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ABSTRACT

It is thc objectof this studyte give sorneaccountof referencesandreactionsto
Furopesoldcstteamgame,football, te be found in Englishwritings, 1175-1815,
lausreferenceste thisby then reformedandregulatedgameefferingless interest.
A briefsurveyof observationsconcerningthe oldestform of British football,camp-
bali, wilI be offeredasalsosornecarlytestimoniesconcerningthe gamefrornother
Furopeansources.TheEnglishseurceswill beexamined,andin many casesquoted.
in order te emphasizeihoseaspectsof football which evidently areusedmost
interest,thescbeingessentially:its popularitywith thepeasantandurbanworking-
classpepulation,as opposedte the moredistinguishedpursuitsof gentlemen,and
the exaltationof prowessat this sport:the extremeviolenceof football as played
in earlier centuries;and thc possibilitiesit offeredfor figurativeandmetaphorical
explo¡tation.

Over the lastdecades,we have,unfortunately,becomeonly toeusedte
hearing, readingandseeinginnumerablereportsanddebates in the media
concerning the violenceengenderedby the playing and the watchingof
what is, asprofessorEmilio Lorenzo,te whom this studyis respectfullyand
affectienatelydedicated,observes,“nuestroprimerdeporte”’, tbat is te say,
football. As, however,we shall try te demenstratein this brief survey, the
associationof football with violencein GreatBritain is centuries’oid, being
reflectedin English textsdatingfrorn 1175 onwards,andferming, indeed,
theprincipal, altheughnetexclusivesubjectmatter,of Ihemajority of those
accountsconcerningthis sport still extant.
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Footbal! is undoubtedly“nne of Ihe most ancientof team gamcs”2.
similar lo Ihe Greek arpastonand 11w Romanharpastum,Ihis Latter
accordingto Seneca,involving mucb “pusbingandkicking in tbe bol sun”3.
one of [he earliestEuropeanreferences[o [he roughnessof [he game
occurringin the ChroniconMontisSereníwbicbregisteisthe deathof a hoy
in 1137 from a kick receivedwliilst playing foo[ball.

The‘word FuolbaIl is firsí registeredin Englishin 1 486~.Ihegamebeing

a successor[o, nr versionof, [he carlier team bali game,known as camp-
bali or camping. from O.E. eamp. vb. campian, ‘a contest”, “tu contest”
(< LI. campus.“fieL] of contesí’>: MidE. eampyngc,vh. campin.as also
campar, “football player”. etc. ThaI in sorneversionsof [bis game[be bali
waseonveyedby ihe fuol, is provedby ihe expression“kicking camp”, ami
by [he fact [bat IhePromptuarium Parvulorum . c.1440,glossescampynge
asped¡piludium.The garneinvolved teamscomposedof a limi[less number
of players,wboseaim was lo convey [be bali, gencraliyan inflated pig’s
bladder6,to [he opponenfsgoal, thegoalsbeingidentified with sornelocal
landmark,aud as far as 200 yards apart7.The English Chaucerian,John
Lydgate, like several níher pocís, Shakespeareincluded, saw [he
me[aphorieal possibili[ies of [he game.and in e. 1430,wrote about being
“Bolsteryd ou[ of Ienghth andbreed1 Lycbea largeeampyngebail~~s. [he
simile being used[o suggestí1w sensationof being casI nul luto Ibe void.
In 1567,ThomasDrant, in bis [ransiations of Horace’sEpisíles, obviously
identifies “camping” with kieking: “Lesí evenyoungefolke secingeyou
drinke.../ Do make of you meremockinge s[ocks 1 And campeyou with
Ibeire feeí”9, and in bis transiationof Horaee’sArs Poetica , associated
camping-hallwi[b [be sínol bali or ihe top. as ah demandingskill un tbe
pacíof [be player.

Ca¡np-ballwasparticularlypopularin the Eas[ern Counties( Norfolk,
Suffolk, Essex) audIhe expressionwassíjil being usedin sorneof Ihese
arcasas lateas1827’’. In [be eaíiy fourteenthceníury,forexample.‘a canon
of [be ($ilbertinemonasteryof Shouldbamin Norfolk, William of Spalding,
was“run against”by ano[her canonWilliam during a garneof kicking camp,
bis daggeraecideníallywounding [bis iatter lo deatb.

