana,
(July 1925), 4-28.
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—“Apologia del nu”, in La Veu, (23 July, 14 August, 3 and 21 September 1927)
— “Principis de teoria politica”, in La Paraula Cristiana, (March 1927), 196-218.
— “Filosofia de luxe”, in Franciscalia. Barcelona: Editorial Franciscana, 1928.
—“Lletres de filosofia”, in Criterion, (1930), 139-143.

—“L’Accid Catolica com un deure”, in El Mati, 22 September 1931. [Inaugural
speech for the association “Amics d’El Mati”.|

Prologues and translations

— Prologue for Preseéncia de Catalunya. I La terra. El paisatge catala a través dels seus
poetes. Generalitat de Catalunya. DC. Barcelona: SCF, 1938.

— Translation from Spanish in E Arcafiz. Consagracié personal al Sagrat Cor de
Jesiis, Girona: Industries Litografiques, 1969.

— Prologue for C. ARDERIU. Poesies. Selection by Tomas Garcés. Barcelona: Edi-
cions Lira, 1923.

— “Noticia sobre Balmes”, in La civilizacién. Paginas de Jaime Balmes, Barcelona:
Biblioteca de Estudios Sociales, 1922. [Spanish version in J. BALMES, La
civilitzacié. Barcelona: Barcino, 1930.]

— Introduction to P. BERENGUERES. D’ara i d’abans. Barcelona, 1967.

— Introduction to J. B. Bossugt. Discursos. Barcelona: Barcino, 1926. [Version
from the French by J. M. Capdevila.|

—Translation from the French in Cangd de Roland. 1934-36. [Unpublished. ]

—Translation from the Italian in E. CHIOCCHETTI. La filosofia de Giovanni Gentile,
in Quaderns d’Estudi, (January 1923), 31-35, 102-107.

—Translation from the Latin in T. C1CERO, “Tisculanes”, (December 1971), Chap.
L. [Unpublished.]

— “Notes d’ambientacié i genealogia espiritual”, in Diaris i records de Pere Coromines,
Vol. 111, “La Republica 1 la guerra civil”, Barcelona: Curial, Edicions
Catalanes, 1975, 337-357.

—Translation from the Spanish in P. Dorapo, La natura i I’'Historia. IEC. Barce-
lona: Institut d’Estudis Catalans, 1917.

— Prologue for J. FOLGUERA, Poesies. Barcelona: Ed. Lira, 1924, [Selection by T.
Garcés. |

—Translation from the Spanish in prologue for M. GARCiA, La pedagogia social de
Natorp, in Quaderns d’Estudi, (April 1916), 193-201. 199
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— Introduction to GOETHE, Germa i germana. Translation by students of the Escola
Superior de Bibliotecaries. Barcelona: Minerva, 1918, 3-8.

— Preface for M. JoserH, Iberoameérica continent de I’esperanga? Barcelona, 1969.

— Prologue for GUErRAU DE Liost, Poesies. Barcelona: Ed. Lira, 1923. [Selection
by T. Garcés. |

— Translation from the French in Jacques LECRERC, La vocation du chrétien. “El
reialme”, Chap. I, (December 1971). [Unpublished. ]

— Prologue for J. MaracatrL, Obres Completes, 1ol. I. Barcelona: Ed. Sala Parés.
1929, 5-31. [Reproduced in Obres Completes, Vol. 1. Poesia. Barcelona:
Ed. Selecta, 1960, 1202-1211; “Visions i cants de Joan Maragall”, in:
Guia de literatura catalana contemporania. Edited by J. Castellanos, Barcelo-
na: Edicions 62,1973, 47-62.]

— Introduction to X. de MAISTRE, El leprés d’Aosta, in La Paraula Cristiana, (April
1927), 346-362.

—Translation from the Italian in A. MaNzoNt, Observacions sobre la moral Catolica,
1931-33. [Unpublished. ]

—Translation from the French in J. MARITAIN, Les fronteres de la poesia, in La Nova
Revista, 10 and 12, (October and December 1927), 105-117, 292-305.

— Prologue for E Mistrar, Obres Completes. Barcelona: Ed. Selecta, 1957, IX-
XXXIX.

— Translation from the Occitan in E MistraL, Contes, in La Paraula Cristiana,
(June 1927), 542-548.

— Prologue for M. PERPINYA, Poemes. Barcelona: Ed.“La Revista”, Barcelona. 1931.