In íhesectionof [be BokeofSr Albans, 1486.dedicatedtu The Biasing
of Arms. audillustrated by erudedrawingsof various heraldiedevices,[here
existsa subsectionentitied 0ff bullís ¡ir armysItere now U sItuébeshewvt a,

whose[ex[ warnsah wouid-bearms-blazonerslo be careful in [beir useof
latin [errns, andnot [o confuselalin pila ( i. e. ~iIa Y “a peeseof tymhre [o
be pu[ under[be pelorof a bryge”. with i[s olbermeaning( i.e. ~iia): “Ibis
[erme pila is [ake for a certanroundeislrumU lo play with”:

0w wich tstrumétsuysulberwbile tu Ibe bandeaudIben jhs calde
latyn pila manualis as bere And o[her while it is an instrumcnt fur [lic
fuote and iben it is caldein latin pila pedalis a fote ha].
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The aecompar¡yingillustralion sbowsIbreewbite spheresagainsta dark
ground. 11w term football, [herefore, wasobviouslyby [lien in everydayuse.

As wassuggesledaboye,[he majori[y of refereneestu foo[bali in English
lex[s wril[en prior [o [he regularizationof [be gamein 1843,areconcerned
preciselywilb its viulen[ na[ure, whicb frequenílyendangeredlife and11mb
of Ihuse who played it. Olber texís, however, exalí the manlinessaud
healthinessuf tbe sport aspraetisedby ihe English peasantryaudurban
working-classes( in Ihe dayswhen fiat greenfields were5h11 [o be found
in [he vicini[y of Ihe towns ), for it mustbe rememberedIhal, in England,
as today, foo[ball was assoeialedprimarily wilh Ihe Iower classes,riding,
bunting,hawkingaudarcberybeingIheuutdoorrecreationsof gentiemen.
A chronieleconcerningthefoundation uf tbe Iown of Ardres in Flanders
wriííen in 1200,hu[ dealing wiíh affairs da[ing frum [be beginning uf tbe
eleven[1-i century, men[ions a taverawhere“rustid homines”met [u drink
andlo play fouthall in awide,fial field4,andRobertBurton, in bis Anatomy
<>fMclancholy , 1621, points oul tba[ quuits, leaping,wreslling e[c. and
foolhall are “Ihe cummon recreahionsof Ihe cuuntry folk”, whilst borse-
riding, hun[ing andshootinge[e arefor gentlemen’5.I[ mayberemembered
in this con[ext that KenI, in Shakespeare’sKing Lear (1. iv, 95), insults
(ioneril’s steward,Oswald, by ealling him “a basefoutbali player”. Tbere
are,however,as we shalJsee,certaindislinguishedexceptions[u [bis rule.
Finally, in Iilerary [ex[s, the seman[ic ficid of football is occasionally
expluited figuratively, providing [he hasisfor sornein[eres[ing melapbors
andsimiles.

Tbe carliesíreference[o English foulball is cerlainly not pejorative:
[his is tu be fuund in [he well-known Descriptio Londoniaewhich served
asan¡n[roduclion [u William Filzs[ephen’s Vila Sancil Thomae, a latin 11k
of St. Thomas Beeket,composedin approximately1175. Tbis work was
consul[ed by John Stow, and printed by blm in English asan appendixto
bisSurveyofLondon , 1603. l[ issointeres[ing [ba[ it deservestube quoled
al Iength:

un tbe day whicb is calledSbruvetide...Afterdinner. Ml the young
men uf the ei[y gu out into tbe fields lo play al Ihe well-known game of
foutball. Tbe scholarsbelungingtu Ihe severalschuulshaveeach[huir
bali; and ihe city tradesmen. accordingtu 11w respectivecrafis. havetheirs.
Tbe more aged men. the falbersof the players, and tbe wealthycitizens,
comeun horsebacktu seethecon[esís of tbeyoungmen,wiíli whom.afler
tbeir rnanner,Iheyparticipale,Iheir na[ural heaí seeming tu be aruused
by the.sigbluf su mucbagili[y, andby Ibeirparticipation in theamusements
uf unrestrained youlb’t

How of[en, in modern l3ri[ain, audelsewbere,is [here cause[u lanient
INc aronsalof [he “natural hea[” of fou[balI supporters Sbrove-Tuesday
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was [be grealfuolbail day in England for centuries,audducumenísfrom
fouríeen[b centuryChesterbearwilness lo [he fuolbail matchfrequently
played un thaI daybe[ween [he drapersandIhesboemakersof INc townk

It is probabletba[ Layamonwasreferringlo fuolbalí in [he passageuf
the Brut , e. 1200,in wbich he describes[be beal[hy recrea[ionsuf Artbur’s
eourl, after [be plenarysessionat Caerleon-on-tJsk,andwriles: “summe
bco driuenbaileswide“yeond [ha feides” (1.12,328).[he verbdrive beingnol
infrequentlyassociatedwitb kieking in similarcontexts8.Ar[hur’s eourtiers
likewise induiged in borse-racing,foot-raeing,leaping.shoo[ing, wresíling
and sbicld games.It is in[eresting lo note ibM Waee,wbo was une uf
Layamon’sprincipal sonrees,doesnot mention bali gamesat ah in bis
Roman de Brin , 1155, but ralber, jousting, horse-racing, fencing,
eatapuiíing,darí Ihruwing and wrestiing’9, andnur indeeddoesGeoffrev
of Munmouíh,suwemay seeiii Layamon’s uneaebaracteristicallyHngiisb
intcrpretatiunof enjoyingoncsclfin [be upenaid Foo[baii, 1 wuuld suggesl,
provideslikcwise Ibe inspiration br Ibe gruesomeunesin Sir Gawainand
tite GreenKnight , e. 1380,in wbich Arlbur’s courtiers,[he GreenKnight’s
beadbaving beenehoppedoff by Sir Gawain, bit foynedwyth her fete.
therebit forlh roled”, [he key wordshere being “feel” and “rolled”. TIte
suggcstiunwould hardly seemfar-feichedif we consider.br example,[he
foiluwing real life referencepruvidedby TeresaMeLean2:“Camping was
sucb a fieree gameIba[ in 1321 twu broíberscalled Oldyngton. Irum
Darnbill, Cheshire.piayedit wiíh [be beadof uneJohnof Boddeworth.a
servantof Vale Royal Abbey nearby.whom Ihey badmurdered”.

Tbc tbir[een[h centuryboy-vietim[o Jewishcruelty,Sir Hughof Lincoln,
isa youngaristocra[ whoselamentablestory, recailedby Chauccr’sPrioress
whenteiiing herown similar tale, is narratedin an carly bailad,beginning:

Fuurand twentybonny buys
Wereplaying at tbe bali,
And by it carneblm, sweetSir Hugh.
And he piayedo’er tbcm ah.

Hekicked [be bali witb bis rigbt fuol.
And catcbedi[ witb bis knee,
And thruugh and thruugh tbe Jew’swinduw
He gared tite bonny bali fice.

Here, fuolbail piaying, including whaí soundsiike sornevery neal
foutwurk, haslragic consequenees,for ¡heJew’sdaugb[cr refuses“lo tbruw
duwn [he balI”. and en[ices [he nine year oíd Hugb togo up and gel it
bimself, wi[b [be resulí thaI the cruel maiden “stiekit bim like a swine”.
Both in INc bailad,where[be belisfor bis funeral ring of Iheir uwn aceord.
and, i[ is believed,in real life. [be martyrcd St Hugh of Lincoln (2 1246-
1255)wasIhe causeof severalmiracles,sothat if English foutbaii were lo
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havea pa[ron-saint, Sí. Hugh would scemtu be a suilable candidate In
Ibis contcx[, it is wor[h mentioning tbat JohnSket[un, in his macaronie.
satirical andratbcr cryptic poem,composedin eharacteristieSkeltonics
andentitíedA DevoutTreatisef¿’rOid JohnClark, 1506-7,seemstu suggest
[bat [be gameand[be instrumentit is playedwith, areworlhy of reverenee:
“1 pray you ah, 1 And pray sball, ¡ At [bis trental¡ On kneeslo fal 1 Tu thc
footballe;” ( a trenlal beinga set of thir[y requiemmasscs). It is perhaps
no[ acoincidence[bat Ibedeecitful, malieiuusaudquarreisumeJobnClark
should have bailed frum Diss in Norfolk, whose common witnessed
nuturiouslyruughgamesof kicking campfur ecnturies2.1 n Sir WalterSeoll’s
Lay oftIte lasí Minstrel , composedin 1805,buí situatedlix the late Middle
Ages at [he lime of [he BorderWarsbelweenIhe Seotsand[be Englisb, a
truceis bricfly celebratedbetween[he two bands,aud “social cheer” is
enjuyed by Ibe aristueratieleadersand Iheir followers: “Sume drove Ihe
jolly bowl about;1 Wilh diceanddTaughtssornechasedtheday ¡ Aud sume,
with many a merry shout.¡ In riot, revelry,andmuí. ¡ PursuedIhe fuo[ball
piay” (y vi, 19-23). “Tbe fuol-bail”. addsScott, in anote, “was aneicntiy
a vcry favourite sport ah througb Scutland, buí especially upon Ihe
Borders