— Prologue for and and translation from the French of Francesc de Sancrtis.
Critica de la Divina Comédia. Barcelona: Ed. Catalana, 1921.

— Translation from the Latin in SANT CEBRIA, De oratione dominica, 1967. [Un-
published.]

— Translation from the French in SANT FRANCESC DE SALES, La cortesia cristiana.
Barcelona: Barcino, 1926. | Prologue by P. M. d’Esplugues. |

— Commentary on and translation from the Latin in SANT ToMAS D’ AQUINO. De
Ente et essentia, 1934-35. [Unpublished.]

Speeches lectures and talks

—“Discurs de ’Adéu”, given in Olot at the closing of the Jocs Florals. September
1921. [Unpublished fragment.]
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— “Ingres”, talk given in Olot in September 1924 at the opening of a Drawing
Exhibition. [Unpublished fragment.|

“El paisatge oloti”, talk given to the Lliga Comarcal de Catalunya,in La Paraula
Cristiana, (July 1925).

“Una divagaci6 encisadora sobre el paisatge d’Olot”, talk given to the Cercle
Artistic, Sant Lluc, in La Veu, 1 October 1925.

— “La matéria artistica”, talk given to the Centre Artistic, Matard, in La Veu, 23,
24,29 and 30 October 1925.

— “La libertad y la Iglesia”, talk given to the Cirulo de Estudios, Zaragoza (18
March 1926), in Ensayos, Zaragoza, (April 1926).

— “Sant Francesc i la Pana de Vich”, speech given at the Temple Roma,Vic, as
part of the series commemorating the VII Centenary of Saint Francis (8
March 1926), in La Paraula Cristiana, (December 1926), 510-520.

“Clementina Arderiu”, notes read at the poetry reading at the Sala Parés,
Barcelona, on 19 April 1926, in Revista de Poesia, (March 1927), 9-11.

—“En Llavanera 1 En Quintana (o Lidealisme literari)”, posthumous tribute to
M. Llavanera and E. Quintana at the Centre Atenea, Olot, on 6 February
1928, in Revista d’Olot, (February 1928).

—“L’Art i la vida”, Lenten speech given before Foment Mataroni, (March 1928),
in Pensament Maria, Matard, (13 March 1928).

“La Diada del Llibre”, talk given to the Circol Catolic de Mataré, in EI Mati, (8
and 10 October 1929).

“El bon gust”, Lenten speech organised by the Congregacié Mariana, 13 April
1930. [Cf. J. MIQUEL 1T MACAYA, “Josep M. Capdevila a Valls”, Cultura.
Valls, July-August 1979].

—“Una exposicié d’art a Cervera”, closing words at the exhibition of paintings
by J. Gomez and J. Batlle 1 Campderros, in El Mati, (25 and 26 Novem-
ber 1930).

“Als estudiants”, talk given on Saint Thomas’s Day to the FCEC, in El Mati,
(12,13 and 15 March 1931).

“Als estudiants”, speech before the festival Jocs Florals Escolars de Barcelona, in
El Mati, (16 March 1931).

— “El periodisme de dema”, talk given at the beginning of November to the
Assemblea d’Accio Popular de Barcelona, in El Mati, (11 November 1931).

“Els deures dels catolics en el moment actual”, speech given before the Junta
Diocesana d’Accié Catolica de Barcelona, in El Mati, (13 December 1931).
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— “El Taller-Escola d’Art”, talk on the opening of the Taller-Escola d’ Art, Tarra-
gona (1-XII-1934). [Unpublished.]

— “El Dr. Joaquim Balcells”, words introducing Dr. Balcells to the Ateneu de
Tarragona”, (19 May 1935).

—“Homenatge a Ruyra”, speech to the Casal de Cultura on Ruyra’s 80" birth-
day, Barcelona, (27 September 1938). [Unpublished Catalan original;
see Spanish version: “La obra de Joaquin Ruyra”, Hora de Espafia, 21.
Barcelona, September 1938, 73-82].

—“Discurs del President Josep Maria Capdevila”, in: Jocs Florals de la llengua cata-
lana. Any LXXXVII de la seva restauracié, Centenary of the birth of Jacint
Verdaguer. Bogota (Colombia), (13 May 1945), 55-60.

— “El pensament estetic del doctor Torras”, Cantonigros Contest dedicated to
Torras 1 Bages (7 August 1966) in Miscel-lania Torras i Bages. Barcelona:
Publicacions de ’Abadia de Montserrat, 1991, 167-174.
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