Huwever, as has alreadybeensuggcstcd,foo[ball is most frequently
conceivedof as a rustie sport: AlexanderBarclay (nIS), associatesit witb
“sturdy plowmen”. EdmundWalier, in 1621.as we sball see,witb “lusty
sbepbcrds”,RobertBurton, in Ihesameycar,with “cuuntryfulk”, andIzaak
Walton, in 1653,witb ~~slurdy...swains’v3.In 1711,EustaceBudgell, acousin
uf Addison’s and a regularcontributor tu TIte Spectator, dedicatedan
article, in issueN~’ 161, tu [he praiseof country life including a Icíter from
a so-calied“correspundení”giving a glowing aecountuf a cuun[ry wake,
and undcrlining Ihe impurtancefur a countrymanof sbining in physicai
recreations if he is interested in acquiring a sweethearl. The
“correspondení”,afler watebingsornecudgel-players,was,he says.

divertedfmum a furíher Observationuf [he Cumbatanísby a Football
Matchwhich wasunIheothersideuf Ihe Green;whereTom Short behaved
himself so weil. thatmostpeupleseemedtu agreeit was impossible thai
he shouldremaina Bachelortilí tite ne,dWake.Having piayedmany a
Matcb niyseif, 1 euuld haveiuukedlungerun this Sport...

Budgell folluws up [bis supposcdletíer with sumecommentsof bisown
un Ibe exeellenciesuf oulduor gamesas offering suitabie occasionsfor
acquaintanceshipamongtbc yuung ( besides,as Robert Burtun affirms,
euringmelanchoiy), andin true alahanzade la aldeaspirit, adds:“And 1
behieve1 may assuremy CuuntryFriend, lha[ therehas beenmany a court
lady wbo wuuld becuntented[o exehangebererazyyounghusbandfor Tom
Short...”, [bis imaginaryfootball playerthusacquiringwhat we mighl calI
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starstatus! It is significaní thaI, at Ibe cmi of the eentury,Ibe Philadelphia
Quaker,William Bartram,,in bis descriptionof Carolina,shuuidcomment
thaI “The fuotbali is tikewise a favourite manly diversionwith ‘Ibe Nurth-
Americanlndians”’24, andin[eresting lo note thaIWurdswortb,in Ibe cuarse
of exal[ing and comrnemoraling.in The Excursion, une of bis euuntry
herues,killed in Ibe Napuleuniewars,endowswhat he himself calís “the
inglorious footbali” with lyrical uvertonesby assuciatingit witb sueb
charae[erisíicaiiy romanticphenomenaas [he lark andtbe rainbuw. lf
[unehed by him. ¡ The ingluriuus fuol-balí moun[ed [o [be pitcb ¡ Of the
lark’s fligbt, - or sbapeda rainbowcurve,!Alofí, in prospeetuf [be shouting
ficíd” ( vii, 743 ).

By 1814,when Pie Excursionwaspublished,of course,attemptswere
being madelo regulateINc game:a lessroughversion begantu be played
in publie schouis,such as Eton and Winchester. in Ihe late seventeenth
century,betweendifferent houses.tIte rulesvarying from sehuol tu sehuol.
whiie aix effort was being rnadetocodifvand síandardisefoo[tall at
Cambridge University in 1843, Ibe Fuolbal! Assucialion, a national
eonlroliing andadvisorybody,being formedlwen[y yearslater.

So far, we bavebeenrecordingwhat we might consideras pusitive
estimationsof foo[ball: Ibese, bowever, are well outweigbed by Ibe
commentariesdedicated,uver Ibe centuries,tu deploring the violeneeof
Ibe gameand,as íoday,Ihe huoliganismwhicb it might engenderWe knuw
thaI an Oxford s[udent was killed in 1303, Ny a team uf of Irisb sludenís
“while playingbalI in tbe Higb StreettowardsEastgate”25.andbansagainsí
footbali-piaying,nol only un aceountuf itsrougbness,buíalsotu encourage
INc practiceuf archery,were issuedby Edward II in 1313,andby Edward
III lix 1349. Sumeehroniciersnoted - whata familiar ring [bere is tu Ibis!
- thai sbopkeepersclosedtheir sbupswhena matchwasduetu takeplace,
andevenreligious ubservancescould end in fuutball violenee:in 1403and
1404,we iearn,playersfrom Ihe Sussexvillages uf SaimerstunandChidham,
respectively.broke iegs playing foutbail after baptisms1>’ It is bardly
surprising[bat a Nutíinghamshirefriar shuuld,Iherefore,analyse[be game
as it wasplayedin Ihe four[eentb ceníury, in the following way:

In this gameyoung peoplepropel a largebali furward. but nor by
thruwing it, bu[ by kieking ibe bali and rulling it un tbe groundwitb Iheir
feet. It is a ratberhorrible garne,1 must say,vulgar. unwurlby.aud Iess
woríhwhiieIbanany ulbergame,whieli seidurnenúswithuut anykind uf
mishap>7.

Tbe gamewas popular tbruughout[he British Isles. [he areaaround
Sconebeing a well-known fucusfor football playing in Seotland:James1
of Seotland,Ibe authorof [he romantieKingis Quair, like [be fourtcenth
eenturyEnglishmonarchs,tried lo suppressit Ny meansof fines: “Tbe King
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forbiddes[he namanplay at theful bali vnderthepayneof iiijd~VS, buí tono
avail ! Indeed, in 1497 in canto II of Gavin Dougias’sKing Hart, an
aliegorical puem wbiehcuncludeswith thc oíd king’s rcmembcringin bis
wiii boíh fricndsandfoes,we find includedamongstiheselatíerDelivernes
(Agility ), which bad,in his youth,led him tu participatereckiessly“at bali
andbouli”; tu birn, Iherefure,King Han bequealbesbis“breissit arm” and
“[bis brukin sehinthat sweiiisandwiiI nochíswage...;hebrak it at the balI”,
ami a little Scottisb snateb,preservedin Ihe Maitland folio, e. 15751
summarizesin similar vein, ironically andtcllingiy, [he advantagesuf [he
garne:“Brissit brawnisaudbrokenbanis.¡ Strif, discordandwasliewanis,
¡ Crukií in cid, sin hall wiíhall: ¡ Tbir are[he bewteisuf the fut-baii”. In a
note [o bisrefereneelo fuolbalí in TIte Lay oftIte Last Minstrel,Sir Walter
Scottemphasizes[he aggressivenessof dic gameas playcd in [he pasÉ in
Seotland:

Sir JohnCarmichael, Warden uf Ihe Middle Marches,waskiiled in
1600by a band of [be Armstrungs.returningfrum a fuut-ball match.Sir
Rubert Carey. in bis Memoirs,mentiunsa grealmeeting, appointedby
[be Seotchriderstu be heid at Kelsu fur [he purposeuf playing at fout-
bali, butwhich terminatedin an ineursiunupen Engiand””.

In [bis eontext,itisintercsting[o note [bat JamesVI of Scotland,asJames
1 of Engiand,tried tu forbid [he gameat [he English Court, it being, he
affirmed. “meeter for Ihe laming Iban Ibe making able” uf bis liege
subjccts3.Longbeforethe adveníuf Ibe Scottishmonarch.bowever,Engiisb
eummentaristshadbeendcpluring [he violeneeof football. Sir Thomas
Elyot, in bis Booknamed¡he Governour,,1531.suggesls[bat ah nublemen
uttenlyreject buwling, burling andfoutball: “Wherein is nolbingbuí beastly
fury and extremeviolence;whereufpruccedethburt, andconsequenlly
rancourandmalicedo remainwilh [bern tbat be wuunded,whereforeit is
lo be put in perpetualsiience”32,and [he Puntanpamphleteer,Philip
Slubbes,in bis fascinatingdenunciationof wbathe sawas [he cvii customs
uf bis time ( ineiudingstageplays ), TIte AnatomieofAbuses,1583,sees
football usa“devilish pastime”whieh sorneevenplay on [he Sabbath,and
[ben offers Ihe readerasuperbiyrealislieevueationof Ihe violenceof Ihe
game,wbieb deserveslo be quotedat lcngtb:

Furaseoncerningfuutball playing,1 prutesíuntoyuu it rnayratherbe
calieda friendiy kind uf fighí, Ibana play uf recreatiun;a bloody and
murderingpractise,than afellowiy sportur pastime.Furduthnot everyune
lic in wait for bisadversary,scekingtu uvertbrow1dm andtu pick himen
his nuse.thuughit be upun hardstones,in ditch or dale,in valiey ur hill,
ur wbat placesueverit behecarethnul, sobehavehim down. And be[bat
canservetbe ¡nusí uf Ihis fashion.he is cuunted [he onlyfellow. andwbo
buí be?.So that by this means, sumetimestheir neeksare bruken.
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sumetirnestbeir backs.sumetimesIbeir legs, sumetirne tbeir arms,
sumetimeunepan thrustuut uf juint. sumetirneanuthcr.sumetimetheir
fosesgusbout witb bluod, sumetirnetbeir eyestart uut, and sometimes
burt in uneplace,sumetimesin anutber.But wbosuevetscapetbawayINc
bestgoetbnut seut-free.bul is eitber sotewuundedaudbruised,so as he
dietb of it, or cisc scapetbvery bardly. And no marvel, lot tbey bave
sleigbtstu rneetune betwixt twu. te daslí 1dm against(be bearíwitb tbeir
eibuws,tu bit bini undertbesbort ¡lbs wiíb tbeir grippedfists, andwitb
tbeir kneestu catcbbirn upen INc bip. and tu piek him un bis neck,witb
an bundredsucb murderingdevices.And bereulgtowetb envy. malice.
ranecur. efluí en, It al red. displeasure,enini and wbat nul else: and
sumetimesfigbting, brawling. cuntentiun. quarrel picking. murder,
humicideandgrealeflusionuf bluod, as experieneedaily teacbetb”.

Particuianiy signifieant in Ibis ubviousiy biased and presumably
exaggerateddeseriptiunis [he prescriptiunfor attaining fuolbail stardom:
“And be thatcanservetbe mostof tbis fasbion,be is euunledtbe uniy feiluw,
andwho butbe?” Stubbes’aeeountis undoubtedlyuneuf tbe musídelinitive
descriptiunsof the violence generatedby fuotball, altbougb uther brief
spuradierefereneescuntinnetu appearin later writings: ThomasNasbe,in
bis Lea/enStuffe,1599,uses[be verbtú footbali as a synonymof tú knock:
“they fuolbaid their headstogethcr”’, amiShakespearereferslo [he tripping
up uf une’s opponcntin King Lear : Oswaldsays: “Ile not be strucken,rny
Lord”, tu whicb Kent retorts: Non tript neitber,you baseFootbali-piaier”.
A few yearslater, [he pbysician,ThomasCugan,in bismedicaltreatiseTIte
HuyenofHealth , 1612.quaiifies”dauncing,leapingandfuote balJ play” as
“vehemen[”, [he anonymuusaulbur uf a pampblet.!‘lugellum or Oliver
Cromwell,1663,associatesit witb cudgeis,fis beingbulb “buysterous”sports
ur games.aud.JobnCay, in 1741.refers[o “[be Furiesof ihe Fuolbalí xvar’”5.
As lateas1805.Scottwastu coifimení un dic ruugbnessof Scottisbfootbaii:

At present.dic fuut-bail is ultenplayedby (heinbabitantsof adjacent
parisbes,ur uf tbe oppositehanks uf a st ream. dic vietorv is cuníested
witb Ibe utrnost fui-y, ami very seriuusaccideníshavesometiníestaken
place in tbe siiuggle.>

Finally, ashasbeenmentioned,refereneeslo football-playingwereaol
¡nfrequentlyexploitedfigurativeiy ur metapborieally,tu suggest,as is tu be
expected.íhat an object ura persunis being lossedun spurnedhilber and
tbithei’, ihe empbasisbeinglaid un [he rapidand roiling mution of [be balI
implicil in [be gameratber [han un INc viuleneetliereof: Ibus,Sir Thomas
Mure, in bis Confutation of TaJo/e. 1532, suggeststhe possibility uf Ihe
world being conceiveduf as “a ruunderollynge fuotebaile”.whilst Dromio.
in Shakespeane’sComedy of Errors ¡594, prutestsagainstbeing,as we
might say,‘kicked around” by Antiphoius andAdriana:
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Am iso i-ound witb you as yuu witb me,
Tbat iike a fuotbaii you do spurnme tbus?
Yuu spurn mehere,he wiil spurnmebither:
If 1 lasí in this service,you mustcaseme in icather. (11, 1.82-5

anda characíerin TIte DistractedEmperor, e. 1600.uneof INc Oid Plays.
colleetedby Artbur H. Bullen, aflinrns: “1 am [he verye fuote-balí of [he
stars”,a stnikingiy homely imagesimilar in spirit tu Gloueesler’s“As flies
tu wantun boys, arewe tu ihe gods;¡ Tbey kiil us for Iheir sport” in King
Lear. Similariy, Owen Feiltbam, in bis Resobes, e. 1620,a seriesof munal
essays,laments“Tu seehuw well meaningsirnpiicity is football’d”~, wbere
Ihe verb expresses[he senseuf “being playedwitb”, whilst un 1711,Henry
Saeheverelí.[he pulitical preacherwbu wasimpeachedby Ibe Houseuf
Communsfor printing “seditiuus libeis” is assuredby a well-wisber [bat
“England must alwayshavea Natiunal Footbail, andyou, al presení,are
[bat”!

Especiailyevocativeis EdmundWalier’s brillianí extendedmetaplior
about foutball as a game “loo rough for jest”, ineluded in bis verses,
composedin 1621, un dic dangerundergoneby Pninee CharJeswhen a
Tbamesroyal bargewaseaughtin a storm al sea:

As wbena surt of iusty Shepherdstry
Tbeir funce at Foot-bali,careof Victury
Makcstbcm salutesunudely Breasttu Breasí,
Thai their Encuuntenseemstuo roughfui- jest;
Theypiy iheir Feet,andstill Ibe i-estiessBali
Tust tu and fi-o is urgedNy them ah:
Sufares the doubtfulBange...

in fine. [here seemslittle doubt that [he “restiessbali” will cuníinue[o
be“lost tu andfro” un Ihegreen fields of Englandandclsewhercfor a guod
wbile yet tu come:nuw that [be conduelof Ihe players, in cumparisonwitb
what dieseEnglish testimoniestelí usabout that uf Ibe pasí, is so mueh
improved.wecanbutpraylo St. Hugh of Lincoln [o ealrn“[be naturalheat”
uf [be specíators,[bat “strif anddiseord”mayno longerbeIhewatebwords
uf wbat, for rnany. is stili, asG.M. Trevelyanput it, “[he aeknowledgedking
of games”
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¡ la fi i s iii u miaati ag stu dy of Li anglie¡sino en la bpañ a de it . a El Espííño
tde 1/cv,

Lengua en Ebullición -Madrid. 1966,pp. 67—8.
W. End re aad L. Zaiadv: tun ant! Canjes in Oid Europe . Budapest. 986,p. 99.

‘Ibid.
op. cii. p.l
1 n Tite Boke of Si. Aibans : seebeiuw, aole 13).
(1. M. Ticveiyan: llVigland itude,-tlíe Sluarís . 1 9t)4. Pci i can E uoks. 196<),p. 65: “E ut 1 be

acknowicdgcdking of ganieswasfaotbaii...Thebusbandaica.when <hefat swinewefc kiiied
un <be approaehof winter ‘gal [he bladderand biew 1 greal and <hin. and hried it oui at
foatbalíwith [he sbias

Eciner (ji [mci si er: “Tbe Dissemin atiun of Traditi unai (lamesi a Europe. i n Senzinar
on iradition al (jan;es — Conelusiotít A ¿top leí! ¡iv di’..~ Pa rtwipan is o ti Co/lee/it i g ¡tiff míu/ion
on ant] Deseribing Traditionol Carnes , Lisboa, [99<).pp.25 dii d 27.

John i.sdgaie:Minar Foeíns . i 84<>. p.2<)O.
H aface: Episto/o ad Píororn . Ii . 215-6: nc polu ni argi us acquu ¡ u deat el p ui set

1 asciuadcccat us actas
Hurace: Ep¡sla(a <íd Pisones< Ars PoeticaY 1 ~8(k iadoctusqucpiiac diseluc trochice

qui escis’,
Sir Thanías Bruwne. a bis Traeí viii ( ¡lorAs , 1836. IV, p205 ) , i684, refers tu

“Words...uf Cunímanuse i a Narfoik . . . as...Kaínp : JamesHai i iwci 1. i a bis Dicfio,iary ofA re/taje
ant! ProvincialWorffs . i 847. giassedcampas a ancieníashietiegaineof baii formeriv in
vague i o <be Fasteracaunties”, ant! W.Jcssopp.a bis Aready , [887, ( p.?36).abserves:

- gamei a nie parisbsumeOliv vcarsaga. and it was.
Caatp-ball...usedlo be a verv lavaurile

by aii accounts.a very ruughune — saíiielhin g Iike aolba
Teresa M eLeaa: Tite Englisit al Fiat ir, ihí Vliddle Ages.Keasai Píess. Berkshi re.

undated,p.3.
‘lije Bokeof SainíAlbans 1w Dan;u bOtana & í nert- ... Reproduced ja Faesini Ile, Wi <fi

da iniraduetiunhy William Blades,London 19<11 unnuníberedpages.
ubi rusti ci boníincs el jaeani positi ad b búaduní vei ad chealaaduní...propter agri

pascuiiargemet iatampianicicm,gaonA tí~ Ladro andZo[aay, ap.cit..p.10<).
RobertBurlan: Anato,nyof Me/anchoE ¡ ¡it SteondPar/jUan:tite Cure of Melaíuholv.

Mcmber IV. Robert Eowicts, ja bis T/,eSeitocíof Reerea/vín: or tite gen/feme;;‘s tít/orlo lite
mosíingeniouse.vereisesof it un¿¡ng, racing, itawk¡ng, etc.., aíí cxtrenie y populai- baakwhi ch
was reprintedame timesbeíweea i 684 aad 1784, refcrs explieitiy tu <weive djffeíent bus
of recreatiun,inciuding tennis,ririging nadbittiards,bat aol tu <uutbalt.

John Staw:Survev of Lontion , London< Evcrvmda ), 197<), pS<)?.
Fadreiand Zulaay, op. cis.,pICO.
Alexander Ba rctay, lar exaínpie. ja bis Egloges . 1508. evokes ( V ) ‘Ihe sturdie

piawmcn...driuingthe fuote-bail’.
‘‘“Li un a cíen beharder¡ E lar isaidus chevaux mas<iei. ¡ 1 .i a ter alerealescreníjí¡ Ou

pierregala oc saillir: / Toasj aval>qei dan.langílení /111 leusi avail gui iuiloieni: >979-84).
MeLean.op. eít.,p.3.

la Spurdensi 84<) Supplementso Robert Forbvs The Evocahono] tasi Anglio ( Ed.
GeorgeTuraer, [830). be writcs: 1 líave bcardoíd persuasspeakola cetebratedcamping.
Norfaik againsíSuffaik. un t)iss (‘amman,witb 3<1<)un caehside.Ihe SulTuik ajen.aher14
bours. weie vi cturiaus.Ni nc dcatbswere<he resalt of <he coatesí,wi ib in a furia 1gb <Y

Tite Facheo! Wt,rf<s of Sir Walter Scott , E art.. Ediaburgh. i 833. p. 162.
izaakWa ita a: Tite Completa Ang/em . 1,35: Where,lar sumesturdy batbali Swaia.¡

Janestiakesa Siiiabubor twajnc’.
Wiiiiam Earti-aín: Travels íhrough Norih aíítl SomhCarolina . i 791, pSI)9.

25 T. McLeaa,op. cit.. p.4.



Tite bewtiesoftitefut-balI; Reaclionsant] referenees... 57

Ibid.
Qautedja Eadrei anO Zoinay,up. cit.. piOO.
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23 MagdaienColiege.Cambridge:Maitiand Fuljo MS. p.

2I5, Ed. W. A. Craigie. Tite
Mañ/ant] Fc/jo MS. 1. ScottishText Sodety,NS. 7. 1919. p.242.

‘“Op. cit.. p.I62.
CM. Treveiyan,op. cit., p.65.
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Ouotedbv John Dover Wiisoa: Life in Sitakespeare’s EnglanO , PelicanBooks. 1951,

pp.38-9.
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